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Along The Way

With Bishop Matthew H, Clark

priests and lay leaders of the parish. Many parishes have
begun that practice and, I must say, I find it a delightful
experience to relax with men and women who serve their
parish communities in such a generous spirit.

Our final stop was a visit this morning to the Elmira
Correctional Facility for Mass with about 100 of the inmates
and our team of chaplains. If the rich themes of today’s
readings reminded us of the mercy and magnanimity of our
God, the assembly this morning brought vividly to mind the
reminder that all of us are beneficiaries i in Christ Jesus of that
mercy and great goodness.

Visits to such facilities always make a great impact on me. I
came away deeply grateful to and proud of Sister Josepha

Twomey SSJ, Mike Stanley and Father Ed ‘Golden who are

stimulating evening the central theme of which, like that of the
morning gathering, was our pastoral letter on peace.

We enjoyed a dish-to-pass supper at 5:30. At 7:30 we went
to church for a beautifully prepared evening prayer. I spoke
for a half hour about ways in which the parish could study and
respond to the pastoral letter. We concluded the evening with
almost an hour of questions and answers and other sharing
around the themes raised by the letter.

On Saturday morning Father Lou Vasile and I traveled

about 100 miles west to St. Ann’s in Hornell to join the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas for their annual memorial

Mass and luncheon. The Catholic Daughters’ presentation of
a generous gift for the education of our students for the
priesthood offered me an occasion to update them on the

I had the joy this weekend of spending time with people in
the Southern Tier. Although the calendar was fairly full the
days were pleasant and relaxing. The weather was beautiful,
the countryside impressive and the people of the region as
generous and hospitable as ever.

The weekend’s travel began on Friday morning at St.
Mary’s, Waterloo, for a teachers’ convention for the Catholic
schools in the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes region of our
diocese.

Some 300 administrators and teachers and our dlocesan
staff celebrated the Eucharistic Liturgy,

Following the mass, Sister Edwardine Weaver RSM
addressed the assembly and then I had the opportunity to
speak on the day’s theme, ‘‘Accepting the Challenge of

:3:;% to Peace.”’ excellent programs Father Tom Valenti and his co-workers our chaplains to the prisoners of Elmira.
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based upon ‘‘love, solidarity
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renewed.
A highlight of the day was

three Brazilian postulants.
They sent their ‘‘toughts,

The official com-
memoratin of the anniversary

the mission project will at-
tend the event.




