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justice he speaks from the heart.
He also speaks from

experience. .
The bishop, who was raised as

Catholic Corference secretary for
social develdpment and world
peace. Christian faith, he added,
“compels us to do something”
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In a recent interview, Bishop
Howze discussed the issue of
justice and some of his en-
counters with injustice, both in-
side and outside the church.

“Once when I was a young

" man in Mobile | was denied the

opportunity to receive the sacra-
ment of penance. The priest told
me that that wasn’t my church
and to go somewhere else. |
never will forget that,” the
bishop said. “"And I remember

Msgr. Lally said. “Everything
since Vatican Council Il has em-
phasized that we're a Christian

community. From the very begin-

ning the church was a communi-
ty. And everything is wrapped
around Chrisrianity in action.”

The priest pcknowledged that
“certain number of people are
going to be uninterested. There's
a tendency in all of us not to
look at (social problems). People
have to be persuaded that the
problems are theirs. ™

Msgr Lally cited the war and
peace issue. A few vears ago, he
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Poverty. War. Racism. The world is still haunted
by the specter of injustice and suffering. Faced

with glaring examples of man’s inhumanity to
man, what's a Christian to do?

“ The bishop, however. is reluc-
tant to reduce the social justice
question to a series of stories or
anccdotes. Problems of racism.
peace, sexism, discrimination,
poverty and hunger are all enor-
mously complex, he believes.
and must be addressed on an
ongoing, comprehensive basis.

In educating for social justice.
the bishop said. people must be
taught first “to apprecidte ther
own dignity and (then) the digmi
woof all human bemgs

Bishop Howze stressed that
matters of justice — even
worldwide issues such as peace
— begin with individuals in
neighborhoods and communities.

Msgr. Francis }. Lally, rector of
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross
in Boston, agrees with Rishop
Howze that justice is not an

streets of Amdrican cities? he ask
ed The race ibgue. Msgr. Lally
adued. “has bpen swept under
the rug .and hgs vet to be fully
resolved.
Asked how prdinary Cathohes
can rospond ) seemingly ox-
traordmary sogwl dbls, Msgr Lallv
s that this ap o basic question
the church s fgekimg to address
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vou ve got to o something
Exery place has people whao are
hurtng, peoply who are oppress:
cd in one way|dr another.”” Msgr
Lally said. "We¢ 'can find practical
wavs to help if we really want
to.

(Feist is assyciate editor of
Faith Today.)




