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Young adults, are seeking meaning in life. 
They want a sense of inner direction; they 
want to belong to communities of caring 
persons " Task Force Report on Ysmawji 
Adult Ministry *• 
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Young adult ministry minisirv withtliose 
aged approximately 18 to 15 is a relatively 
new undertaking in the Catholic Church. 
Although younfe, idulthood has traditionally 
been the most common time for persons to 
"take a leave from the Church the large 
numbers oi young adults, in today s baby 
boom /generation* coupled, iwtb cultural 
changes which have alien|t«<T many from 
institutions such as the Church, have brought 
the" issue of the relationship between young 
adults and the Church to the fore 

Some young adults wtto##|pbeen nurtured 
1te#ugji their associati0i| w||& yoiitlj groups 
or caffl|us ministry suddenly; find themselves 
orf tbf periipheiy of Church life, seemingly 
ignored until they get marked aoid start a 
family. Others dismiss the Cpurch as irrele
vant and butdat^L Parents ̂ qf young adults 
often express concern that their children have 
leftMeJ/Cnurch &nct may neveftfetum. 
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the needs of young adults within the Church, 
Bishop Matthew H. Clark two years ago 
foipied a Commission on Young Adult 
Ministry, a volunteer group of 20 to 25 young 
adults placed in the Division of Special 
JPastoral Ministries. This past February, 
]tnrough the generosity of those who contrib
uted to the diocesan Thanks Giving Appeal, 

riSparen Rinefierd was hired as part-time 
,'^dordinator of Young Adult Ministry to 
sujpport the work of the commission. 

ijhe commission's outreach to young adults 
incudes helping parishes begin their own 
yBung adult ministry as well as supporting 
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Karen Rinefierd, left, dioce
san coordinator of Young 
Adult Ministry. 

parish as unique wit 
discussion With -0 
councils, we try mutually to find W&ys to 
integrate young adults b^leclBto parish life. 
Most often, young adults themselves can take 
responsibility for any special activities de
signed for them." 

The commission also gathers young adults 
on a regional basis for various educational, 
social and spiritual programs. A newsletter, 
"Focus," including informative articles and 
publicity for young adult events sponsored by 
various groups, is published quarterly. 

On Oct. 20 at St. Patrick's School of 
Religion in Victor, the commission will be 
sponsoring a special gathering for those 
presently involved in young adult ministry 
and those who would like to begin activities in 
their own parish. Concrete tools for beginn
ing or extending such ministry will be offered. 
There will also be opportunities for young 
adults from around the diocese to share their 
successes and their concerns. Both young 
adults and parish staff are invited. 

Ms. Rinefierd highlights the importance of 
young adult ministry. "We, as Church, need 
t o offer an alternative vision t o young adul ts 
of what God intends for them and how the 
world should be. As John Cusick, director of 
young adult ministry in Chicago puts it, 
'Young adults are a faith-filled group of 
people looking for an outlet.' We, in the 
Church, are seeking to provide that outlet, to 
serve and challenge young adults as well as be 
challenged by them." 
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Father Thomas J. Harvey, NCCC executive director, receives the first installment 
of the Golden Age grant from Margaret Mealey, president of Catholic Golden 
Age, and Thomas D. Hinton, vice president. 

Catholic Golden Age Gives 
$250,000 for NCCC Study 

S c r a n t o n , P a . — T h e 
Catholic Golden Age Foun
dation has awarded a five-
year grant of $250,000 to the 
Natiorial Conference of 
Catholic Charities to identify 
and respond to the housing 
needs of the elderly. 

According to a Catholic 
Golden Age release, "Hous
ing experts predict that 
shelter needs for the nation's 
elderly, whose numbers are 
increasing rapidly, may reach 
crisis proportions within the 
next decade." 

The grant will be ad
ministered by the NCCC's 
C o m m i s s i o n on Aging , 
whose members include the 
Catholic Health Association, 
the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, diocesan 
housing organizations and 
representatives of the aca
demic community. 

Catholic Golden Age is a 
national non-profit organiza
tion of Catholics over '50. It 
claims an enrolled mem
b e r s h i p of m o r e t h a n 
900,000. It established the 
foundation in 1982 to sup
port programs which enhance 
the lives of senior Catholics 
and which fur ther un
derstanding of the special 
needs of the elderly. 

• With the grant, the NCCC 
has been charged to: 

• Identify all forms of 
Church involvement in hous
ing programs for the elderly 
throughout the country; 

• Establish a data base of 
Church activity in the hous
ing area; 

• Determine current and 
future shelter needs of the 
elderly; 

• F o r m a n a t i o n a l 
network linking all Church-

related agencies and institu
tions involved in providing 
housing and shelter for the 
elderly; 

• Identify and publicize 
innovative housing services 
for the elderly; 

• And influence public 
policies that affect the shelter 
needs of the elderly. 

Oktoberfest Mass 
F a t h e r F r e d e r i c k 

Eisemann, pastor of Holy 
Family Church, will preach, 
and Father Winfried Kellner 
will be main, celebrant of the 
annual Octoberfest Mass, 3 
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 16 at 
Old St. Mary's Church. The 
event is sponsored by the 
area 's German American 
societies; and is the religious 
opener for the city's celebra
tion of Oktoberfest. 

BLESSED 
ARE 
THE PEACEMAKERS . . 

True peace flows from a spirit at peace—a soul that knows the all-
embracing love of God. 
The poor of a Manila slum know that Sr. Alphonsa is counted 
a m o n g t h e " c h i l d r e n of G o d , " for t h e y h,ave k n o w n H i s l o v e 

t h r o u g h h e r . E v e n in t h e da i ly s t r u g g l e t o s u r v i v e , s h e h e j p s l e a d 

t h e m t o t h e p e a c e t h a t p a s s e s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

Y o u c a n h e l p t o o , b y s u p p o r t i n g t h e C h u r c h in t h e d e v e l o p i n g 
w o r l d t h r o u g h t h e P r o p a g a t i o n of t h e F a i t h . 

The Society for 
THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 

The central organization for the support of 
the Church's worldwide mission work. 

Yes! I w a n t to h e l p b r i n g G o d ' s love a n d peace to the w o r l d ' s p o o r a n d 

suffering. Enclosed is m y gift for the mi s s ion C h u r c h : 

• $2,400 • $1,200 • $600 • $300 D $150 D $75 D $30 D $10 D Other $ _ _ 
D I will tend a monthly donation when possible. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Please ask the missionaries to remember the following intentions at Mass 

L 

Photo Misso 9/84 Send your gift to: 

The Society for 
THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 

Father Robert C. Bradler 
123 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 14604 
716) 454-2926 J 


