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CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR 

Tour brother 
will rise again' 
By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 

Lazarus was dead. For several 
days he had been very sick. His 
sisters, Martha and Mary, did all 
they could for him. The village 
doctor could do no more. 

Mary and Martha cried at 
Lazarus' bedside whqn he died. 
Their prayers for their sick 
brother apparently were not 
answered. He was dead. 

The next day was a terrible 
day for Martha and Mary. They 
watched their neighbors place 
the body of their brother inside a 
small cave. That was their tomb. 

The body was carefully wrap-
pedjn long strips of white linen 
v 'oth. Their rabbi prayed. Every
one prayed. And sang. And cried. 

Then several men rolled a huge 
stone in front of the tomb. 

For two days Martha and Mary 
grieved. "If only Jesus were 
here," Mary said sadly, "every
thing would be better. I wish he 
would come." 

That afternoon someone ran 
into Martha's kitchen with good 
news. "Jesus "is coming. He's just 
outside Bethany now." 

Martha was so excited she ran 
out to meet Jesus. She didn't 
stop to tell Mary. Mary sat at 
home, still crying with sorrow. 

As soon as Martha saw Jesus, 
she ran up to him. "If you had 
been here, my brother" would 
never have died," she told Jesus. 

"Your brother will rise again," 
Jesus answered confidently. 
"Where is your sister, Mary?" 

Martha ran to their home to 
get Mary. "Jesus is here," she 
whispered to Mary. "He is asking : 

for you."' 

Mary got up and ran out of the 
house. She didn't stop running 
until she came to Jesus just out
side the town gate. She fell down 
at his feet crying bitterly. 

Jesus was moved by her tears. 
He saw Martha crying, too. He 
saw tears in everyone's eyes. 
"Where have you laid his body?" 
Jesus asked. 

"Come and see ," they 
answered. They began to lead 
Jesus to the tomb. Tears began to 
well up in Jesus' eyes and fall 
down his cheeks. 

"Look how much Jesus loved 
Lazarus," the friends said when 
they saw Jesus. 

They came to the tomb where 
Lazarus was buried. All eyes were 
on Jesus as he stood before the 
tomb. 

"Take away the stone!" Jesus 
directed several strong men. 

"But he's been buried for four 
days!" Martha warned Jesus. " 

The men pushed and pulled at 
the heavy stone. Jesus raised his 
eyes in prayer. The men finally 
rolled the stone from the opening. 

"Lazarus, come out!" Jesus call
ed out loudly. 

The dead man struggled out, 
bound in the long linen cloths. 
Everyone gasped in wonder . Mar
tha and Mary began to shout 
with joy. 

"Untie him," Jesus told them, 
"and let him go free." 

Story Hour biblical quotes — 
this week from John 11:1-43 — 
are paraphrased. 

(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 

HOW ABOUT YOU? 
D How do you think you would have felt if you had seen Jesus raise 
Lazarua from the dead? 

Children's Reading Comer 
The Butterfly Tree is a atory by Joan Lowery Nixon 

In the story Jenriiferagreat-graiKiinothercomeetostay Shew dying 
and this saddens Jennifer because ahe wants hw-to stay Jennifer gradual
ly realizes that she cannot change what la happening to her great 
grandmother In watching the priest her parents other reWtvea and 
frtervlsctoeverylhlrflrr^cantorr^r^ 
comfortable Jetmiferwaritatodaaoinethinsapacialtoo She remembers 
that every year at a certain time Monarch butterflies land on a tree out 
side their home and it becomes aHve with color and life Jennifer draws 
and colors a butterfly and tfyee it to Jnr greet-grandmother Then the 
bulerflies arrive and Jennifer poMa-out the butterfly-tree to her great 
grandmother who says it is the moat beautiful tree she has ewer eeen 
It » a story in which the dying of a loved ©he e a pert of a Urtte girl a 
life She is helped to Mr« resurrection joy bototeramelfardtoravgreai 
grandmother (Our Sunday VWtor toe Huntington Ind 46760 IfTS. 
Hardback $5 95) 
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Caring 
Caring is a most important part of the 

ministry o( Sisters Regina and Mary 
Grace. Supported by funds from The 
Catholic Church Extension, they bring 
the Word of God to the unchurched liv
ing in the most isolated poverty areas 
of southwestern Missouri. 

As an Extension-annuitant, you will 
be our helping partner in the mis
sionary work right here in the United 
States with the sisters and many, many 

others. And besides, for your annuity 
gift of $1,000.00 or more, you will 
receive a rate of return that will provide 
secure, regular income for as long as 
you live. 

Complete and return the coupon 
below for information on how you can 
receive a life income while helping 
Sisters Regina and Mary Grace as they 
nourish life in southwestern Missouri 
with God's Word. 

The Catholic Church 

E X T E N S I O N Society 
3 5 East Wacker Drive • Chicago, Illinois BOB01 
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YesI'Please send me Information about an Extension Gift Annuity. 
I understand I am under no obligation. 
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