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‘The

Troubles’

(Kathleen Mahoney, coordinator of re-
ligious education at St. Anne’s Parish in
Rochester, recently returned from a
two-month ‘‘working holiday’’ in Derry as
guest of the Discalced Carmelites.)

By Kathleen Mahoney

It wasn’t only the dense Irish accent
which was a stumbling block for me in
understanding the people of Northern
Ireland. The phrase, ‘‘the troubles,’’ was a
frequent part of the conversation. But what
troubles were the people referring to? The
Easter Rebellion of 1916? The Bloody
Sunday massacre and riots of the late 60s
and early 70s? Or were they referring to the
ongoing guerrilla warfare that is a part of

- the daily routine of their lives — the car

hijackings, security checks, friskings,
bombings, murders.

The ambiguity of the phrase speaks well
of the situation in Northern Ireland. The
troubles have been going on a long time,
and as my hosts correctly noted, the closer
one gets to the situation, the less one
understands about the whole thing.
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To know the history of Ireland is to
know a history of atrocities. The root of the
problem is the 1,000-year-old question of
the relationship between Ireland and
England.

Only through a treaty with England
during this century did Ireland achieve
status as an independent nation, though the
cost was high: the six northern-counties,
which had a high Protestant population,

were (o remain under the rule of England,
while the 26 Catholic counties of the south

became independent and known as the
Republic of Ireland.
o000
The prejudice against and the
oppression of the Catholics in the north is

The Bishops’ Gate dates from the
Middle Ages. It is now the site for gun
emplacements and surveillance cameras.
As the photographer was taking this
picture, a voice boomed from a
loudspeaker on the gate, ‘‘Cease and
desist and leave this place at once.””

Graffiti cover the walls
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Thatcher biting the head off Iré?aﬁd

Diocesan Takes Intimate Look at W@éi’ul War-torn Derry

not unlike the bias which blacks in this
country have known. Catholics didn’t get
jobs or decent housing. Predominantly
Catholic towns and cities can’t depend
upon the government for funds like Pro-
testant areas can, and so the roads, water
works, shopping centers and the like are far
inferior.

The situation exploded during the late
60s, when a Catholic civil rights march
between Belfast and Derry was ambushed
at Burtollet Bridge, just outside of Derry.
The police did nothing to intervene. This
incident sparked the rioting and fighting
which made headlines around the world.
Note, though, that the cause became more
than just a civil rights issue. -It quickly
became politicized. The Catholic popula-
tion began to want more than equal rights.
They wanted England out of Ireland, and
theyx.wanted reunion with the 26 counties of
the south. .

The English sent in the Ulster Defense
Regiment (UDR) to keep the peace, but,
ironically enough, this peace-keeping force
became a symbol of England’s oppression
and has become the ongoing source of
tension. oo o

The young people I worked with, in their
late teens and early 20s, have known
nothing but life in a police state. The
heavily armed army and police constantly
patrol the streets, in full battle gear.
Checkpoints are a frequent part of each
day. At a checkpoint one is frisked, while
one’s purse or parcels are searched. It's
facing the four or five loaded M-16s that
makes it unnerving. Helicopters are contin-
ually overhead, taking photographs’ and
watching for the movement of IRA guns
and artillery.

Many of the young people claim that the
violence hasn’t affected them.

But it has.

Gregory told me of a tear gas canister
flying through the window of his kin-
dergarten classroom. He smirks when he
describes how he hid underneath Sister’s
skirt. Michelle’s brother was taken to
prison for five years without a trial. Just a
few months ago a car bomb went off killing
a group of soldiers driving by in a land
rover. One of the soldiers died in pieces at
Michelle’s feet.

Not one of the young people I met hadn’t
some story of how the violence had touched
their lives: the ongoing unemployment of
their parents, the innumerable bomb scares
at school, the deaths of friends and
relatives. They've seen it all.

While it can’t be condoned, it is perfectly
understandable why the young people join
the IRA or its equally illegal Protestant
counterpart, the Ulster Volunteer Force
(UVF) eeooeo

Brendan was with the IRA for ten years
in intelligence gathering. For ten years he
plotted how 1o kill soldiers and police. He
drank heavily and beat his wife. But five
years ago he gave his life to the Lord, and
gave up the IRA. Since then he’s been
studying the Bible inside out, and preaching
a message of peace to the young people.
The risk is great: the IRA deals severely

Liturgical Federation
Probes RCIA Methods

Sacramente — National liturgical lead-
ers meetmg here this month have called for
a nation-wide survey of methods being used
in the new Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults.

The annual meeting of the Federation of
Diocesan Liturgical Commissions called for
the collection and review of ‘‘models’’ of
the process from a wide variety of pastoral
settings and in a broad range of media.

The move comes 12 years after the U.S.
bishops introduced the new process for
adults seeking membership in the Catholic
Church. The federation meeting examined
progress in implementing the rite since

1972.

The federation called on its board of
directors to explore rural as well as urban
churches, and to investigate visual and
audio-visual aspects of the rite in addition
to the written texts that are used. Further,
the board was asked to make the informa-
tion available to parishes throughout the
country to help them either begin the RCIA
or to enhance its present progress.

Another resolution called on the board to
study the imposition of hands in order to
promote a fuller understanding and use of
this gesture in the sacraments of the
Church. A third resolution urged an
expanded understanding of water symbol-
ism in baptism.

with those who ;pavd and those wh(o tell the
young to avond if.

Edward Daly is B'%shop of Derry. He’s |

the local herq. ‘Duﬁzfg the Bloody Sunday
Massacre he left tﬁe relative safety of his
rectory, and hgldmg handkerchief above
his head, went into i battle to give the last
rites to his dymg peqple He is as coura-
geous today in m&emng peace as he was 14
years ago on Bléody;gunday
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But, frankly, the future is rather bleak.

The IRA intends to carry on its guerrilla
warfare. The English government is as
adamant as ever about retaining Northern
Ireland as an English territory. The people
frequently speak of how inevitable civil war
seems.

But their lives go on, amid guns, barbed
wire and the constant helicopters.
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peaceful spot gt Lifisfoot, Donegal. She stands at far left. Among this group are

Michelle and Greg ory.
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