
'Caritas Christi' Seeks New Members in Diocese 
Caritas Christi, the secular 

institute for unmarried, 
w i d o w e d or d i v o r c e d 
Catholic women, is seeking 
to expand its membership in 
the diocese. 

According to Father John 
C. Murray CSB of St. John 
Fisher College, an agent for 
the institute, "Any unmar­
ried woman or widow won­
dering if her lay life is meant 
as a vocation might consid­
er... Caritas Christi." ' 

He described it as "a way 
of life for women who wish 
to formally dedicate their 
lives t o God and to grow in 
this dedication." 

He cited the words of Pope 
P a u l V l ' s e n c y c l i c a l 
"Populorum Progressio," 
which states, "It is the role of 
the lay person to take an 
initiative in bringing about 

the renewal of the temporal 
order and to infuse a Chris­
tian spirit into the mentality, 
customs and laws of the 
community in which they 
live." 

Father Murray said that in 
the institute "Members live 
in their own homes but offer 
spiritual support to each 
other... Family relationships, 
a p o s t o l i c w o r k a n d 
employment remain un­
changed. Community is 
expressed through monthly 
meetings, days of recollection 
and retreats, and in daily 
prayer for the Church." 

"The institute offers 
members formation in a celi­
b a t e , a p o s t o l i c , con­
templative lay life through 
the study of Scripture and the 
doctrines of the Church," 
Father Murray said. 

Insights 
In Liturgy 

By Gretchen Dent 

'Time' 
For 
Advent Advent is a complex 
and confusing time. In the 
Nor theas te rn United 
States, the environment 
around us speaks of dark­
ness and death — days 
grow shorter and all of 
nature is dying. The cold 
permeates our very lives, 
and signs of new life are 
difficult to find. The 
culture in which we live 
counters nature's austere 
overture to winter and 
seeks all the joy and 
warmth that can be 
mustered. We light fires, 
go to parties, decorate our 
homes with light and color 
and rush about in pre-
p a r a t i o n f o r t h e 
Christmas festivities. 
Despite the harriedness of 
the season, a sense of joy 
pervades. 

In the midst of all of 
this action and counter­
action, stands the Chris­
tian season of Advent 
calling us to simplicity and 
reflectiveness. Advent 
calls us to slow down, to 
find hope amidst a world 
that speaks to us of dis­
aster, to find Christ's 
presence in our lives and 
in the lives of those 
around us. 

It is no wonder that we, 
as C h r i s t i a n s , find 
ourselves pulled in so 
many directions. Time 
becomes an ever more 
precious commodity as 
Dec. 25 nears. We need 
"time" to prepare our 
homes for the festivities of 
Christmas, " t ime" to 
shop for gifts and "time" 
to attend parties and host 
them. Those who work in 
preparing the celebrations 
of Advent-Christmas-
Epiphany in the Church 
use great amounts of 
"time" in doing the work 
that need to be done. All 
of this is part of the 
culture in which we live 

'and cannot be ignored, 
nor does it need to be! 

As Christians, however, 
we need to find "time" to 
immerse ourselves in the 
mystery of the Advent 
season -? to do more than 
live within our culture. 
Each of us needs to find 
ways in which we can 
accomplish this in a 
manner that best suits our 

need. For some it may be 
a retreat, for others it may 
be time set aside for indi­
vidual prayer or in service 
to others, and for some 
perhaps gathering as a 
community or group to 
reflect on scripture and/or 
to pray. One suggestion is 
for parishes or groups to 
come together to pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours. 

The Liturgy of the 
Hours speaks to us of time 
- of our daily cycles of 
waking/sleeping, work­
ing/resting, living/dying. 
The principle Hours of 
Morning and Evening 
Prayer open each day with 
praise and bring it to a 
close in reflection and 
thanksgiving. Through 
this prayer we are called to 
look beyond the daily 
grind, to the power and 
love which made and sus­
tains us. 

The celebration of the 
Liturgy of the Hours 
provides an opportunity 
to spend time as a com­
munity of Christians re­
flecting on the mysteries 
of Advent and the joy and 
hope of God's presence 
among us. It gives an oasis 
of quiet amidst the chaos 
of the season, an oppor­
tunity to put our "busy­
ness" in perspective and a 
chance to be renewed and 
refreshed in preparation 
for our celebration of 
Christmas. 

Evening Prayer will be 
celebrated at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral each Sunday 
during Advent at 4 p.m., 
and hopefully in some of 
the other parishes in the 
diocese. If joining your 
brothers and sisters in the 
celebration of Evening 
Prayer sounds as if it will 
help you get in touch with 
the season, all are invited 
to join the Cathedral 
parish; if distance and 
travel conditions are a 
factor, I encourage you to 
contact parishes nearer 
your home — possibly 
even your own parish! 
Where a need is found - it 
will surely be filled! 
Whether or not we can (or 
wish to) take advantage of 
these celebrations, each of 
us needs to take "time" in 
the midst of the rush to 
find the meaning of Ad­
vent in our lives, and to 
allow the presence of 
Christ to fill us with last­
ing warmth and light. 

According to a national 
brochure, membership "is 
open to unmarried women, 
widows and divorcees. All 
professions and occupations 
are represented. Ill health is 
not necessarily an impedi­
ment. Members provide for 
their own material needs and 
future security. The age 
limits are 18 and 40, but in 
certain cases dispensation 
may be given to women 

beyond the age oyf& 

The qualifications are 
listed as "Sta | iuy , strength 
of character, entotidnal ma­
turity, morgj'a^fi, spiritual 
balance, a sy|ficpnt amount 
of intelligence an|r,trSining to 
live a dedicate^ iff |lfe," the 
national office sard/.. 
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Jury Convicts 
For Clinic Fire 
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"After the period of Pre­
parat ion, admission to 
Caritas Christi takes place 
and a period of Formation of 
at least three years begins. At 
the end of this time the 
member makes her First De­
dication, i.e., a vow of celi­
bacy, and promises to 
embrace the evangelical 
counsels according to the 
constitution of the institute. 
This pledge to follow the 
evangelical counsels as they 
are proposed in the institute 

is renewed at least four times, 
after which Dedication is 
made for life. 

"A member does not leave 
her ordinary occupation or 
environment. Family rela­
tionships, apostolic work, 
employment, etc., are not 
interrupted." 

Interested women are 
asked to contact Father 
Murray, 3497 East Avei, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14618; (716) 
586-6750. 

Seattle (NC) -- Curtis 
Anton Beseda was convicted 
on four counts of arson Nov. 
9 by a federal jury in Seattle 
after confessing to setting fire 
to two abortion clinics. 

Beseda, 29, was found 
guilty in U.S. District Court 
in connection with three fires 
at the Feminist Women's 
Health Center in Everett, 
Wash., and one fire at the 
Bellingham Family Practice 
Center, Bellingham, Wash. 

The fires took place be­
tween Decergber 1983 and 
March 1984. 

Beseda told the court he 
didn't want anyone hurt and 
he made sure no one was in 
the buildings when he set the 
fires. 

He also testified that he 
was "solely responsible" for 
all four fires and he acted 
"solely to stop the destruc­
tion of human life." 

The jury deliberated for 
three hours before returning 
its Verdict. 

The jury of eight men and 
four women asked "U.S. Dis­
trict Judge John Couchenour 
if they were limited to an 
instruction which said that an 
act, "even if motivated by 
mpral beliefs or concern," is 
done maliciously if it is 
"done on purpose and has as 
its foreseeable consequence 
damage to property." 

Beseda's attorney, Tom 
Hillier, reminded the jurors 
of Beseda's motivation and 
asked, "Can an act be 
malicious if it's intended to 
protect?" 

Hillier reques® that the 
instruction he >a|n(|hded to 
say that an act f§ jfoalicious 
when done fgj a*"ofd or evil 
purpose." By| t ^ j l d g e told 
jurors to follow t g | original 
instructions. :i \ j 'i. 

Religious pjeilrM^ce and 
feelings at?Q!u|, |bortion 
became issujg iif Jhe jury 
selection process t ftfest of the 
potential jurors?-, wno said 
they were Catbolii^and at­
tended churob?repuffrly were 
excused frorji djitf $s well as 
those who saj'cL̂  fjiey had 
strong opinions <M Slortion. 

Beseda faced a maximum 
penalty of iff jfaVf impris­
onment and a jilbpOO fine 
for each of ti>effolff founts of 
arson. He reniajnli free on 
bail until sentenejKii 

FOR YOURJpljjQsSllflj NEEDS 

"The Proci^u^f^^PeopIe" 
Box 7 3 0 * Teylbf-: k'Z: 8 5 9 3 9 

Acorrx?letelinscrfpro-l.if(^ f^ro^Fernily items 
at ROCK j30T^O"M B^ces 

• 'Precious Feet": («3ejit^C'fh shape 
and size to the tjny f^ef of a 'iO week 
old unborn bat?*.) | | %* 

• Bumper Stickerg (^graft Cjjrrds 
• Decate "] « &3xr&Qimts 
• Balloons " A ^bmejr 'a Randoms 
• Posters Qt y!$$t lego lapel put 

• an^oiwctirfio?&K 
• tend 4 2 0 0 for you* P&S* "Pnictous 
Feel" and ganwqua « i u ^ S f ^ of Pro-Uf» 

tut*. Incfcid— c * & o g i £ l & bulk t 

• 8«nd foe.F«e£ cf i&odua. 

performs George Frideric Handel's 

fflcssiaJ) 
with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra 

Theodore Hollenbach, conductor 

in celebration of its UOtfa Anniversary 
Eastman Theatre 

8 P.M., Sunday, December 2 , 1 9 8 4 
Tickets: RPO Box Office or from ROS members 

You're invited to a 

College Information Night 
for high school students and parents 

a t 

Nazareth College 
Tuesday, December 4, 1984 

The Otto A. Shults Community Center 
4245 East Avenue 

6-6:45 p.m. free soup & sandwich supper 
7-8 p.m. Informational program 

A panel of students and staff members will 
answer questions on financial aid, admission 
procedures, academic programs and student life. 

Call alumni office to make reservations: 
716/586-2525 Ext. 390 

naapreth 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH TH i l§EALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON 
THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR! llSTED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH 

SYMPATHlfiC CARE AND ATTENTION. 

CHESTER 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

1210-1218 Culver Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14609 

(716)482-6260 

/,$ Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G.BIakeslee 

1509 West Avenue 
C h e s t e r , N.Y. 14611 
i ^(716)235-2000 
A^A. 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

IKONDEQUOIT 
May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr. 
Raymond L. Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
(716) 467-7957 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral HorhfcJnc. 
Edward #. @l§ier 
Alan E. GMffer 

1717 Portland ^ n u e 
Rochestef N.t^4617 

(716) 342-fSfD 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
Joan Michaels 

2100St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Paul W.Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

REE© PENFIELD 
Younglove-Smith 

Funeral Home 
1511 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14615 
(716)458-6200 

Vay.Schlelch 
^mdMeeson 

Funeral Home inc. 
.*8r*tc»'a LMtgtttnd 

fJS)i Comphf* FKimilt" 
2§§2 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

^16)663-5827 

Nuiton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nuiton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

(716)381-3900 

•HBP 


