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APARTHEID
The World Is Homing In
On S. African Racism
By Liz S. Armstrong

Washington (NC) - As the world focused on the
awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Anglican Bishop
Desmond M. Tutu of South Africa, apartheid -- the South
African segregationist system he opposes - claimed the
attention of U.S. politicians and Catholic bishops.
The latter included Auxiliary Bishop Emerson J. Moore
of New York, who was arrested while protesting apartheid
in a demonstration at the South African consulate in New
York Dec. 5. It apparently was the first time that an
American Catholic bishop had been arrested in an act of
civil disobedience.
Bishop Tutu, who met with President Reagan Dec. 7,
received the Nobel prize honoring his peaceful opposition
to apartheid, in Oslo, Norway, Dec. 10.
In his acceptance speech, the black bishop said the prize
gave hope to the "millions who are voiceless, oppressed,
dispossessed, tortured by the powerful tyrants, lacking
elementary human rights in Latin America, in Southeast
Asia, in the Far East, in many parts of Africa and behind
the Iron Curtain, who have their noses rubbed in the dust."
The Anglican cleric, who had earlier described the
Reagan administration's policy of "constructive engagement" with South Africa as "immoral, evil and totally
un-Christian," met with Reagan at the White House Dec.
7.
"Constructive engagement" is the U.S. government's
policy toward South Africa of friendly ties coupled with

quiet admonitions against white supremacy. Bishop Tutu
said that "the policy has worsened the situation of blacks
in South Africa."
During the meeting, Reagan and Bishop Tutu said later,
the two agreed that apartheid is "repugnant" but disagreed
on "constructive engagement."
The bishop advised Reagan to seek an end in South
Africa to violence, forced removal of blacks from their
communities, "banning" of political activists under a form
of social ostracization, and house arrest. He also asked
Reagan to urge amnesty for political prisoners and the
calling of a national convention to devise a new structure
for society in South Africa.
Reagan, who said some of Bishop Tutu's suggestions
were being considered carefully, defended "constructive
engagement" and said "we are going to continue with that
policy. I have to disagree with him that the situation has
worsened. We have made sizable progress there in
expressing our repugnance on apartheid."
Reagan cited as evidence of progress the South African
government's announced release of 16 labor leaders from
detention, five of whom still faced charges. The South
African ambassador later said the release was not
influenced by "constructive engagement."
Other developments involving apartheid included:
• - Statements by 35 Republican conservatives in the
House and two Republican senators that they reject
apartheid and believe the U.S. government must do more
to oppose it.
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• - Continuing protests and arrests around the country,
including Bishop Moore's arrest in New York and the
arrests at the South African Embassy in Washington of
Dominican Sister Mary O'Keefe, board member of the
National Coalition of American Nuns, and two children of
the late Sen. Robert Kennedy, D-N.Y.
• - Release of a letter from Bishop James W. Malone of
Youngstown, Ohio, president of the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops, to Reagan criticizing "constructive
engagement" as a means of convincing South Africa to
allow independence for neighboring Namibia, a strife-torn
land controlled by South Africa.
• - Release of a report from the Southern Africa
Catholic Bishops' Conference citing accusations that the
government had committed atrocities, including rape and
murder, while quelling riots in black townships.
-- Criticism of apartheid by Catholic Archbishopdesignate Stephen Naidoo of Cape Town, South Africa,
who is of Indian descent and thus a member of one of the
South African government's designated non-white ethnic
categories.
• - A meeting between the Rev. Jesse Jackson, a black
Baptist minister and political activist, and Archbishop Pio
Laghi, Vatican pronuncio in the United States, to discuss
apartheid and other subjects.
• - Support for Bishop Moore's civil disobedience by
Archbishop John J. O'Connor of New York, who also said
the U.S. Catholic Conference's Committee on Social
Development and World Peace, which Archbishop
O'Connor chairs and to which Bishop Moore belongs, will
deal more visibly with African affairs in ihe future.
• - A front-page editorial in the Vatican newspaper,
L'Osservatore Romano, calling Bishop Tutu one of the
"prophets of peace" in the modern world. It also said the
apartheid system "violates the most elemental human
rights."
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Those who wish to have arrangements carried out
in accordance with the ideals of their faith can rely
upon the funeral directors listed to perform their
duties with sympathetic care and attention.
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FUNERAL
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1118 Long Pond Road
i near Maiden
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Ronald John Arndt
225-6350
Personal and Dignified Service
.Parking for Over 100 Cars.

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral H o m e
1270 Norton St.
544-5000

