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U.S. Clarifies Position
On Population Control Aid

Washington (NC) -- The
White House has issued a
policy statement saying it
would deny U.S. population
control aid to non-
g@vernment groups which
‘“prform or actively pro-
mote’’ abortion, but it may
continue to give population
aid to nations in which abor-

tion is part of the population
control program.

One of the biggest losers
could be the International
Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion, which could have more
than $10 million a year in
U.S. funding withdrawn, or
more than 20 percent of its
yearly budget. @

Insights
In Liturgy

By Sister Helen Harber, r.c.
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A new policy statement
also would require, as a
condition for further U.S.
funding, that the U.N. Fund
for Population Activities
show that it does not fund
abortion or coercive family
planning programs. The
UNFPA gets $38 million, or
one fifth of its budget, from
the United States.

When an earlier version of
the Reagan administration’s
position was leaked in June,
it drew strong approval from
anti-abortion groups and pol-
itical conservatives but sharp
criticism from family plann-
ing groups that approve of
abortion.

Msgr. Daniel Hoye, gener-
al secretary of the U.S.
Catholic Conference, the
public policy arm of the U.S.
bishops, endorsed key
aspects of the June draft,
including its réjection of indi-
rect abortion funding. He
said it could signal a redirec-
tion of U.S. policy ‘‘toward
an approach which is more
balanced and more respectful
of human dignity.”’

Msgr. Hoye said July 16
that he had not yet had a
chance to study the revised
policy, but he welcomed ‘‘in
principle’’ any policy which
moves in the direction of
rejecting abortion as a form
of population control.

The new policy statement,
revealed July 13, is to be
presented at the U.N. In-
ternational Conference on
Population beginning Aug. 6
in Mexico City. It is to serve
as the framework for the
U.S. delegation’s work at
that meeting.

Since 1974 the United
States has prohibited direct
use of its population control
funds to fund abortions, but
it has funded other popula-
tion control activities of gov-
ernments and voluntary or-
ganizations which are also
engaged in abortion funding.
The U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
currently spends about $240
million a year on population
programs.

Anti-abortion groups have
contended that the 1974 poli-
cy indirectly funds abortions
because the American fund-
ing for other population ac-
tivities allows the recipient
nation or organization to
devote more funds from
other sources to its abortion
activities.

Organizations such as the
International Planned Par-

enthood Federation have met

the U.S. requirements by
strictly segregating their

.abortion-related activities

from other population activi-
ties, using U.S. funds only
for the other activities.

The new policy says that
the U.S. government will no
longer give any funds to
‘“‘non-governmental organi-
zations which perform or
actively promote abortion as
a method of family planning
in other nations.”’

The UNFPA says it does
not fund abortion, but abor-
tion opponents dispute that
claim. The new policy state-
ment permits continued
American aid to the UNFPA
if it gives ‘‘concrete evi-
dence’’ that it does not un-
dérwrite abortion.

Aside from the shift on
population control funding
to foreign governments, the
new policy statement retains
essentially the same language
and thrust as the earlier
draft. Its basic philosophy is
that the chief obstacle to
development in poor nations
is not population growth, but
the ‘‘pathology’’ of ‘‘gov-
ernmental control of
economies.”’

AT YOUR
Guardian Angels
Henrietta — The Queen of
the Americas Guild of
Guardian Angels Church
holds a perpetual novena in
honor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe 7:30 p.m. each
Monday. The public is in-
vited.
[ I BN

The guild also sponsors a
First Saturday program
which includes a 9 a.m.
Mass, recitation of the rosa-
ry, 15 minutes of meditation,
acts of reparation and con-
secration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary and a hymn to
Our Lady of Fatima, on the
first Saturday of each month.
The hour-long event *‘is in
reparation for our sins, world
peace and the conversion of
Russia,” according to Phil
Drexler, president of the
guild. Other officers of the
organization are Father
Richard A. Hart, pastor and
spiritual director; Inez Hen-
nessy, secretary; Tess
Schofer, treasurer; Cathy
Weston, literary and materi-
als; Gloria Shostad, film;
Dorothy Mirabile and Elhel
Dame, publicity.

Lady of Lourdes

Elmira — At the recent
meeting of Our Lady of
Lourdes Holy Name Society
it was decided that: 1. at the
death of a Holy Name
member, an announcement
will be placed in the newspa-
per for all members to gather
at the funeral home for
prayers for the deceased; 2.
because of decreasing atten-
dance at fund raising events,
the real effort must be made
for the comfort of the present
patrons and in the hope of
attracting new patrons, and
to this end new equipment
will be purchased; 3. a new
policy will be put into effect
barring loaning of chairs and
tables from the hall. Persons
asking to borrow chairs or
tables will be directed to
borrow them from the recto-
ry garage.

Mt. Carmel

The graduating class of
1934 from Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel School recently cele-
brated its 50th anniversary.
Twenty eight attended the
event at the Pittsford Tavern
on the Mall. A Mass was
celebrated July 8 for de-
ceased members at the parish
church.

Immaculate

Ithaca — Couples plann-
in? Ymarriage at Immaculate
Conception Church have
been advised that Pre-Cana
will be held 7-10 p.m.,
Monday and Wednesday,
Sept. 10 and 12 in room 108
of the school. Pre-Cana is
required of all couples plan-
ning marriage in the parish.

Assumption

Fairport — The youth
group of the Church of the
Assumption is planning a

" two-night camp-out Aug. 8,9

and 10 at Taughannock Fails.
The event will be led by
Father Robert Ring,
associate pastor. Teenagers
interested in attending are
asked to call Mrs. Atterbury,
385-3186 to register. In addi-
tion, the parish has asked for
loan of a tent for the venture.

St. Andrew

The Vacation Bible Camp
for St. Andrew’s Church will
be 9 a.m.-noon, August 6-10.
The camp is open to all
youngsters between 3 and 9.
Further information is avail-
able from Lucien Cayer, re-
ligious education
coordinator, 467-9201.

St. Patrick

Corning — Parishioners at
St. Patrick’s Church were
recently advised of a
smorgasbord dinner and
bocei  tournament, noon-4
p.m., Sunday, July 29 at St.
Mary’s Church in Silver
Springs. Tickets are $4 for
adults; $2 for children: and
free for pre-schoolers. The
public is invited.

11

St. Ambrose

Applications are now being
accepted for St. Ambrose
Church’s fourth annual Arts
and Crafts Sale, 10 a.m.-S
p.m., Friday, No.. 23,
Persons who did not
participate last year but who
would like to do so this year
are asked to contact Liz
Casper, 654-8625. Requests
will be. handled on a
first-come-first-served basis.

[ I BN J

The parish also issued a
request for callers for the St.
Ambrose Blood Drive, slated
August 6. Interested persons
are asked to leave names and
telephone numbers at the
rectory.

Fr. Albert
Shamon
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