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Editorial

The Famine
In Ethiopia

The photo on Page 1 of this issue is an example of
the kind of photo that is worth a thousand words.
Short of actually being there, this picture does more
than anything else possibly could to show the
starvation and the accompanying heartbreak of the
famine in Ethiopia. Mother and child, despite the

increasing callousness of the modern day, is still the

. most touching of depictions. And a hungry mother

and child is heart-rending. .

American Catholics, despite criticism from Cardi-
nal Ratzinger of the Vatican, have always proved to
be the heart of generosity. The Ethiopian crisis is the
latest case in_point. In just four days Oct. 29-Nov. 1,
Catholic Relief Services received $800,000 in dona-
tions for Ethiopia. And judging from calls to the
diocesan newspaper, the tide of relief is just
beginning to roll.

And Rochester diocesans are a perfect microcosm
of the the national Catholic community as regards
charity. Never have they failed to respond -- from the

floods in our diocese, to the annual ThanksGiving
Appeal drive, to the annual Courier-Journal-
Catholic Charities Christmas Fund, to earthquakes
abroad, to droughts and famines, they answer the
bell time and again, even when the answering is
difficult because of their own economic probiems.
And their past record makes it predictable that they
will rise to the occasion of helping the tragic
Ethiopians.

Individuals and groups wishing to help may send
donations to Catholic Relief Services-Ethiopia, care
of Diocesan Missions Office, 123 East Ave.,
Rochester, N.Y. 14604,
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Recently there was a let-
ter to the editor in the

Democrat and Chronicle’

which made some sad but
interesting comments rela-
tive to the care of thepoor.
The author -of the letter
questioned Desmond Stone
about a previous article on
the question of how the

to say that Stone is working
on the- assumption that

"“‘because one man has

money or food, the man
who doesn’t is
automatically his responsi-
bility.”

The writer goes on to say,
“This sort of assumption
ignores the reasons one man
has money and food and
why the other one does

Isn’t it interesting that
the writer (who, I am sure,
would be appalled at this
sentence) is repeating on
other words the sentiments
of Lenin, who said that
religion is the opium of the
people, because it sets their
sights on spiritual rewards?

The writer proceeds to
then to say:

man’s capacity for reason
and not his capacity for
religion that moves him
ahead in life.””

Frankly, I don’t know
whether to be saddened by
the letter writer’s arrogance
or amused by his naivete. 1
might answer like this:

Dear Mr. Productive Letter
Writer,

start with?

What the writer of that
letter cannot see is that
everything we are and have
had its origin in a power
separate from ourselves (we
call this power God). Some
people are born into situa-
tions not of their own
making from which it is
impossible they extricate

time and money in the
Campaign for Human Dev-
elopment which has as its
focus ‘‘helping others to
help themselves.’’ It is only
when we can’t help people
help themselves that we re-
sort to the dole, but then
out of love and com-
passion, never to ‘‘get them
off our backs.”’
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