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Cardinal Joseph L. Bemardm of Chicago, m tas reccat 
discussions of a consistent able of life, mclodtd tracer 
among pro-life issues. "Those wh© defend the right to Hfe ̂  
of the weakest among us must he equally Visible fit $gtpgm^ 
of the qputty of life of tta? powriess among m <* |fe£§cr " 
and the young, the hungry and th« iKKneJesa, the 
^documented immi^ant and ^ u n e ^ l o y e d worker." 
said- the cardinal, chairman of the bishopij' Com '""-'' 
Pro-Lif«Jk«iyjti«s,. , .„ ' ^ : ••*•--•"• 

But there has been a 
relationship between the i 
pro-life concerns. ^ 

At least two pro-life groups, 
Committee and * - •'-'-
back sucJi program^ as 
thing that fjti fate.':' " 
said Jan CarrouV 
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USCC Urges Rejection 
Of Helms Cutbacks 

Washington (NC) - A U.S. Catholic 
Conference official has urged the Senate 
Agriculture Committee to reject legislation 
sponsored by the committee chairman. Sen. 
Jesse Helms, R-N.C, to cut funds for 
federal nutrition programs that aid preg­
nant women and children. 

In an April 30 letter to committee 
members, Msgr. Francis J. Lally, secretary 
of the USCC Department of Social Devel­
opment and World Peace, termed the right 
to eat part of the "right to life." 

Helms' bill, S.2545, had been scheduled 
for committee discussion May 2 but was 
postponed until May 16. 

The USCC said that Helms' bill in fiscal 
1985 would authorize $1.25 billion for the 
federal Women, Infants and Children 
nutrition program, approximately 15 per­
cent less than the $1.47 billion the Congres­
sional Budget Office has said is needed to 
serve current recipients. 

Msgr. Lally said the WIC program now 
serves only one-third of those believed 
eligible. 

Cuts in the program, he said, would not 
only "endanger the basic rights of poor 
families" but lead to higher costs from 
infant mortality and health care problems 
due to insufficient nutrition. 

He said bishops around the world "have 
called the right to eat a fundamental human 
right, one essential to the right to life 
itself." 

Msgr. Lally also urgedthe committee to 
oppose another proposal by Helms to 
incorporate the nutrition programs into 
block grants, sums allocated the states to 
dispense as they see fit in a given area. 

He said the WIC program "has achieved 
remarkable success" in preventing low 
birth weights, "one of the primary causes 
for infant mortality." 

A USCC staff adviser on health and 
welfare issues, Sharon Mooers, said ade­
quate nutrition for pregnant women) can 
reduce chances women will miscarry their 
unborn children. 

Other proposals in the legislation cited by 
Msgr. Lally as "particularly objectiona­
ble" included those to: 

• Deny benefits to children enrolled in 
day care centers or home care programs 
that receive support under a separate Child 
Care Food Program. Most WIC agencies 
already adjust support levels to take into 
account participation in the other program, 
and "both programs are needed if eligible 
children are to receive adequate nutrition," 
Msgr. Lally stated. 

• "Make optional the current man­
datory expedited processing of certain 
categories of persons at especially high risk, 
such as pregnant women suffering from 
medical problems." 

• Allow the Department of Agriculture 
to set required minimum levels of WIC 
participation and terminate involvement by 
state agencies whose programs draw less 
participation. If this provision is invoked, 
"many of the existing Indian state WIC 
agencies would be abolished," the letter 
said. 

Helms said in introducing his bill that 
S.2545 is "consistent with the congressional 
mandate to insure that federal tax dollars 
are directed to those in greatest need." 

He said that WIC should assist the most 
needy, "such as those below 100 percent of 
poverty and those at greatest nutritional 
risk." Currently, those at 185 percent of 
the federal level for poverty are eligible. 
Under that standard, a family of four with 
an income of about $18,315 would be 
eligible, Helms said. 

Amend Immigrant Bill, 
Msgr. Higgins Advises 

Washington (NC) - Amend the immi­
gration reform bill to protect agricultural 
workers, Msgr. George G. Higgins told a 
House subcommittee May 3. 

Testifying for the U.S. Catholic Confer­
ence before the labor standards subcom­
mittee of the House Committee on Educa­
tion and Labor, Msgr. Higgins warned 
against expanding the current H-2 tempo­
rary worker program into the large-scale 
"bracero" program of the 1950s and 1960s 
which brought in hundreds of thousands of 
foreign workers, j, 

Msgr. Higgins, former USCC secretary 
for research, is now a theology professor at 
The Catholic^ University of America in 
Washington. 

Many problems that confronted Con­
gress during the\..years of the bracero 
program remain unsolved, according to 
Msgr. Higgins. He cited: 

• "The advene effect the use of 
temporary workers has on the wages and 
working conditions of domestic workers;" 

• The restrictid"h on employment op­
portunities and impediments on unionizing 
those domestic workers, and 

• The lack of. what he called even 
minimal standards for housing and sanitary 
faculties. \ 

There continues to exist "an atmosphere 
within the agricultural industry conducive 
to the exploitation ©f those workers whose 
blood, sweat and fears produce, the food 
and fiber of this nation," Msgr. Higgins 
said. \ 

The objectives of, the bracero legislation 
had been to obtain agricultural workers 
from Mexico to meet seasonal labor short­
ages while at the same time insuring that the 
country's own domestic farm workers 
would not be adversely affected by the 
employment of the Mexicans. 

Msgr. Higgins said an amendment to the 
proposed immigration reform bill, H.R. 
1510, recognizes the need "for. a broad 
interpretation of the 'adverse effect' con­
cept." 

The amendment would mandate that fair 
labor standards be maintained and the 
provision of housing, at no cost to the 
worker, is adequate and safe, Msgr. Hig­
gins said. The amendment also would 
mandate accurate payroll records^ the 
provision of meals and the benefit of health 
insurance. 

Msgr. Higgins said there is "a glaring 
inconsistency in H.R. 1510's whole 
approach to the problems of aliens un­
lawfully in the United States.'' 

On the one hand, he said, the bill calls 
for sanctions against the employment of 
aliens who are seeking work in the United 
States without authorization. 

• On the other hand, he said, it would help 
the importation of foreign workers where 
there is an alleged shortage of domestic 
labor. 

Msgr. Higgins questioned the shortage of 
workers, given the present unemployment 
rate of about 8 percent. "There would be 
no shortage of workers willing and able to 
perform the jobs in question if they were 
offered adequate wages and working con­
ditions," he said. 

"If employers and growers in a given 
occupation or locality claim to be short on 
domestic labor, when millions of American 
workers are walking the streets, it may well 
be that that is a problem in great part of 
their own making. They ought not to expect 
the government to bail them out at the 
expense of our own domestic labor force -
and, the government ought not to oblige 
them," Msgr. Higgins said. 
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