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1 For Illegal

Washmglon (NC) --
Amnesty for illegal aliens
who came to the United
States before 1982, a key
element of immigration re-
form, was approved by the
House June 20 after
amendments failed to kill the
provision or substantially
narrow its scope.

Msgr. Daniel F. Hoye,
general secretary of the U.S.
Catholic Conference, de-
scribed the amnesty provision
June 20 as ‘“‘the final hurdle”’
for the bill, H.R. 1510,

Msgr. Hoye said that al-
though the USCC was dis-
appointed with other pro-
visions passed by the House,
such as the plan to expand
the guest worker program,
tampering with amnesty
would have been the one
action which would have
caused the USCC to
withdraw support for the bill.

The USCC is the public
policy arm of the U.S. bish-
ops.

The National Catholic
Conference for Interracial
Justice, on the other hand,
announced its opposition to
the immigration reform
proposals. It said passage of
the bill would cause further
problems without dealing
with underlying immigration
questions.

Msgr. Hoye, in letters to
members of Congress the
previous week, had urged
that 1982 -- not 1980 -- be
used as the cutoff date for
granting amnesty to illegal
aliens. He called amnesty

Lay Group
U.S. Econo:!

By Jerry Filtean
NC News Service

Leaders of the Lay Com-
mission on Catholic Social
Teaching and the U.S.
Economy said June 20 that
they will meet in July with
Archbishop Rembert
Weakland of Milwaukee,
head of the bishops’ com-
mittee drafting a pastoral
letter on Catholic teaching
and the American economy.

The lay commission,
chaired by former Treasury
Secretary William Simon,
also announced plans for the
first five hearings in a series
of regional forums it will
hold to gather testimony in
preparation for its ‘‘lay let-
ter’’ on Catholic social
teaching and the U.S.
economy. .

The commission is a group
of prominent American
Catholics formed by another
lay group, the American
Catholic Committee. Its
project parallels that of
Archbishop Weakland’s
committee, which has been
gathering testimony to write
the first draft of a national
pastoral letter by the U.S.
bishops on that topic.

Release of the first draft of
the bishops’ letter is expected
shortly after presidential
elections this November.
Publication of the lay letter is
expected within a few months
after the bishops’ first draft
is released.

The lay commission had its
first meeting June 13 in New
York. On June 20, in re-

sponse to requests by NC -

News for information on that
meeting and the com-
mission’s plans, Simon and
commission vice chairman
Michael Novak released a
joint statement.
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“the most’ xmpéﬁ‘ant pro-
vision of tlf;s bill. ’f"»"
‘“Without regalrza{hon >’ he
continued, ; f‘thé‘w})roposed
program of immigfation re-
form and conlnol W’ould be a
failure.” . ¥ i
An amenqum which
would have reﬁi yved the
amnesty p{OVlSl entirely
was defeated ¢Juiig 20 by a
vote of 233- l%§ That
amendment Was 4jfitroduced
by Rep. Bilk McC’éllum R-
Fla. k! ¥
anhopgé}nflé?‘pny I,
Bevilacqua § Qf Piz tsburgh,
chairman Qf* thée, Zbishops’
Migration and *Tourism
Committee,” §aid ‘ln an in-
terview June zfo tﬁa,: amnesty
is necessary to héld the sub-
culture of exp)ox ig‘l\aworkers
who are rgjésted®.by both
their homelan,d an‘l the Umt-
ed States. | ¥

E

Amnesty i5 3 ré%:iiﬁtlc solu-
tion to lon ~tame“‘,§roblems,
the bishop sgid. “Zl’&ere is no
way these people®gan sud-
denly be git geredk up and
returned’’ thnggountrles
they left yeagp“ 3804,

An amend,menfg épproved
by a 247- 170§uvot% gune 19
retained the" “Janzidl, 1982,
cutoff date, but adﬁéd a new
condition. Th ani‘é%dmem
introduced -; g M Aajority
Leader .lamgg cC. \}{"xght Jr.,
D-Texas, wauld alIow allens
to become ,t,e;nparary resi-
dents for tv)@ yea,rs then
permit them E@ become per-
manent residents if ghey were
employed angl h&d been
studying Engﬁsh and U.S.

B

They said tlgat g&}'}‘mg the

meeting Simon Bported
““that Archbxsgop Yeakland
had gracious] ‘ pted his

(Simon’s) mgﬁatlon o0 meet

with him in, Mxl kee in
July.” Amqu Gflg,é‘l‘ com-
mission membgrs #ho would
participate IQ that fmeeting,

they said, wgre Novak and
business exeg utlvé ﬁj, Peter
Grace.

At least on g blsﬁO? Bish-
op J. Francxs Stafford of
Memphis, T@n, has criti-
cized the lay c;gmrﬁis jon as a
““faction’’ in the tfé ition of
Catholic socigfpoh 1 con-
servatives who féject the
teaching of pgpes and bish-
ops on social xésues.

Respondm% “to &\ﬁgt criti-
cism, Simon and Nq;ggk said,
“In a general gxséaigion (at
the meeting) gme‘e TS of the
commission agreeﬁ;ﬁiat the
commission sh uld ém:perate

with the blShO ‘;e at the
same time m ng i%s ‘obliga-
tion to speak { rtll§‘llgﬁtly on

the U.S. economy.”: %

Simon andv Né’\*'ak said
commission mniimbers
“agreed further fhat lay
persons can make dn impor-
tant conmbuuon it they
speak on econgmié 1s§1es on
the basis of tllelr Sp}'actxcal
knowledge and expérience as
partlcxpants i¥ the 4 fliencan
economy.” .

The joint s;atem"iii said
some commission . xﬁémbers
criticized Catholic théology
and social thought [{fsr not
giving due regard 9 ‘‘the

originality of the A’fﬁencan -

experiment’’ in eéé’ilomlc
enterprise.

“Laymen can malce up for
the failure of gheolag’y and
theologians to appremate the
practical success 9f this
experiment,”’ said Simon and
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civics.

An amendment introduced
by Rep. Dan Lungren, D-
Calif., would have made the
House version comply with
the tougher two-tiered Senate
bill. That amendment was
voted down 245-181. The
House also-rejected, by a
246-177 vote, an amendment
that contained a one-step
1980 cutoff for amnesty.

The Senate version of the
immigration bill, passed in
May, would grant permanent
status to those who have been
in the United States since
before Jan. {, 1977 and tem-
porary status te those in the
country prior to Jan. 1, 1980.

Rep. Robert Garcia,
D-N.Y., chairman of the
Hispanic Caucus, said, *‘If
there’s anything that’s
humane in this bill, it’s the
amnesty program.”’ Without
it, he said, ‘‘there would be

. no dignity for anybody.”’

The Hispanic Caucus had
opposed many aspects of the
bill -- which the House began
debating June 11 -- including
fines for employers who
knowingly hire illegal aliens
and the expansion of the
guest worker program.

Msgr. Hoye said the USCC
was ‘‘very disappointed in
the guest worker provision,
in the danger of another
bracero program.”’ The brac-
ero program, from World
War 11 until the 1960s,
brought hundreds of
thousands of Mexican agri-
cultural workers into the
United States.

Novak. ‘““Much as (Jesuit
Father) John Courtney
Murray expressed the origi-
nality of the American
system of religious liberty,
Catholic laymen can express
the originality and valuec of
the American economic
system.”’

Father Murray was the
chief inspiration behind the
Second Vatican Council’s
“Declaration on Religious
Freedom,’’ which stated that
the role of civil government is
not to establish or enforce
adherence to a single religion
but to insure the legitimate
freedom of conscience, belief
and religious practice of all
its citizens.

Simon and Novak an-
nounced five scheduled
hearings planned by the
commission in the next two
months to address specific
issues concerning Catholic
social teachings and the U.S.
economy:

® July 11 in New York, on
poverty and welfare.

@ July 26 in Washington,
on planning and the role of
government in the economy.

@ July 30 in New York, on
trade and international dev-
elopment.

® Aug. 8 in Washington,
on Catholic social teaching.

® Mid-August (no precise
date set yet) in Los Angeles
on productivity, job creation
and economic growth.

Patricia Leeds, ad-
ministrative director of the
commission, told NC News
that another hearing has also
been set for Sept. 11 in
Pittsburgh, on industrial
competitiveness and decline.
Additional hearings are
planned, but dates, places
and topics have not been
definitively set, she said.

Peace
Academy

Approved

Washington (NC) -- The
Senate voted June 21 to
establish a national peace
academy to teach American
and foreign leaders how to
resolve conflicts without re-
sorting to violence.

The measure was adopted
by voice vote as an amend-
ment to a military authoriza-
tion bill, which now goes to a
House-Senate conference
committee. The House
version of the bill did not
include a similar amendment.

According to supporters,
the peace academy would be
a non-profit national center
using federal funds for re-
search and training. Support-
ers say it could emphasize
practical training in
negotiating as well as exam-
ine ways to limit violence
between nations and by ter-
rorists and revolutionary or-
ganizations.

Martha Manning, a
spokeswoman for the Na-
tional Peace Academy
Campaign, said the campaign
is optimistic about the
chances of the peace academy
amendment surviving the
House-Senate conference and
“l don’t anticipate trouble
with the House floor vote.*’

The National Peace
Academy Campaign is a
non-profit public interest or-
ganization based in
Washington. Members of the
National Peace Academy
Campaign advisory board
include Holy Cross Father
Theodore Hesburgh, presi-
dent of the University of
Notre Dame, and Archbish-
op Raymond G. Hunthausen

of Seattle.

The U.S. bishops

‘gpecifically endorsed the

peace academy in their 1983
pastoral letter, ‘‘The
Challenge of Peace: God’s
Promise and Our Response.’’
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