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U.S. Bishops: Hlogical

For Candidates to Split
Personal, Public Morality

Washington (NC) --
Bishop James W. Malone of
Youngstown, Ohio, president
of the U.S. Catholic Confer-
ence, Aug. 9 rejected political
candidates’ claims that
personal morality shouid not
influence policy decisions
and warned against can-
didates’ use of religion to
appeal to voters.

In an unusual "statement
authorized by the officers of
the USCC, public action
agency of the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops,
the conference president also
reiterated that the bishops’
conference ‘‘does not take
positions for or against polit-
ical candidates.”’

The statement said the
bishops’ opposition to “‘the
direct taking of innocent
human life (by abortion or by
direct attacks on non-
combatants im war)’’ is not
merely a policy statement of
a Catholic group but ‘“‘a
direct affirmation of the
constant moral teaching of
the Catholic Church.”’

Bishop Malone’s state-
ment, which a USCC
spokesman said was intended
first for Catholic and other
voters and then for politi-
cians and the bishops as
teachers, followed issuance
of the hierarchy’s 1984 politi-
cal responsibility statement
and its testimony prepared

for the Democratic and Re-
publican platform hearings.
It also came in the midst of
a heated 1984 presidential
campaign in which religion
has become an issue. A day
earlier, Vice President
George Bush told the Knights
of Columbus at their annual
convention in Denver that the

Reagan administration shares
the values of the Knights and
other Catholics.

The statement had not
been expected to be released
until the end of August but
was made public after The
New York Times earlier the
same day reported on por-
tions of the document the

newspaper said it had ob-
tained.

“It would be regrettable if
religion as such were injected
into a political campaign
through appeals to can-
didates’ religious affiliations

and commitments,”’ Bishop
Malone wrote.
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St.Joseph’s Oratory, the
highest spot in the city of
Montreal, can be seen
from all sections of the
city and countryside.
Pope John Paul 11 will

visit thee Sept. 11. (NC
Photo)
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