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CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR 

Jenny beats those boring blues 
By JarrSan Manternach 
NC News Service 

J c n m was bored. She didn' t 
remember just when it began. But 
it had been going on tor at least 
three months . 

How was school today' '" Jcn-
n\ s mother asked every after­
noon Boring'"' was a lwa\s Jen-
n\ s answer 

No matter what was planned for 
Saturday. )enn\ found it boring. 

'How was the ball game'" ' Jen-
n> s twin brother asked "It was 
boring' Jenny said in a voiee 
almost too soft to hear. • 

"Nothing new ever happens to 
m e . " she complained to her aunt. 

Jenny got up at ~" on school 
mornings. She gulped cereal for 
breakfast. She waited for the 
school bus and rode to school. 
She liked her teachers but wasn't 
excited about her classes. She 
rode the bus back home after 
school. She played for an hour 

with her friend. She.ate dinner 
and did her homework . 
Sometimes she watched TV. Then 
she went to bed. 

Each day was pretty much the 
same as the last. Weekends were • 
even worse. Jenny did her chores 
around the house. She played 
with her friends. She watched TV. 

" I 'm bored!" Jenny kept telling 
her mother. "Bored! Bored! 
Bored!" 

Jenny 's parents were worried. 
"Jenny has so little interest in 

am thing." her father said. " I 'm 
worried. 

Her worried parents asked each 
other, "What should we d o ? " 

While her parents were worry­
ing, Jenny was in her room. But 
all at once she had an idea. "I 
know what I'll d o , " she thought 
to herself. "I ' l l teach smaller 
children to read!" 

Jenny ran to tell her parents. 
"Teach children to read?" her 

mother said. 

" H o w can you do that?" her 
father asked. 

"I'll get them together after 
school , " Jenny said. "I 'll use 
some of my^picture books for a 
start. I'll read stories to them." 

Jenny was more excited than 
she had beeji in three months . Her 
parents were excited too. 

"Then rnaybe I'll figure out 
how to use my computer to help 
them learn to read," Jenny 
thought oflt loud. "It would be 
exciting. I ,know I can do i t ." 

Jenny began the next afternoon. 
She told sp'rhe of her neighbors 
what she izyan^d to do . Four 
younger children showed up for 
her first c^ass. She set up her little 
school in {He basement. The 
children loved it. And Jenny did 
too. \ 

"Jenny's a different g i r l , " her 
mother said a couple of weeks 
later. 

"She sure isn't bored any 
m o r e , " her father replied. 

"Bored?" Jenny answered her 
aunt. "Some things are still bor­
ing, but I'm not bored any more . 
I'm a teacher. I'm a helper now." 

(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of catechetical works. Scripture 
stories and original stories for 
children.) 

BOR-R-R-RING 
Rearrange the letters in the 
word "boredom" and see 
how many new words you 
can think of. Here are some 
examples: more red. bed. 

The next time you are 
stuck at home on a rainy day 
with nothing to do, have a 
contest. 

1. See how many things 
that begin with the letter 'B ' 
you and a friend can find in 
your bedroom or kitchen. 

"^O, (there are at least 18) 

P* J 
HOW ABOUT YOU? 
" Have you ever been bored, like Jenny? What did you do to stop be­

ing bored? 

Children's Reading Corner 

"Jenny's Cat" is a story by Miska Miles. Jenny has just moved with 
her parents to a new town. She feels like nothing is right in the new 
place and she is lonely and bored. She complains to her mother who 
assures her that things will get better. And they do when a stray cat 
comes along. Now Jenny has someone to p|ay( vvijri and take care of 
each day. When she is threatened with losing her pet, she takes mat­
ters into her own hands. This is a sensitive, appealing story. (Bantam 
Books. 666 Fifth Ave.. New York. N.Y. 10103.1982. Paperback. $1.75.) 

Discovery 
Guiding children along the road of 

Christian discovery is the highest 
priority of Father Forest McAllister. 
O.F.M. With; funding from the Catho­
lic Church Extension Society, he 
serves the spiritual needs of those 
who live iii isolated communities 
high in New Mexico's mountainous 
terrain. ' 

Father McAllister is one of a team of 
home missisners who. in partnership 
with Extension, pursue the vital and 
urgent task of evangelization here in 
the United, States. But the team is too 
small to do the job without help. It 

needs new members. It needs you. 
Join us. Become a member of the 

Extension team. Although you won't 
be present in the home missions per­
sonally, your impact will be felt in this 
holy effort. Together we will bring 
Christ to those living in the home 
missions. 

Write for a free subscription to 
Extension magazine today and dis­
cover the difference you can make. 
Together, and with God's grace, we 
can achieve His missionary goals here 
in our own beloved country. 
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