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Text of Catholic-Syrian Orthodox Statement 
Vatican City (NC) — Here is the Vatican text of a 

statement signed by Pope John Paul II and Syrian 
Orthodox Patriarch Moran Mar Ignatius Zakka I Iwas of 
Antioch during an audience at the Vatican June 23. 

1. His Holiness John Paul II, bishop of Rome and pope 
of the Catholic Church, and His Holiness Moran Mor 
Ignatius Zakka I Iwas, patriarch of Antioch and all the 
East and supreme head of the Universal Syrian Orthodox 
Church, kneel down with full humility in front of the 
exalted and extolled heavenly throne of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, giving thanks for this glorious opportunity which 
has been granted them to meet together in his love in order 
to strengthen further the relationship between their two 
sister churchesTthe Church of Rome and the Syrian 
Orthodox Church of Antioch — the relationship already 
excellent through the joint initiative of their tidinesses of 
blessed memory Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Moran Mor 
Ignatius Jacoub III. 

Z. Their holinesses Pope John Paul II and Patriarch 
Zakka I wish solemnly to widen the horizon of their 
brotherhood and affirm herewith the terms of the deep 
spiritual communion which already unites them and the 
prelates, clergy and faithful of both their churches, to 
consolidate these ties of faith, hope and love, and to 
advance in finding a wholly common ecclesial life. 

3. First of all, their holinesses confess the faith of their 
two churches, formulated by the Nicene Council of 325 
A.D. and generally known as "The Nicene Creed." The 
confusions and schisms that occurred between their 
churches in the later centuries, they realize today, in no way 
affect or touch the substance of their faith, since these 
arose only because of differences in terminology and 
culture and in the various formulae adopted by different 
theological schools to express the same matter. According
ly, we find today no real basis for the sad divisions and 
schisms that subsequently arose between us concerning the 
doctrine of Incarnation. In words and life we confess the 
true doctrine concerning Christ our Lord, notwithstanding 
the differences in interpretation of such a doctrine which 
arose at the time of the Council of Chalcedon. 

4. Hence we wish to reaffirm solemnly our profession of 
common faith in the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Moran Mor Ignatius Jacoub 
III did in 1971. They denied that there was any difference 
in the faith they confessed in the mystery of the word of 
God made flesh and become truly man. In our turn we 

confess that he became incarnate for us, taking to hims|ff a 
real body with a rational soul. He shared gur humanill in 
all things except sin. We confess that our Lord andjfjfur 
God, our savior and the king of all, Jesus Christ, is pefffct 
God as to his divinity and perfect man as |p bis humaMy. 
In him his divinity is united to his humanity. This uni f i is 
real, perfect, without blending or miiagljng, witMut 
confusion,, without alteration, without division, witffeut 
the least separation. He who is God eternal and indivis|fle, 
became visible in the flesh and took the forp of servanlfjn 
him are united, in a real, perfect, indivisible jand 
inseparable way, divinity and humanity, "and in hir | 111 
their properties are present and active. Wft, 

5. Having the same conception of Christ, we confess? |po 
the same conception of his mystery. Incarnate, deadjijid 
risen again, our Lord, God and savior haj gpnquerr "*"" 
and death. Through him during the time between Pent 
and the Second Coming, the period which i§ also M l 
phase of time, it is given to man to experience the I 
creation, the Kingdom of God, the trans%ping fei *" 
(cf. Mt 13:33) already present in our midst. For this 
has chosen a new people, his holy church which is the 6j|8y 
of Christ. Through the word and through t|e sacranrats 
the Holy Spirit acts in the church to cal| everybody J | d 
make them members of this body of Chrisj. Those j | l jo 
believe are baptized in the Holy Spirit in the name a f t e 
Holy Trinity to form one body and thjojgh the j p y 
sacrament of the anointing of confirmation their fa i l les 
perfected and strengthened by the same spirit. j | | 

6. Sacramental life finds in the holy! Eucharis|f||s 
fulfillment and its summit, in such a way tha{ it is thfo|s|h 
the Eucharist that the church most profoundly realizes ]Md 
reveals its nature. Through the holy Euchartsl the evgnjfejDf 
Christ's Pasch expands throughout the cJsjifch. Thfo^fh 
holy baptism and confirmation, indeed, £|i§ membersf|>f 
Christ are anointed by the Holy Spiritt

ygyafted oaMo 
Christ; and through the holy Eucharist the ej^rch becomes 
what she is destined to be through baptisn^ &nd confM&-
tion. By communion with the body and blogd of Christ me 
faithful grow in that mysterious divinizatijMiuby whicll the 
Holy Spirit makes them dwell in the Son a§ children <§lf t i e 
Father. T. :Jj 

7. The other sacraments, which the Catholic Church $hd 
the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch btojy togetrfef^in 
one and the same succession of apostolic ministry, i.e. fepy 
orders, matrimony, reconciliation of peni(§n|s and afiofh-

Recent Movie Ratings 
New York (NC) — Here is a list of recent 

films which the U.S. Catholic Conference 
Department of Communication has rated 
on the basis of moral suitability. 

The first symbol after each title is the 
USCC rating. The second symbol is the 
rating of the Motion Picture Association of 
America. 

These are the USCC symbols and their 
meanings: A-I — general patronage; A-II 
— adults and adolescents; A-III — adults; 
A-IV — adults, with reservations (an A-IV 
classification designates certain films that, 
while not morally offensive in themselves, 
require caution and some analysis and 
explanation as a protection to the unin
formed against wrong interpretations and 
false conclusions); O — morally offensive. 
The word "recommended" appears behind 
the titles of those films that merit such a 
designation. a 

Here are the Motion Picture Association 
of America symbols and their meanings: G 
— general audiences, all ages admitted; PG 
— parental guidance suggested, some ma
terial may not be suitable for children; R — 
restricted, under 17 requires accompanying 
parent or adult guardian; X — no one 
under 17 admitted (age limit may vary in 
certain areas). 

B 
Blame It On Rio, 0 (R) 
The Bounty, A-IV (PG) 
Breakin', A-II(PG) 
The Buddy System, A-III (PG) 

C 
Conan the Destroyer, O (PG) 

F 
Finders Keepers, O (R) 
Firestarter, A-III (R) 

G 
Ghostbusters, A-III (PG) 
Gremlins, A-III (PG) 

Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan, A-III 
(PG) 

I 
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, 

A-III (PG) 
K 

The Karate Kid, A-II (PG) 
! M 

Making the Grade, O(R) 
Misunderstood, A-II (PG) 
Moscow Qn the Hudson, O (R) 

N 
The Natural, A-II (PG) 

O 
Once Upon a Time in America, O (R) 

P 
The Pope of Greenwich Village, A-III 

(R) 
Police Academy, O (R) 
Privates Oh Parade, A-III (R) 
The Prodigal, A-II (PG) 
Purple Hearts, A-III (R) 

R 
Racing With the Moon, O (PG) 
The Right Stuff, A-III (PG) 
Rhinestone, A-III (PG) 
Romancing the Stone, A-III (PG) 

S 
Scarface, O (R) ~_ 
Sixteen Candles, O(PG) 
Splash, A-III (PG) 
The Stone Boy, A-II (PG) (Recom

mended) 
Star Trek HI: The Search for Spock, A-H 

(PG) 
Streets of Fire, A-III (PG) 
Stuck On You, O(R) 
Swing Shift, A-III (PG) 

T 
Tender Mercies, A-II (PG) (Recom

mended) 
Terms of Endearment, A-III (PG) 
This Is Spinal Tap, A-II (R) 
Top Secret, A-III(PG) 

Deadline * , n|f 
Deadlinej for newsjfe the 

Courier-J^ufnal is ftoo|i on 
Thursday ,~j preceding ^Wed
nesday gu|>lication!fl 

ting of the sick, are ordered to that celebration of the holy 
Eucharist which is the center of sacramental life and the 
chief visible expression of ecclesial communion. This 
communion of Christians with each other and of all 
churches united around their lawful bishops is realized in 
the gathered community which confesses the same faith, 
which reaches forward in hope of the world to come and in 
expectation of the savior's return and is anointed by the 
Holy Spirit, who dwells in it with charity that never fails. 

8. Since it is the chief expression of Christian unity 
between the faithful and between bishops and priests, the 
holy Eucharist cannot yet be concelebrated by us. Such 
celebration supposes a complete identity of faith such as 
does not yet exist between us. Certain questions, in fact, 
still need to be resolved touching the Lord's will for his 
church, as also the doctrinal implications and canonical 
details of the traditions proper to our communities which 
have been too long separated. 

9. Our identity in faith, though not yet complete, entitles 
us to envisage collaboration between our churches in 
pastoral care, in situations which nowadays are frequent 
both because of the dispersion of our faithful throughout 
the world and because of the precarious conditions of these 
difficult times. It is not rare, in fact, for our faithful to find 
access to a priest of their own church materially or morally 
impossible. Anxious to meet their needs and with their 
spiritual benefit in mind, we authorize them in such cases 
to ask for the sacraments of penance, Eucharist and 
anointing of the sick from lawful priests of either of our 
two sister churches, when they need them. It would be a 
logical corollary of collaboration in pastoral care to 
cooperate in priestly formation and theological education. 
Bishops are encouraged to promote sharing of facilities for 
theological education where they judge it to be advisable. 
While doing this we do not forget that we must still do all in 
our power to achieve the full visible communion between 
the Catholic Church and the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch and ceaselessly implore our Lord to grant us that 
unity which alone will enable us to give to the world a fully 
unanimous Gospel witness. 

10. Thanking the Lord who has allowed us to meet and 
enjoy the consolation of the faith we hold in common (cf. 
Rom 1:12) and to proclaim before the world the mystery of 
the person of the word incarnate and of his saving work, 
the unshakeable foundation of that common faith, we 
pledge ourselves solemnly to do all that in us lies to remove 
the last obstacles still hindering full communion between 
the Catholic Church and the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch, so that with one heart and voice we may preach 
the word: "The true light that enlightens every man" and 
"that all who believe in his name may become the children 
of God" (cf. St John 1:9-12). 

Rochester Sisters 
Continued from Page 1 

growth by providing the sta
ble base of organization 
wherein basic interrela
tionships, rights and obliga
tions, procedures and neces
sary structures are assured." 

Father Gray emphasized 
this evolution and growth 
and gave a strong forward 
movement to the conference. 
He pointed to the present 
immigrant refugee Church of 
Hispanics and east Asians as 
pivotal in defining the task of 
the modern Church in the 
United States. 

"Who," he asked, "will be 
the people of God in our 
future, the people whose tal
ents and needs will shape our 
identities and ministries as 
religious?" 

In a panel presentation. 
Archbishop John Whealon 
of Hartford, Bishop John 
McGann of Rockville Centre, 
and Bishop John Snyder of 
St. Augustine, aired their 
views on "What Bishops 
Hope for from Religious in 
the Service of the Church." 
Bishop Raymond Lessard of 

Savannah, Ga., a member of 
the pontifical commission 
which is working on the 
dialogue between bishops 
anJ religious, gave the final 
talk. 

Sister Elizabeth Anne and 
Sister Muriel agreed that the 
central theme and thrust of 
the conference and the 
pivotal points noted by Fa
ther Hennessey in the key
note address need continued 
exploration and clarification 
within both the local and 
universal Church. 

ME TO OUR 

% T. STANISLAUS CHURCH 
Cottier of Hudson and Norton 
Plenty of Parking Available Near Grounds 

FRIfiAY • SATURDAY • SUNDAY 

JAUGUST 3, 4, 5 
POLISH SIT-DOWN DINNERS 

OR A LA CARTE 
SERVED FRllDAY AND SATURDAY FROM 6:00 P.M. 

ft) SUNDAY FROM 1:00 
;Mi£ FEATURING: 

Golemki "Stuffed Cabbage", Pierogi, Polish Sausage & 
\H§ Sauerkraut and Potatoe Pancakes 

Also Serving Hots, Hamburgers, Italian 
Sausage, Assorted Beverages 

• HOME-MADE BAKED GOODS • 
• CHILDREN'S ATTRACTIONS • 

UVE POLISH MUSIC 
EACH DAY 

~& ~ 

St. Stanislaus Church 
C#ner of Hudson & Norton 


