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Neither Party
Is Perfect But
Vote We Must

Father Daniel Holland is pastor of St. Patrick’s in
Elmira. He is a frequent contributor to the Religion in the
Community feature of the Elmira Star Gazette. The
following column is a reprint from that paper’s Oct. 11
edition.

By Father Daniel Holland

If your religious sensibilities allow you to read still
another opinion on the subject of politics and religion, read
on!

Both major political parties and their leadership have
attempted to manipulate the many faiths of our citizens
into overt political support, as if such support were a divine
command. And many religious leaders, of many denomi-
nations, appear to allow themselves to be manipulated,
into at least a subtle political support of one part or the
other. Religious leaders ought to know better!

leaders.
The great prophets of the Bible fiercely challenged the

identification of specific political programs with some
supposed obedience to the divine will. God does not

society is justice. Justice is the basis for peace. God leaves it
to the free initiatives of people to devise specific programs
and laws which promote justice. Neither political party and
neither major candidate embody a consistent program to
promote justice for all peoples, especially the most needy
people: the unborn, the handicapped, the elderly, the
victims of economic injustice, even our enemies! (Yes, God
wills life, not death, even for our enemies.)

Conscientious Christians face-a dilemma in voting in thie
national. Yes, vote we must! Through prayer and
reflection, each of us will come to a decision as to which
candidate more embodies our hopes and beliefs about civic
life. Neither candidate fully embodies all that we believe
and hope for human society. What choice is ever perfect?

If through prayer we are changed, perhaps through more
prayer by more people our society is changed. And then
our society will produce better candidates for governmental
leadership.

would have read Martin
Luther’s description of the
“principle of Private Judg-
ment.”” This ““principle’’ has
served since to advance Pro-
testantism and to destroy
Catholicism.

““You must remember,”’
Luther wrote, ‘‘that there are
good Christians among us
who have the true faith,
spirit, understanding, word
and mind of Christ. Why
should we reject their opinion
and judgment and accept
those of the pope who has
neither that faith nor that
spirit ...”’

“Balaam’s ass was more
perspicacious than the pro-
phet himself (Num. 22:28)
since God once spoke
through an ass, why should
He not come in our day and
speak through a man of faith
and even contradict the
pope?”’

Luther’s argument can be
updated and wrapped in this
syllogism:

A good Catholic can pass
judgment about Catholic
beliefs and practices even
when that judgment differs

Therefore Gov. Cuomo
can pass judgment about
Catholic beliefs even when
that judgment differs from
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Abortion Tied
_To Nuke War

EDITOR: .

Can those politicians who
tolerate the legal killing of
4,000 persons a day find
humane solutions to other
social problems? Mother
Teresa warns that ‘‘nuciear
war is the fruit of abortion.”’
Those who vote for pro-
abortion politicians are
picking bitter fruit for our

‘‘Please accept our support
and encouragement in your
efforts to educate Catholic
politicians and candidates on
the inconsisency of being
‘personally opposed’ to
abortion while taking a
public stance that supports a
woman’s right to choose this
unacceptable alternative.

‘“We are members of the
Board of Directors of the
Finger Lakes Office of Social
Ministry for the Diocese of
Rochester. Our board twice
rejected writing a letter en-
dorsing your efforts to edu-
cate our Catholic public of-
ficials. As much as this sad-
dens us, it makes it more
clear that you and the other
bishops and priests need to
intensify your efforts to edu-
cate not only politicians but
lay Catholics on the Church’s
teachings, keeping in mind
the words of the late Cardinal
Medeiros of Boston: ‘“Those
who make abortions possible
by law such as legislators,
and those who promote, de-
fend and elect the same
lawmakers cannot separate

sin.”’
“At our meeting of the
Finger Lakes Office of Social

which a resolution condem-
ning the extermination of
Jews, gypsies and so many
others was defeated so that
the board could get on to
more critical matters such as
unemployment,
farmworkers’ rights and
housing.

‘““We dream of a day when
Catholics are united in sup-
port of the right to life of all
God’s children.”

We hope that the seamless
garment approach to life
issues applies to all, not just
pacifiers.

working people as advocated
in the papal encyclicals and
expect to get the votes of
Catholic working people.

Therefore it devised the
clever tactic of blowing up
emotional side issues which
pander to selfish sectarian
interests.

During the depression,
these conservatives got the
Catholic press, with the
exception of the Catholic
Worker and Commonweal
magazine, to opposed federal
aid to Catholic schools and to
oppose a proposed amend-
ment to the Constitution that
would merely give Congress
the permission to outlaw
child labor.

Now the Republican Party
is more successful in getting
the Catholic working people
to forget their own economic
welfare, as well as their safety
from nuclear war, by getting
them emotionally worked up
over a single side issue, abor-
tion.

The nonpartisan Urban
Institute study has shown
that while your attention was
diverted by this side issue, the

come to the wealthiest one
fifth of the nation from
taxpayers in the lower and
middle income brackets.
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EDITOR:

The recent public stand by
several bishops on -Catholic
politicians' voting records on
abortion is their right and
obligation.

Unfortunately, it points up
very vividly the danger of
‘““one issue’” politics. Can
these bishops stand silent, in
their teaching role, on
whether Catholic voters can
support an administration
whose policies have:

1. caused an increase in the
number of Americans living
in poverty;

2. encouraged government
support of segregated
schools;

3. arbitrarilly cut Social
Security funds to disabled
persons;

4. neglected efforts to
clean up toxic waste;

S. provided military aid for
repressive military dictators;

6. violated international
law by mining harbors?

Yes, abortion is an impor-
tant consideration but should
Catholics base their vote on
this one issue?

Paul R. Stack
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Guidelines
The Courier-Journal welcomes your opinions. Letters
mast bear the writer’s signature, full address and telephone

namber. They should be sent to Opinion, Courier-Journal,
114 S. Union S., Rochester, N.Y. 14607.

Opinions should be briel, typed, double-spaced, no longer

We romtinely condense letters, edit offensive words and
fibelous statements, and reserve the right to reject letters.
Generally speaking, however, only limited grammatical
corrections will be made and the letters will reflect the




