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Insights 
In Liturgy 

By Father Thomas P. Midi 

Why Go to 
Formation 
Sessions? 

Last week I spent some 
time explaining the com
ing fall offerings made 
available through the 
Liturgy Office. This week, 
I would' like to offer some 
reflections concerning the 
reasons why it is impor
tant to attend workshops 
h a v i n g t o d o w i t h 
worship/liturgy. 

So often when people 
express an interest in 
joining an organization, 
one of the first questions 
asked is, "What will be 
expected of me?" People 
l i k e t o k n o w t h e 
parameters of responsibil
ity. Before making a 
commitment, people want 
to know what the com
mitment involves. Often-
t i m e s , t h e r e a r e 
guidelines,' job descrip-
t i o n s , . o r g a n i z a t i o n 
directives/by-laws which 

give this information. 
Coming to know these, 
forms the necessary in
itiation for the new 
members. 

Liturgical ministry can 
be seen in somewhat the 
same light. When a person 
enters (or considers en
tering) a ministry, it is 
only fair that he/she know 
the responsibilities of that 
position. A formation 
session's goal is to identify 
these responsibilities. For 
Christ ian peop le , of 
course, the responsibility 
flows from Baptism. 
Through Baptism, Chris
tians are empowered to 
continue the mission of 
Jesus. This mission takes 
a person into many areas 
of concern — one of which 
is the area of liturgical 
experience. Yet, how 
many people when they 
b e c o m e e u c h a r i s t i c 

ministers, ushers, lectors, 
servers, or cantors do so 
because of a baptismal 
call? Sometimes eyes have 
to be opened to the 
"whys" and "hows" of 
our sacramental experi
ence. Formation pro
grams do just that! 

After one begins to 
serve a community, often 
there surfaces a longing 
for more knowledge and 
background for revelant 
information. Enrichment 
programs can aid individ
ual reading and research. 
Such programs invite the 
participants to reflect on a 
particular ministry in light 
of tradition, history and 
development. For exam
ple, eucharistic ministers 
can be helped when their 
knowledge of Eucharistic 
theology is deepened and 
an awareness of their 
place in the history of the 
Church is established. 
This information is added 
to that of the initial 
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Charles J. Dispenza 

33 Maple Ave. 
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1984 PILGRIMAGE TO THE 
NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
OCT. 18-21 

3 NIGHTS DELUXE DOWNTOWN ACCOMMODATIONS 
• 2 meals including dinner theatre with live performance. 

• Sightseeing with local guide, including such highlights as Bureau of 
Engraving, White House, U.S. Capitol, Memorials and Monuments, Arlington 
National Cemetery, Mt. Vernon. 
• Franciscan Monastery tour $ ^ ) 4% Q 
• Tour and Mass at National Shrine C 1 9 tw in /db l . 

For your Blue Bird tour cal l : 

716-546-8383 

BLUEBII© Office: 
502 N. Iirry St. 
fflne, Niw York 147E0 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT \H 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON 
THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH 

SYMPATHETIC CARE AND ATTENTION. 

ROCHESTER - 1 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

1210-1218 Culver Roadl 
Rochester, N.Y. 14609 
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Xorbet l 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
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Rochester, N.Y. 14611 
(716)235-2000 
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Funeral Home 
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May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr., 
Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
(716) 467-7957 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edwin Sulewski 
Joan Michaels 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Paul W.Harris 
Funeral Honp Inc.: 

570 Kings Highway^. 
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GREECE PEIMFiELD 
Younglove-Smith 

Funeral Home 
1511 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14615 
(716)458-6200 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfleld, N.Y. 14526 

(716)381-3900 

f a c t i o n . L i t u r g i c a l 
ministry is, at its base, a 
community experience. It 
is done with "others in 
mind." Knowledge of the 
Church (we call is ec-
clesiology) is necessary if a 
person is going to be an 
active member of that 
Church. Continued edu
cation allows a person to 
develop an attitude and 
understanding of "being 
Church." 

While you are looking 

over the Liturgy offerings 
for the Fall/Winter of 
1984, please keep some of 
these thoughts in mind. 
Look at the coming 
season as a time when new 
d o o r s m a y o p e n , 
established patterns may 
be enhanced, and you, as 
an individual and as a 
member of Church, may 
grow. We can always 
learn. We never stop de
veloping and rediscover-

. ing the wonderful pre
sence of God. 

ATTENTION SENIOR CITIZENS 
The Rochester Housing Authority currently has vacancies 
in some of its senior citizen developments. All complexes 
are conveniently located to shopping, public transporta
tion and other services. All provide a safe and secure en
vironment. In most cases, the utilities, stove and refrigerator 
are included In the rent. Tenants pay only 30% of their ad
justed monthly Income for rent. For more information or 
to request an application, contact our Tenant Certification 
Office at 328-7890. 
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