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Pontiff’s Apostolic Letter on Jerusalem

Vatican City (NC) — Here is an NC News English
translation.of Pope John Paul II's apostolic letter on
Jerusalem, written in Latin. It was released April 19 and
dated April 20, Good Friday. The title is ‘‘Redemptionis

nno’’ (Year of the Redemption).

To the bishops, priests, Religious families and the
faithful of the whole Catholic Church on the city of
¢rusalem, which is for all those who believe in God a
sacred good and the desired meeting place of peace for the
ﬂeoples of the Middle East:

' Venerable brothers and dear sons and daughters,
T'eetmgs and the apostohc blessing:

At the end of the ]ubllee year of Redemption, I think of
the unique iand which is situated where Europe, Asia and

frica meet, and where the Redemption of mankind has
been consummated ‘‘once for all”” (Rom. 6:10; Heb. 7:27,
9:12, 10:10).
It is the land which we call ho[ly, since it was Christ’s
earthly home oh which he walked and where he
‘l‘proclalmed the good news of the kingdom and cured the
people of every disease and illness’’ (Mt. 4:23).

monuments, Jerusalem shelters numerous communities of
the faithful, which are full of life and stand as a source of
hope to nations all over the world. People consider the
Holy City to be, in a certain sense, their spiritual patrimony
and the symbol of peace and harmony.

Jerusalem, since it is the beloved spiritual home of all
spiritual sons of Abraham, and since it is the site where,
according to faith, God’s infinite transcendence meets
creation, represents the symbol of union, communion and
peace of the entire human family.

Thus the Holy City earnestly invites all mankind to
peace, especially those who adore the one and great God,
the merciful Father of the peoples. But we have also to
state that Jerusalem continues to be the reason for daily
strife, violence and selfish claims.

These circumstances and thoughts make us recall more
the saying of the prophet, ‘‘For Zion’s sake I will not be
silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her
vindication shines forth like the dawn and her victory like a
burning torch.”’ (Is. 62:1).

We are thinking of ‘the day, and asking for it in our
prayers, when we all will be so ‘‘taught by God”’ (Jn. 6:45)
that we shall be able to listen to his message of

reasons, cémsider the Holy City to be theirs.

I know ell that when the searching for a {itting solution
to the’ Jetusalem problem is abandoned, the idle delay
works agamst the greatly desired calm and the reaching of
an agreement in the conflict which troubles the whole
Middie Eastern region.

Now I wish also to recall that in this same region two
peoples, the Palestinians and the Israclites, have been
opposed to each other during the past decades because of
an enmity Which seems impossible to overcome.

The Church looks upon Christ the Redeemer and
discerns his images in every man. It therefore invokes peace
and recontiliation for the peoples of that land which has
been his.

For the Jewish people who live in the Israelite nation and
guard in this same region so precious an evidence of its
history and of its faith, I ask for the desired safety and the
just tranquility which is the prerogative of every single
nation and is necessary for life and progress in every form
of society.

The Palestinian people who have their historical origins
in that region and who have lived as nomads for decades
have a natural right, based on justicé, to acquire a

of the During this year especially I desired to feel the same joy reconciliation and peace. We are thinking of the day when homeland and to live there in harmony and tranquility with
liéﬁop and emotion of heart which my predecessor, Pope Paul VI, Hebrews, Christians and Moslems will greet each other in the other peoples of the same region.

. expenenced when he went to the Holy Land and to Jerusalem with this salutation of peace, with which the All the! 'nations of the Middle East, who defend their
owing Jerusalem in 1964. risen Christ addressed his disciples, ‘‘Peace be with you"’ pammony of spiritual values, will not succeed in

i hristian community arose, and there the Church has Good will and extensive consultations must indeed find a all the diogeses of the Catholic Church, Jerusalem rises as
‘ 1 rfmained present through the centuries, despite long- just and solid means with which to harmonize steadily the the true and best goal to which we shall turn our thoughts
f standing hardships. contrastmg desires and inclinations and to establish them of love and gratitude because of the splendid gift of the
It is ardently loved by the Hebrews, who have always safely in a manner which is becoming and efficacious. Redemptién, which the Son of Man has gained in the Holy
: preserved her memory, emphasized through many signs These means should lead to a constitution which respects City for eviery person.
nt ‘ and monuments from the times of David, who had chosen the gathering of peoples in such a way that none of them " Since the fruit of the Redemption is the reconciliation of
it} as his residence, and of Solomon, who had built the will dominate and thus bring about discrimination. man with ‘God and 6f every person with his brothers and
€ temple. Therefore it is thought of daily by the Hebrews, I consider it to be my duty, one which cannot be sisters, we must earnestly pray that also in Jerusalem, in the
and for them it signifies the existence and freedom of this postponed, to remind the Christian communities and all region holy to Jesus, those who believe in God may find
nation. ] those who profess their faith in one God and are therefore peace and reconciliation after such sad discords and
The Moslems, too, call Jerusalem ‘‘holy’’ and show their morally obliged to defend the high dignity of man, of the dissensioiis.
fervent love which has been continuous since the origins of leading role the Jerusalem situation plays in establishing a [ joyfully impart to all of you my apostolic blessing.
Mohammed s teaching. This love derives from the fact that just peace in the Middle East. | ,
ge Moslems hold many places there as destinations of their I am firmly convinced that the religious identity of the Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on Good Friday, April 20,
cred pilgrimages, and that they have been living in that city, and especially the following of a common 1984, in the sixth year of my pontificate.
cnty for more than 1,000 years with almost no interruption. monotheistic belief, are able to indicate a way in which
lln addition to these distinguished and illustrious - harmony may be instituted among those who, for various (Signed) John Payl ]
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Although I could not be there in person, I nevertheless in
my mind toured this land where our reconciliation with
God was accomplished, in order to implore the Prince of

Peace to grant us the precious gift of peace and of -

l,(edempnon, which is so earnestly longed for by mankind,
y the families and nations, and above all by the people
ho live in that very region.
‘T I think especially of the city of Jerusalem where Jesus,
the Redeemer, offered up his life, ‘‘made the two of us one
by breaking down the barrier of hostility that kept us
'part . Reconciling both of us to God in one body... (He)
ut that enmity to death’’ (Eph. 2:14-16).
Jerusalem, before becoming the city of Jesus the
lzedeemer, had been the historical site of God’s biblical
velation, almost the meeting place of heaven and earth,
vhere more than in any other place God has spoken to
mankind.
It is looked upon by the Christians with religious
fection and anxiety, since Christ’s word resounded there
often, since the great events of the Redemption, the
Passion, death and Resurrection of the Lord were
agccomplished there. It was in Jerusalem that the first

’

(Jn. 20:19).

The Roman pontiffs, especially this century, have always
been watching the bitter events which have bound
Jerusalem for many decades and have followed with
attentive care the various statements of international
organizations which have sought to define the role of the
Holy City.

On numerous occasions the Holy See has called for and
encouraged prompt decisions which would resolve this
entangled and difficult situation. The Holy See did so not
only out of its general concern for peace among the
nations, but also out of spiritual, historical reasons and
other reasons pertaining to doctrine and to faith.

All mankind, and especially Christians, Hebrews and
Moslems, the peoples and nations that are brothers in the
faith in Jerusalem, must be involved in this question, and
they must do all that they can to save the holy and unique
character of this city. Not only the monuments and holy
sites but also the entire history of Jerusalem and the
existence of its religious communities cannot fail to move
and to be felt in the hearts of all, evoking concern for
Jerusalem’s present situation and for its future.

overcommg the actual tragic vicissitudes — I mention the
tormented Lebanon — if they do not discover the true
reason of ‘;their history, which, by means of their belief in
one God, calls them to associate in harmony and mutual
agreement, )

I also wish to remind political leaders who govern
nations oq preside over international organizations of the
conditions of the City of Jerusalem and the peoples who
live there.'No one may forget the manifold sngmﬁcancc of
faith and 6f human worship, which are found in the Holy
City and ae able to contribute to the cause of harmony and
peace. !

On thisGood Friday, when we solemnly commemorate
the passion and death of our Savior, 1 invite you all,
venerable ! brothers in the episcopate, all priests, all
Religious famllles and all the faithful all over the world, to
rememberjespec:ally in your prayers a just solution to the
Jerusalem; question and to the cause of the entire Holy
Land, so that peace will be re-established in the Middle
East. {

At the end of the jubilee year of the Redemption, which
has been cglebrated with great spiritual joy in Rome and in
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