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¢e presi- Hackett said that he had found a *‘horrifying”” situation from both Catholics and non-Catholics. Contributions distribution of the food aid given by the United States and
and is a during a recent visit to Ethiopia. On previous trips to have ranged from $1 to $100,000, she said. . other governments.
ady of Africa he had seen starvation, but he said *“in Ethiopia this One family of four living on a fixed income decided to . . o
time we saw death.” He had earlier reported that in two ~ donate the money they would have spent on Christmas Even as the outlook for aid to Ethiopian famine victims
I . : . gifts, and another family sent CRS the money they brightens, the specter of devastating famines in the 23 other
small towns he visited, there were 106 deaths in a single ; ;
day. normally spent on snacks, Ms. Griffin said. A Philadelphia ~ sub-Saharan African nations affected by a recent pro-
“The number of people arriving at feeding centers after  television station aired an interview with a CRS staff longed crought looms overhead.
walking for several days far exceeds the available supplies member from Ethiopia and received $4,680 in donations, “‘Ethiopia is definitely the worst situation now,”’ said
ne. “You of food,”” said Beth Griffin, CRS press spokeswoman. she added. . Hackett, “*but there could be other Ethiopias.”
12, s . . “‘People really care,”’ Ms. Griffin said.
job I've She said that famine was particularly desperate in In an Oct. 29 statement, Chicago Cardinal Jeseph
ther gifts Ethiopia because the drought has ruined at least four  Bernardin praised the generous response by people in the Donations may be semt to Catholic Relief Services
 be used planting seasons in a row for the predominantly agricultur-  United States toward the crisis. Ethiopian Aid, Missions Office, 123 East Ave., Rochester,
:3?:/‘1. test al nation. And relief efforts have been hampered by ““The media bring word that 110 people are dying each N.Y., 14604.
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i Ethiopia is an ancient African nation facing a contempo- rO Py ° On l ® |
§ rary African problem -- famine. _
5 Its history has been recorded for 2,000 years, and its line ‘ it
—~ . & ‘of emperors claimed to be déscendants of Kin'g Solom9n nations as well: Kenya, aid legislative hostage to its
and the Queen of Sheba. Its last emperor, Haile Selassie, Mozambique and Mali. murderous and illegal covert
? was deposed in 1974 and replaced by a junta that made Speaker of the House Warin Nicaragua,’ hesaid.
H Ethiopia a socialist state. Th b P. (“Tin”’) O’Neill Eventually, Congress
Today nearly one fifth of Ethiopia’s 33 million people D &mas o (t 333 ) dczlh’ approved a bill containing
t face starvation because of a disastrous drought, now in its f ass., et faff‘fse ° the African aid but not 4 :
i third year, throughout Africa’s Sub-Sahara region. The | A ;i. Tl?l“;}a“on (;\f oms to(cj) money for the contras. i ¥
/e country was also hit by a major drought in 1973 which President Reagan ;tft;rg; h ggggg bgéﬁaa?lﬁgg . Mother Teresa
i caused the deaths of 100,000 Ethiopians. oo lot. A fricans carve in ordes . "Vhite House deputy press ;o ooy were backed up in
i The country, three times the size of California, is in 4 ? v secretary Larry Speakes said warehouses and on ships and
{ east-central Africa and is bordered by Sudan and Somalia. By Liz S. Armstrong to give Latin Americans guns  Oct. 30 that Ethiopia’s pro- were starting to spoil,
Much of FEthiopia is high, temperate plateau. The Washington (NC) -- The 10 kill each other. -Soviet government could poit.
i regions below 1,600 feet are arid and hot. tragic plight of starving The White House said that dem.on:s’trat; a ‘“‘more coop- Speakes also said that
4 Christianity was introduced to the country in the 4th Ethiopians, subject of a  paucancare providing mil-  STatve’ attitude in sOlvVing its  Reapan had ‘‘taken a
century by Egyptian and Syrian missionaries. Today, | massive fight by Catholic ;o0 " " narsin relief and PEOPle’s problems and de-  pLerconalinterest™ in the fam-
: b nearly 40 percent of Ethiopians are Coptic Christians. | Relief Services to save lives, 4.\ tpe Ethiopian govern. dicate more of its own re- jn. problem and had even
{ Catholics make up less than 1 percent of the population. became more than a question o hoc not been entirely  SOUICes to that goal. Howev-  giceysced it on Oct. 26 by
1 Along with most developing countries, Ethiopia is of inte{national charity when cooperative in overcoming < Speakes added, ‘‘we ‘do telephone with Mother.
d 3] primarily an agricultural nation. And like 23 other African a leading member of Con- hunger. sense some greater interest  Teresa, who reportedly had
| 3 nations, it is reeling from the effects of a recent series of gress anq the Rgagan ad- from them. asked the United States to
9 devastating droughts. ministration traded com- O’Neill, a Catholic, re- . s help. Later, “‘The president
’; The severity of the famine conditions faced by those ments on the extent of the ferred to fights during the he?(&w’:h?agiggi’;ils'rg&? asked (AID) Administrator
i countries has been compounded in recent years by the US role in saving Ethiopian  98th Congress to tie African and rehabilitation com. McPherson to call Mother
n B droughts and by development problems, said Father lives. | fead relief programs to legis- mission. held talks with U.S. Teresa and offer additional
f; Rollins Lambert, African affairs adviser to the U.S. Even Mother Teresa of laff T providing funds for the officials in Washington Nov.  assistance, which he did,”
— _I § Catholic Conference’s Office of International Justice and Callcuéta hgot hmdlrectl%; llr(l- ‘“contra’’ rebels fighting the 1 " Speakes added.
i Peace. volved when tne news broke  Nicaraguan government. ’
 of i Father Lambert said those development problems have that she had reportedly pro-  “Even when the situation in Some reports emanating CRS had indicated the
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‘Situation to get worse before it gets better’

By Mark Zimmermann
NC News Service
International relief efforts for famine-ravaged Ethiopia
escalated in late October and early November, but officials

cautioned that much more aid was needed for Ethiopia, |

where 6 million people face starvation.

“The situation is going to get worse before it gets
better,”” said Kenneth Hackett, senior director for Africa
of the New York-based Catholic Relief Services. ‘‘Al-
though we hope to move an incredible amount. of food,
we’re only scratching the surface. We need more money to
transport food from the ports to the people.’’

CRS announced Nov. 2 that it and three other groups --
the Lutheran World Federation, the Lutheran-affiliated
Ethiopian Evangelical Church and the Ethiopian Catholic
Secretariat -- agreed to expand and coordinate their efforts
to regions in Ethiopia hardest hit by the famine.

CRS said it is distributing about 90 percent of the

" American food aid reaching Ethiopia.

In addition to the private relief agencies, several nations
have stepped up their aid to Ethiopia, and many
individuals have responded with donations.

The picture of human suffering in Ethiopia painted by
Hackett and other relief personnel is a grim on¢.

transportation difficulties caused by the country’s civil
wars, she said.

Lawrence Pezzullo, CRS director, said that the coalition
of church agencies were appealing for 200,000 tons of food
for distribution over the next 12 months. That amount
would, according to The New York Times, roughly
quadruple the tonnage of food the groups are currently
distributing.

Pezzullo said that by expanding thejr efforts and by
concentrating on separate regions the agencies hoped to
reach 1.5 million Ethiopians.

The U.S. Agency for International Development an-
nounced Nov. 2 that the U.S. government planned to
provide 50,000 tons of emergency food aid directly to the
Ethiopian governmeént for distribution within the country.

Earlier, the United States had agreed to provide private
relief organizations with 80,000 tons of food to distribute
throughout Ethiopia. Total U.S. famine aid to Ethiopia is
estimated at about $60 million.

U.S. citizens also have responded generously to Ethio-
pian relief efforts.

Ms. Griffin said that CRS received $800,000 in
donations between Oct. 29 and Nov. 2. She said that most
of the contributions came from individuals or families and
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day in Ethiopia, but they also report that relief agencies
here are being flooded with phone calls and pledged
contributions,’’ the cardinal said. ‘“The tragedy is terrible;
the compassionate response, beautiful to behold.”’

Ms. Griffin said that the U.S. bishops have set aside
money to pay for the administration of CRS’s emergency
Ethiopian relief funds, and as a result, 100 percent of
donations will go toward funding transportation and

been particularly devastating for Ethiopia because of its

agrarian makeup. Ethiopia’s chief crops are coffee,

administration announced
Nov. 1 that, pending dis-

of a 10-year drought
throughout the sab-Saharan

program, with significant
tonnages and funds from the

;’ included deforestation, overgrazing and the continuance of dded the United States to  Africa had become terrible, from Ethiopia suggested that government’s help is wel-
i the practice from African colonial times of primarily take action and that Pr.e51- the administration held food tons of supplies destined for come.

% growing exportable cash cro;;s I;kehcogfe}]q. or drousht. and gen;r‘;:?i%?iw:ﬁ?i hrggmlsed

5 Ethiopia has been particularly hard-hit by drought, an er . . - ) : ' emme .

E its prob‘l)ems have been intensified due to transportation _ According to government Faet Shﬂ&t-—- M]H]ons Face Starvatl()n

i difficulties resulting from its civil wars. information, the United - .." 0 . .

f Beth Griffin, press coordinator for Catholic Relief States allc}c?ted apprOXfma'te- Q An esﬁmated 6 mon food transport efforts since @ To date, 32,000 tons (.)f
ﬁ Services, which distributes about 90 percent of the U.S. I}f $4_5 million for Ethiopian to 10-hillion people are fac— Atigust. food requested by Catholic
4 food aid reaching Ethiopia, said that the drought has aid in October, more than ingstarvation..2.5million in @ The bulk of American Relief Services from the U.S.
¢ ruined at least four planting seasons in a row. double what was provided in  immediate danger of death. food to Ethiopians is pro- government have been
; Tamene Eshete, second secretary at the Ethloplan fiscal 1984. H’l! ilvd!gn., o vided mrough the U.S. gov- approved and prehmlnary
% Embassy in Washington, said the extended dry spell has In addition, the Reagan ® The famine is the result  ernment’s Food for Peace COnversations have taken

place toward obtaining an
additional 50,000 tons.

— barley, wheat, corn and sugar cane. cussions with the Ethiopian  Sghel, with East Africap na- Canadian International Dev- @ Shipments of foodstuffs
§] Because of the drought, food reserves have been | government, the Agency for tions hardest hit. clopment Agency and the such assorghum grits; bulgur

. shortage of vehicles and roads not built for heavy travel.

depleted, as have many wells which n_ormally supplied
water for drinking and irrigation, Ms. Griffin said. In 1983
CRS reported that the lack of rain was preventing many

International Development
would charter two cargo
transports to fly food

e -In July 1984, the
Ethiopisn - government re-

ported ‘a-total. depletion of

Mennonite community in the
U.S.

'@ An additional $4 million

wheat, cooking oil and corn
soya milk. ‘
® Catholic Relief Services

arm i ds. Instead they were eating the supplies to Ethiopia and pupbiailhgrengic : . is the official overseas relief
ieedse:os ;;:mfrp;:l;r;?v?:; SCR% said. provide 60 days of service in - SFAIR ;sfm« fm‘ o iles, il:i?y A sm“g“s" has been prov;ded lbze the  .hd development agency of
° 5 the hunger relief efforts, at a  FEROILS 01 eath irom a- U.S. Agency for Imterma- ..o Catholics. Need is

Relief efforts in Ethiopia have been hindered by
transportation difficulties intensified by rough terrain, a

In addition, aid has been slowed by the several armed
conflicts within the country, such as the civil war in the
Eritrean region of northern Ethiopia and a rebellion among
ethnic Somalis in the Ogaden region in eastern Ethiopia.

Ms. Griffin said in some areas the government must
militarily secure sections of roadways before a convoy of
trucks can carry aid from Ethiopian ports to stricken

cost of $2.4 million. AID
Administrator M. Peter
McPherson said Oct. 25 that
another $25,000 had been
provided for fuel for relief
planes.

The Reagan administration
announced Nov. 1 that the
United States was extending

tion in 12 of the:nation’s 14
regions were faily occur-
rences; - -

I @ International relief
agencies, particularly
Catholic Relief Services,
which distributes 90 percent
of the Americar’ food in
Ethidpia, have been increas-

tional Development’s Office
of Foreign Disaster Relief to
move the food.

© More than 200,000 tons
of food will be requested
from various donor nations
to be transported by air,
-truck and train from ports to
inland feeding stations,

the essential crieterion in all
Catholic Relief Services activ-
ities and assistance is given
without regard (o race, creed

.or nationality.

® Rochester diocesans
may contribute to Catholic
Relief Services-Ethiopia, care
of Diocesan Missions Office,

ions. - i C News Service $45 million in aid to three ingly: active for the past 16 hopefully to reach 1.5 million 123 East Ave., Rochester,
) i regions. -- Mark Zimmerman, N other other drought-affected ﬁg%ﬁ%gpéf~have sggepped_ up people. N.Y. 14604.




