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Seoul, South Korea (NC) — Here is the Vatican text of
Pope John Paul II's address to the Korean National
Pastoral Conference at Catholic Medical College in Seoul
May 6.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Mt.
28:18).

This last command of the risen
Lord, sending out the apostles to
the ends of the earth to announce
the good news, is the real reason
why we are gathered here today.

In celebrating with joy and
thanksgiving the bicentennial of
the Christian faith in your beloved
land, you have resolved with
God’s grace to bring ‘‘a light to
this land.”’ In this national pasto-
W ral conference you want to pray

g and search together — in close

collaboration with your bishops
and in union with the universal
Chu#ch — for ways to make that resolve a living reality.

Jesus Christ, who entrusts you with this mission, was not
only the first.and the greatest evangelizer but was himself
the good news of God (cf. “‘Evangelii Nuntiandi,”’ 7). And
so, in order to know what your mandate is and how to
carry it out, you must turn to him. Jesus said: *‘I must
preach the good news of the kingdom of God ... For I was
sent| for this purpose’” (Lk. 4:43). From that time he
‘‘began to preach, saying: ‘Repent, for the kingdom f
heaven is at hand’’ (Mt. 4:17).

But what was this kingdom all about? On Jesus’ own
lips, this message of hope and salvation becomes the
Beatitudes:

‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit...

*“Blessed are those who mourn...

“‘Blessed are the meek...

‘“‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness!..

**Blessed are the merciful...

‘‘Blessed are the pure in heart...

‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers...

‘‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sak

“egBlessed are you when men revile you and persecute you
and)utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account”(Mt 5:3-11).

Chnst not only preaches these things. In his life and

death and Resurrection he himself is the good news of

salvgatlon (cf. Mk. I:1; Rom. 1:3). He is ‘‘the way, and the

truth, and the life”” (Jn. 14:6). From this fact, the Second ~
Vati can Council drew a conclusion which affects us all:

‘“Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Church must

walk the same path which Christ walked: the path of
pov?rty, obedience, service and the sacrifice of himself
unto death, from which he came forth a victory by his

Resnﬁrrecnon For thus did all the apostles wailk in hope”

(“Ar! Gentes,’’ 5).
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The first Christians had no wealth, no prestige, no
power, not even church buildings. But, like Jesus himself,
and because they were filled with his spirit, they bore
witness to the good news by their own life, attracting the
multitudes to conversion (cf. Acts 2:42 ff.).

And what of your saintly ancestors? They too truly
believed and lived the Beatitudes. They made the presence
of Jesus visible and credible by their lives. Only this living
witness, sustained by great charity and evangelical zeal, can
explain how the Church could grow even under the cruelest
persecution.

Today you are asking how you in turn are to bear witness -

to the good news of God s kingdom. The Church in Korea
today is widely known to be flourishing. Great things are
being accomplished. For this we must raise our hearts to
the Lord in joyful thanksgiving. Still, many challenges face

you: how as a Church community are you to live the

Beatitudes in the actual circumstances of your family,
social, and national life? What are you to do, in order to
grow, not only in numbers, but in Christian maturity, and
in spiritual depth?

This is what your pastoral conference is all about. These
are the concerns that ‘underlie your discussions and
reflections.

You are blessed to have an enviable, indeed a priceless
heritage in the eminent examples of your anéestors, to
inspire and guide you as you enter into the third century of
your Christian history.

First, there is the bond of fraternal love that knew no
barriers: nobles and ordinary people, rich and poor, they
mingled, prayed and suffered together, and shared
everything as brothers and sisters helping one another in
adversity. No group predominated among them and none
was neglected, as so frequently happens in the world. The
humblest and the poorest feit quite at home in the
community of faith. How will the Church in Korea have to
be so that these same virtues will be your strength? So that
the poor, the workers, the outcasts will be loved and served
without distinction of persons? So that the spirit of the
Beatitudes will prevail over every form of discrimination
and selfishness?

Then there is the peerless example of a laity full of
apostolic initiative and zeal. -Following the tradition of the
early pioneers who of their own initiative sought the faith,
studied, prayed together and spread the good news, groups
of dedicated men and women catechists were already
formed in the 1780s. In the same way the invaluable work
of the Myondo Society, the ‘“‘society to light the way,”

“during the decades of persecution, should also be emulated

today. May the selfless apostolate of St. Paul Chong
Hasang spur you on! Your ancestors asked neither for
recompense nor for recognition, but quietly and generously
served others and spread the Gospel.

Admirable too is the life of faith: they lived within the
family. Of the 103 martyrs canonized today, many are of
the same families, blood relatives, or descendants of
martyr families. This is because they prayed together and
together came to maturity-in the faith, learning to fear and
love God, to cherish, respect and love every human being
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Look to Ancestors, Pope Tells Korean Catholics

as God’s child, all in the family. The family is the
‘‘domestic Church,” where the parents are ‘‘the first
communicators of the faith to their children’’ and where
vocations are fostered (cf. ‘‘Lumen Gentium," 11). The
truly Christian family is a ‘‘place where the Gospel is
transmitted and from which the Gospel radiates’
(‘*Evangelii Nuntiandi,”’ 71). Building on the great
spiritual and cultural traditions of Asia, in what ways will
you become ever more a Church of praying families, and
an example for the rest of the world?

Your forefathers in the faith made marvelous efforts to
incarnate the Gospel in their own culture and national
identity. In simple yet profound and beautiful language,
they preached and composed songs, prayers, hymns,
catechisms and devotional books that were so deeply
rooted in their own culture and soul as to speak directly to
the minds and hearts of the people. Such efforts, if
imitated and sustained, will lead more surely to the
evangelization of the culture within its own identity.

Particularly today, when the onslaught of unassimilated
foreign ‘civilization, with other lifestyles and thought-
patterns, creates confusion even within Church life, your
farsighted and enlightened effort here will be invaluable.

And, firmly rooted as they were in their own specific
identity, your ancestors never ceased to seek the closest
possible union with the universal Church in belief, worship
and life. No effort, no sacrifice was spared to establish and
maintain living ties with the bishop of Peking and the
successor of St. Peter. St. Paul Chong Hasang traveled
nine times to Peking on foot and in secret to sec the bishop
there! And now, how will you seek the universal in the
particular, and live the particular in sueh away as toentich
the universal Church?

Your Korean ancestors found the faith through China.
Yet, while remaining completely true 1o their own identity,
nevertheless they were able to be perfectly umted 1o the
universal Church. Thus they set a living example of the fact
that genuine identity and true Catholicity, far from being
mutually exclusive, require each other. And it is good 10 see
vou, dear faithful of Korea, carnestly seeking to live that
worthy heritage creatively for today and tomorrow. May
the great and wise Heople of China who also first received
the faith from wi aout, seek, as true Chinese, to {ive that
faith in full com aunion with the universaf Church, to the
joy and enrichment of all.

Doubtless, our day and age presents wholly new
challenges with its unprecedented speed and depth of
transformation. Yet, as vou enter undaunted into the thud
century of the presence of the Church in your.land, may
you be guided in announcing the good news by the fixed
bearings of witness of life, reconciliation through con-
version, and sharing in love, which are themes of my
pastoral visit to Korea. In this way you will bring *‘a light
1o this land,” but above all you will be **a light 10 this
land.”” May your martyr saints accompany you on the
journey, and may our Blessed Mother Mary, the star of the
sea, lead you and your dear ones to the heaven of her son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom *‘be blessing and honor
and glory and might for ever and ever'’ (Rev. 5:13).

March of Dimes Gets Vatican Gift, Papal Blessing

By NC News Service

Al Vatican bank official
presented the March of
Dim:es Birth Defects Foun-
dation with a $2,000 gift and
an apostohc blessing from
Pope John Paul II at a
fund- raising dinner in
Hartford Conn., earlier this
year

The spring-summer issue
of The Volunteer, a March of

’ Dlm‘es newsletter, reported

the gift and blessing.

The March of Dimes is a
U.S! foundation devoted to
research and programs to
compbat birth defects.

Rome (NC) -- The step-
daughter of dissident Soviet
scieptist Andrei Sakharov
asked Pope John Paul Il to
pub}lc]y defend her parents,

hom she said are being
persecuted by the Soviet gov-
ernment, Italian newspapers
repc{rted May 21.

Tiatiana Yankelevich,
daughter of Sakharov’s wife,
Yeléna Bonner, said she and
her | husband ‘recently wrote
the | pope, asking him to
“speak out and help these
two elderly, sick and
per lecuted people.”” She said
she wants to meet the pope to
disc’uss her parents’ situation.
A Vatican press
spokesman would not-com-
ment May 21 on the request,
but]sald the pope ‘‘is obvi-
ously interested in the case.”’
On May 7, Sakharov, a
win'ner of the Nobel Peace
Pnze and critic of the human
ts situation in the Soviet
mon, was reportedly taken
by Soviet authorities from his

Msgr. Donato de Bonis,
secretary of the Vatican bank
and second-in-command
after its president, American
Archbishop Paul Marcinkus,
flew from Rome to Hartford
for the March 31 fund-raiser
as a surprise for an old
friend, Adam J. Bozzuto,
who was being honored at the
dinner.

Bozzuto is pres;dem and
chairman of Bozzuto’s, Inc.,

a major food wholesaler. The’

fundraiser,-sponsored by the
Northern Connectigut
Chapter of the March of
Dimes, was the annual Food

apartment in the city of
Gorky to an undisclosed
location. He had begun a
hunger strike May 2, de-
manding that his wife be
allowed to leave the Soviet
Union for medical treatment
for hear! and eye disorders.

Gorky, located 250 miles
_.east of Moscow, is closed to
> foreigners. Sakharov, a
#nuclear scientist who helped

create the Soviet Union’s
nuclear capacity, was
banished there in January
1980. Since then, reports of
the scientist’s activities have
been difficult to confirm.

The Soviet news agency
Tass said last week that
Sakharov’s wife does not
require treatment abroad.

The conflict between
Sakharov’s family and Soviet
authorities has been an on-
going one and prev10usly
came to the pope s attention
when 500 scientists from 40
nations sent the pontiff a

Industry Dinner, which this
year raised $72,000.

In response to the gift and
papal blessing, the newsletter
said, March of Dimes Presi-
dent Charles L. Massey sent
the pope a copy of last year’s
annual report and the
booklet, ‘“Twenty-Five Years
of Birth Defects Preven-
tion.”’

He also wrote the pope a
thank you letter in which he
said, ‘‘I assure you of the joy
we feel in receiving two signal
honors...to help sustain our
activities on behalf of unborn

message on Dec. 7 1981,
protesting Moscow’s refusal
to allow

and newborn children.”’

In the mid-1970s the
March of Dimes campaign
was an object of controversy
in some Catholic dioceses
when some pro-life organiza-
tions attacked it for funding
research and programs in
prenatal diagnosis of genetic
defects.

Although the March of
Dimes does not fund any
abortion or abortion
counseling services, oppo-
nents said that the diagnostic
procedures it was funding
could lead to an abortion

fohn Paul Asked: Defend Sakharovs

Sakharov’s stepson to join
her husband in the United

the wife of States.
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decision and were therefore
immoral unless abortion were
excluded beforehand.

A position paper sent to
the U.S. bishops by Msgr.
James T. McHugh, then
director of the Family l.ife
Bureau of the U.S. Catholic
Conference, said that the
March of Dimes was engaged
in numerous valuable activi-
ties aimed at alleviating birth
defects and helping those
who suffer from them, and
that its policies regarding
genetic counseling and simi-
lar areas of concern were
morally acceptable.

In response to the

widespread coﬁtroversy, in
1979 the March of Dimes
issued a detailed statement
reiterating its policy of strict
neutrality on abortion. The
foundation ‘‘specifically en-
joins its genetic sevices gran-
tees from directive counseling
in respect to induced abor-
tion,”" it said.

Asked in Rome about his
gift in light of the con-
troversy in the 1970s, Msgr.
de Bonis said he was not
aware of it. He knew of
nothing to indicate that any
March of Dimes activities
were unacceptable to the
Catholic Church, he said.
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SUMMER RETREATS ALONG
THE NIAGARA

“Freeing the Christ Within"

Fr. John Mergenhagen
“Mee!ing the Personal Jesus

Tom Moore, OSFS

“The Mystery of the Incarnatiori in
the Lives of Francis and Clare”

Peter van Leeuwen, OFM
"Through the Eye of the Heart"

Fr. John Mergenhagen

THIRTY DAY RETREATS
Three options available, June 26-July 26
INDIVIDUALLY DIRECTED RETREATS
Center Staff & Guest Directors
July 6-13, 13-19, August 21-27
Our facilities, located 10 miles north of Niagara Falls,
are also available for private retreats and for group

Center for Renewal,
New York 14144 (716) 754-7376
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