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Washington (NC) -- Archbishop John J. O’Connor of
New York Dec. 7 strongly supported the decision two days
earlier by his auxiliary, Bishop Emerson Moore, to engage
in civil disobedience and be arrested as a protest against
South African apartheid.

“It was a carefully made judgment. It was not at all
arbitrary or capricious. It said something very symbolic
and very effective,”” Archbishop O’Connor said in an
interview.

Bishop Moore became the first Catholic bishop in the
United States ever to be arrested for civil disobedience
when police charged him and four fellow demonstrators
with illegally biocking the entrance to the South African
consulate in New York Dec. 5.

Archbishop O’Connor was contacted in Washington
during a Dec. 6-7 meeting of the U.S. Catholic Conference
Committee on Social Development and World Peace,
which he heads. Bishop Moore was also in Washington for
the meeting.

When he was first reached Dec. 6, Archbishop
O’Connor said he had not yet had a chance to discuss the
consulate incident with Bishop Moore, but he trusted him
to have made a sound judgment.

“Bishop Moore is a man of very real conviction and
commitment who analyzes a situation very carefully...a
man of the utmost integrity and honesty.... I just have the

O’Connor Backs Arrested Bishop
Archbishop: Act ’Symbolic, Very Effective’

highest respect for him, as a person and as a bishop,’’ the
archbishop commented at that time.

He also defended the idea of civil disobedience in
principle, saying that ‘“‘divine law must always take
precedence over any human laws’’ and that occasions may
arise when civil disobedience is seen as ‘‘the only way to
bring about the revocation or modification”’ of an
““‘intrinsically immoral law.”

He declined, however, to make any immediate judg-
ments on the Dec. 5 events. He said that each case had to be
evaluated “‘in the light of the immediate circumstances,’’
which he did not yet know in detail.

The next morning, after he and Bishop Moore had
discussed the matter, Archbishop O’Connor defended his
auxiliary’s decision as ‘‘carefully made™ and ‘‘very
effective.”’

He also predicted that as a result of Bishop Moore’s
actions and other events currently unfolding, “‘you’re
going to see an expanding activity on the part of this
committee’’ on the issue of South African apartheid.

““‘Africa is virtually moving Central America off the
front page,” Archbishop O’Connor said. He added
quickly that he did not mean to downgrade the importance
of Central America, but was only trying to suggest how
much concern over South Africa is escalating.

Diocesans Contribute $39G
At Halfway Point in Drive

Diocesans have contrib- provide food and assistance

‘‘neediest cases’’ in the Catholic Charities must use
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_uted $39,072 to the
Courier-Journal/Catholic

Charities Christmas Appeal.
The drive is now at the
halfway point, with a goal of
$90,000.
The funds are used to

Neediest

M has four children.
50 Her husband deserted
her and the family about a
month ago. They are very
low on food.

The Hs have three
5 children, the -eldest
daughter being an unwed
mother. They have very
high medical expenses. Mrs.
H has had several heart
attacks, and H is said to be
accident prone. They have
great difficulty providing
food and clothing for the
family.

52 The Qs have five

childen. They live in a
house which should be
condemned. He was laid off
a couple of years ago. Un-
able to find work, they are
on public assistance. He
takes what jobs they assign
to him. They are in de-
sparate need.

The Ps and their two
53 children are renting a
farm house in the country
where Mrs. P gardened and
canned everything she could
for winter. He is a hard
worker, but for low wages.
They are greatly in need.
They cannot afford
clothing.

B is a single parent
54 with five young
children, the oldest of
whom has rheumatoid ar-
thritis. She is desparate to
find proper housing for her
family.

to hundreds of people in the
diocese, particularly at
Christmas time.

Each year in connection
with the appeal, the
Courier-Journal publishes
true stories of the 100

‘Cases
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diocese. . their expertise in distributing

The stories are provided by
agencies of Catholic Chari-
ties.

The stories, however, are
also representative of
hundreds of other cases of
great need.

While some contributors
may be moved by a particular
case to contribute to that
particular family or individu-
al, and other cases may solicit

the funds so that as- many as
possible may be helped.

Parishes and other organi-
zations wishing to participate
in the fund should contact
Catholic Charities.

Contributions should be
sent to:

Courier-Journal
Catholic Charities
Christmas Appeal

50 Chestnut St.

\Give Generously

55 J is a single parent
who lives with her two
teenagers in a third floor
walk-up. Her husband has
has been removed from the
family, after it was discov-
ered he had been molesting
his daughter since she was
three-years-old. The family
is trying to meet expenses
because mothers’ asthma
prohibits her working.

The Rs and their
5 three-year-old daugh-
ter live in a small, dark,
cramped house in the
backwood. The family has
severe dental problems, but
are unable to go to the
dentist because they cannot
afford it. R is a construc-

Continued on Page 4

less response, the agencies of Rochester, N.Y. 14604
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Oratoricals Winner

Hugh Fitzpatrick, an eighth grader at Sacred Heart
Cathedral School, captured first place in the fifth
annual Bishop Clark Oratoricals.on Saturday, Dec. 1
at Bishop Kearney High School. See story and copy
of his winning speech on Page 10.
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