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Insights
in Liturgy

Renewed
Church:

A Neophyte
Shares

The following reflection
was written by Katherine
O’Hearn, a neeophyte
from St. Mary’s Church
in Auburn, New York.
The Office of Liturgy is
most grateful to Katie for
her willingness to share so
deeply - and personally.
Katie's words hold up to
us the ““treasure’’ that we
all share, and too often
take for granted -- it is
revitalizing, renewing to

doscope, because dif-
ferent pictures come into
my mind of separate
moments " all running
together. .
The first picture is o
the Chrism Mass. That
stands out; very clearly: I
felt so proud to stand
when the bishop asked
that the catechumens rise.
Until that moment I still
had a lingering doubt that
this was really real - that
shortly 1 would be bap-
tized. Suddenly I no
-longer doubted; 1 clearly
felt that I was joining a
Church that goes way
beyond the group 1 knew
in Auburn, 1 felt con-
nected to the bishop and
to the Church in a new

concerns on my mind: I
worried that my family
wouldn’t arrive on time; I
was excited; I felt almost
like I was getting married
-- a church full of people,
a walk down the aisle, a
change in my life.
Throughout the ceremo-
ny, my mind bounced all
over -- 1 kept thinking of
my family: I wanted them
to understand - what was
happening to and in me,
but I knew they didn’t. 1
wanted all of the elect to
gather at the font with me,
not just those getting
baptized. When the rest of
the group joined me, I felt
complete again; then it hit
me that these people, who
were all strangers to me a
year ago, understood
what I was feeling, even if
my family might not. It
was hard 10 let go of my
family that way.

I hoped for a lightning
bolt when I was baptized,
it didn’t happen. I wish I
could have been im-
mersed, but even so, I

my Confirmation. ;1 was
comforted - when the
pastor wiped my {éars; I
felt encouraged: The
thought kept going
through my head, “ihis is
real!” I felt "bothi, happy
and sad, for all thit was
happening and 6% the
changes that will come. I
knew that the group that I
had come to lové would
never be the samig; and
that’s sad tg m€’ even
though that’s the w4y life
is. “

My First Cominarion
made me feel very &lose to
Jesus. I wanted to prolong
the moment -; inspéct the
host, treasure it «:but I
also wanted to itceive
what I'd begn ysrnin
for. At the Sunday Mass
after I was " baptized, I
found that the fecling of
closeness wgs withi &l the
other pecple ia the
church. ' o

Ever sin¢ce the Haster
Vigil, I have been s& very
happy. That: fecliig has
not gome away. l:look

" One of the students in the Villa’s Day Treatment
program is helped by his teacher, Ann Gulle.

Villa Program Expands

The St. Joseph’s Villa Day

Treatment Program has
expanded to two classrooms,
Villa officials said, thus
allowing the program to
double the number of adoles-
cents and families served.

The program is designed to

help young adults, ages
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Treatment. ‘“‘Our goal is to
help families. with troubled
children without having to
remove the children from
their homes and place them
in residential settings.”’

The adolescents
' participating in the program
attend spécial education

read her thoughts! We’re
sure the readership will

12-18. According to a press
release from the Villa, these
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