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Episcopalians Celebrate Ordination Anniversary 
Henrietta — A service to 

commemorate the tenth an­
niversary of the first ordina­
tion of women as priests in 
the Episcopal Church will be 
held 3:30 p.m., Sunday, July 
29 at St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church here. = . 

The celebration marks the 
anniversary of the con­
troversial July 29, 1974, or­
dination to the priesthood of 
11 women decons from eight 
dioceses of the Episcopal 
Church, in the United States. 
Three retired Episcopal bish­
ops performed the ceremony 
at the Church of the 
Advocate in Philadelphia. 
The "irregular" ordination 
was the first in the history of 
the Episcopal Church, at a 
time when its laws did not 
allow the ordination of 
women as priests or bishops. 

The Rev. Merrill Bittner, 
one of the 11 priests, will 
preach at the July 29 service. 
Now living in Newry, Me., 
she was a deacon in the 
E p i s c o p a l Diocese of 
Rochester when she and the 

other women deacons acted 
to take what they describe as 
a "valid and right" step 
toward priestly ordination. 

Clergy women now-serving 
in the Episcipal Diocese of 
Rochester wilj join with 
Bishop William G. Burrill, 
Bishop of Rochester, to 
concelebrate the Eucharist. 

Much of the service music 
and readings will be the same 
of those used at the 1974 
rites, from the lectionary for 
the feast of Mary and Martha 
of Bethany. 

The women and bishops 
involved in the ordination a 
decade ago risked censure by 
the wider Church, in their 
home dioceses and by other 
bishops. Most of the women 
priests were prevented from 
exercising faculties by their 

bishops. The oldest, the Rev. 
Jeannette Piccard, died at 86 
in 1981. The others now hold 
parochial and non-parochial 
positions, including two 
professorships at one of the 
Episcopal Church's semi-

I 
naries. J?.. 

At the 1976 meeting 6£|he 
Episcopal Church's Ggwgral 
Convention, a triefl^al 
legislative assembly of 6f||gy 
and lay delegates, the CM|ch 
approved the ordinatidrftibf 

women to the priesthood and 
episcopacy. Following that 
action, Bittner was received 
as a priest in the Diocese of 
Rochester. The following 
day, the first woman priest in 
the Episcopal Diocese of 

Rochester was ordained un­
der the new Church laws. 

Five women priests now 
preside in parishes in Hone-
oye Fa l l s , Sodus and 
Walcott, Avon, Henrietta 
and Savona. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAV1&RRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDfiLS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON 
THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS Lll|ED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH 

SYMPATHETIC!©ARE AND ATTENTION. 
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Hicks Home Heating Inc. 
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THE HOLY FATHER'S VISIT 
Join with Pope John Paul II 

as he celebrates Mass in 

TORONTO, CANADA 
SEPTEMBER 15 

Hassle-free transportation to the site of the Holy 
Father's Mass by air-conditioned motorcoach. 

$44.95 Space Limited! 

call NOW! 247-8853 • 244-8426 
Another Bus has been Added 
NEW EXPERIENCE TOURS 
300 WHITE SPRUCE BLVD. 
P.O. BOX 18203 
ROCHESTER, NY 14618 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

1210-1218 Culver Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14609 

(716)482-6260 

? Gorbett 
Funfrll Home, Inc. 
Roger G.Biakeslee 
109 West Avenue 

Rochlsier, N.Y. 14611 
(Till 235-2000 
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Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

IROIM&EQUOIT 
May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr. 
Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
(716) 467-7957 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Incii I, 
Edward hf, Dreier * 
Alan ErQiltner'M 

1717 Portland Avenljf 
Rochester, NY. I46if, 

(716)34^-8500 * 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edwin Sulewski 
Joan Michaels 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Paul W.Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

PENFIELD 

_ 

Vay.Sehleich 
and pees on 

Funerif Home Inc. 
"Gre&egSi Largest and 

Most Omffete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece"? N.Y. 14616 

(7f£)iE&3-5827 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

(716)381-3900 
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