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The sign outside St. Mary's proclaims the 150th anniversary for the city and the 
parish. 

City and St. Mary's 
Observe 150 Years 

BRIDAL4IL/^)RS 

For both Old St. Mary's 
Church and the City of 
Rochester, this is the 150th 
anniversary of their founda­
tion. 

A Mass of Thanksgiving 
will be celebrated 11:30 a.m., 
Sunday, July 8 at Old St. 
Mary's, an event com­
memorating the parish 
foundation. Parishioners, 
friends, city officials and rep­
resentatives of the Baptist 
Temple, also noting its ses-
q u i c e n t e n n i a 1 , w i l l 
participate. 

Father James L.awlor, 
pastor, will preside and pre­
ach. St. Mary's choir, under 
the direction of Thomas 
Donohue, will sing. And in­
ternationally known harpist 
Eileen Malone will play. 

A gala picnic will follow at 
1 p.m. in Washington Square 

Park across from the church. 
A special featrre will be 
entertainment by the Monroe 
County Parks Band from 2-4 
p.m. Joan McNeil's Pup­
peteers, with a turn-of-the-
century show, and Vendini 
the magician will also 
perform. 

An exhibit of St. Mary's 
memorabilia is also on dis­
play in the church. 

The public is invited to the 
celebration. 

St. Mary's opened July 13, 
1834 in an unused Methodist 
Church on South Saint Paul 
Street (now Sou th Avenue ) , 
with Fa the r Bernard O'.Reilly 
as the first pastor. I, 1852, 
land was pruchased for a new 
church on what is now St. 
Mary's Place, and building 
began in 1853. In 1858, Bish­
op John Timon of Buffalo 
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dedicated the church, which 
had cost $40,000 to build. 

The Irish Sisters of St. 
Bridget began to give re­
ligious instructions and work 
with the poor in 1856. The 
year following, the Sisters of 
Mercy arrived and opened a 
school, a soup kitchen, a 
House of Mercy for women, 
and an employment office. 
The Mercy Sisters worked in 
the parish for more than 100 
years, teaching, nursing the 
sick, visiting the imprisoned, 
and helping the unemployed. 

Other religious who have 
worked in the parish include 
the Christian Brothers and 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

Throughout the years, the 
priests. Sisters and people of 
St. Mary's tried to meet the 
needs of the poor, the immi­
grants, the needly of the city, 
regardless of religious beliefs. 

Stories are still told today 
of the generosity of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Men's Soci­
ety during the difficult era of 
the 1850s, of St. Mary's 
caring for the widows and 
orphans of the Civil War, 
and of the Sisters of Mercy 
working among the victims 
of 1918 influenza epidemic. 

Today, despite many 
changes in the downtown 
area, St. Mary's continues to 
minister to the elderly, the 
young singles, married 
couples, transients and 
members of the business 
community. Lay people are 
heavily involved in today's 
ministries and an active 
parish council of 12 assists 
and advises the pastoral 
staff. 
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Cerarnje Figurine's 
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Let us be part of your 
-''* special day. 

Kay's Bridal 
Boutique 

1347 Lyell Ave. 458-0651 

CATERING 

"The Ultimate in 
Buffet Catering" 

1547 Clifford Avenue 
Rochester, New York 14609 

716-482-7291 

DECORATORS 

R.C. Shaheen 
Paint & Decorating 

Center 
1400 St. Paul St. 

266-1500 
121 Main St., Fairport 

223-0200 
DRESSMAKING 

Yes. you can sew your own 
beautiful wedding! 

Take advantage of our complete line of 
fabrics, lace, headpieces, trims, illusions 

Experienced Dre\smaker\ a i ailable 

631 Pit tsford-VictorRd. 
Behind Hitching Post Plaza 
Off Route 490 East 

248-2362 Bushnell's Basin. N Y 

FLORISTS 

Blanchard Florist 
'We help create beautiful memories'' 

841 Clinton Ave. North 
Rochester 

Flowers for all Occasions 

232-1917 

Floral Artistry 
Fascinating Wood Fiber Flowers 
"So Fresh looking . . . you must 

see them to believe it-" 
"We want your wedding to be 

uniquely yours." 
CALL LINDA KEEFE 

425-2608 

F U R N I T U R E 

Mangurian's 
Furniture • Carpets 

531 Monroe Ave. 
3042 Ridge Rd. West 

HONEYMOONS 

YOUR HONEYMOON 
Like your love is special 

GRINNELL TRAVEL 
Midtown Plaza Terrace 

454-3200 
2450 Ridge Rd. W. •• 225-0300 
1707 Monroe Ave. - 844-5500 

Acoustic Guitar Duo 
for Wedding Ceremonies 
Spiritual & Contemporary 

Selections 
Tim 872-3149 

Kevin 871-1168 

For Diamonds, Watches, 
and Jewelry. . . 

SEE 
Bernard J. Hensler 

& Son Jewelers 
922 Sibley Tower Bldg. 

454-6918 

The Source . 
5 6 0 Rtdge Rd. W. 

621-6280 
East Rochester Village Mall 

381-5719 
Pittsford Malt Plaza 

3 3 0 0 Monroe Ave. 
586-9145 

Heritage Jewelers 
Ridgemont Plaza 

225-7280 
Culver-Ridge Plaza 

266-1755 
Marketplace Mall 

424-4118 

[PHOTOGRAPHERS 

WEDDING CANDIDS 
by Burt Shapiro 

P H O T O G R A P H Y S T U D I O 

2 5 % Off Wedding Invitations 
Free Tux for the Groom 

Burt Shapiro Photography 
(716-244-3554) 

RECIPES 

ATTENTION NEW 
HOMEMAKERS... 

THINK FISH! 

CBolmer 

HAVE LOW COST 
'HOMEMADE" MEALS 

WITH 

ROSETTO 
PRODUCTS 

R E C E P T I O N S 

Top Hat Catering 
, ° Contract Food Service 

™ 4s- ° Banquets, Wedding 
° Custom Catering 
"Your Place or Ours" 

(716) 232-4760 
55 St. Paul Street, 

Rochester, N.Y. 14604 

The Party House 
. . . for a beautiful 

wedding reception 
Reservations call: 

235-5654 
677 Beahan Rd. 

Facilities for all Business 
and Social Occasions. 

RAMADA INN 
of Rochester 

Rehearsal Dinners 
Wedding Receptions 
for up to 150 people 
Special Guest Room Rales 

464-8800 

YOUR RECEPTION 
Make it a memorable 

o c c a s i o n . . 

AT 

* MANHATTAN 
Ea

2
stAve 454-7158 

I f ROCHESTER HILTON 
Wedding Receptions 

Rehearsal Dinners 
Group Room Rates 

475-1910 

TYPESETTING 

FREE Favor Tags in Color or 7 0 % OFF 
Invitations (only) with purchase of 

Personalized Mass Booklets for your Guests. 
(See February Wedding Supplement this paper.) 

A to Z T Y P E S E T T I N G - 8 6 5 - 9 6 3 1 
by appointment - Monday-Saturday 10 am to 9 p.m 


