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Holy Family Reunion

The 1934 graduating class of Holy Family School poses for its portrait. Members
of the class will gather for their 50th anniversary, beginning with a memorial Mass,
5 p.m. May 12, at the church, and followed by a reception and dinner at Dandrea’s
Party House, 1713 Lyell Ave. Reservations are being accepted by calling Margaret
Imhof St. John, 254-9238; or Mary Cisterna Schwartz, 328-5404. L

Religious Educators Surprised
At Vatican Rejection of Book

By NC News Service
Religious educators in sev-
eral’ U.S. dioceses reacted
with surprise to the April 16
announcement that after 17

years Paulist Press was halt-

ing circulation of the book
““Christ Among Us'’ at the
request of the Vatican’s
doctrinal congregation.

Some questioned how the
congregation came to its
conclusions about the book,
which the educators said was
used for preparing
catechumens to enter the
Catholic Church, for high
school religious education
programs and in classes for
people inquiring about
church faith and practices.

(Editor’s Note: Sister Mary

- Ann Binsack, director of Re-

ligious Education for the
Rochester diocese, said
“‘After so many years of use
with gen satisfaction, I
find it durious that it be
withdrawn now. It was never
intended to be the only
source for learming about
Catholicism. Many parishes
in the diocese find it ade-
quate. It will be very hard to
replace.””)

The director of religious
education for the Diocese of
Steubenville, Ohio,
Dominican Sister Matthias
Sterner, said the book ‘‘must
have some merit’’ because it
‘“‘sparked so much learning
and questioning over a 17-.
year period,”” -~ -

Several priests and re-
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ligious educators credited the
book with leading people to
‘join the Catholic Church and
become active members of a
local parish.

The boek, written by An-
thony J. Wilhelm, has sold
more than 1.6 million copies
in four editions since it was
first published in 1967.

Cardinal Joseph Ratz-
inger, prefect of the Vatican
Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, said
the book was ‘‘unsuitable as
a catechetical text’’ and said
that even with ‘‘substantial
corrections”’ it should not be
revised and reissued.

Several religious educators
were concerned by the Vati-
can’s apparent reaction to
Catholic for the Faith com-
plaints about the book
without feedback from
catechists using it.

“I find it amazing that one
particular group or organiza-

tion could have such an in-
fluence while it appears that
those of us involved in the-
education of adults
throughout the United States
have little or no influence,”’
said Father John Norman,
director of vocations for the
Diocese of Salt Lake City.

After using the book for
five years, Father Norman
said he has ‘‘seen new them-
bers of the church actively
and enthusiastically involved
in the local parishes. I have:

- - =seen peoplestrive to make the

Gospel a part of their daily

lives.”” Referring to CUF
complaints that the book was
a ‘“‘poisonous fountain of
neo-modernist errors,”” Fa-
ther Norman remarked,
““Neo-modernism it is not; a
vibrant and dypamic ec-
clesiology it is.”’

Sacred Heart of Mary Sis-
ter Ann Walsh, director of
religious education for the
Diocese of Raleigh,” N.C.,
said she wondered about
‘‘the Vatican congregation’s
responsibility to the
catechetical community to
wait 17 years before finally
informing us’’ that the book
was unsuitable for
catechetics.

““If there were such serious
doubts about the book, why
weren’t those people working
in the field contacted for
feedback? The Vatican’s ac-
tion seems more like a reac-
tion based on disagreement
or dislike rather than a ton-
cerned response toward the
catechetical community,”’
Sister Walsh said. _

Mercy Sister Jeanne Marie
Kienast, director of religious
education for the Diocese of
Charlotte, N.C., said the
book ‘‘certainly isn’t con-
trary to what other
theologians are saying.”’

Father Robert Coerver of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church in Plano, Texas, said
he used the book in his basic

‘doctrine c¢lasses. The book -

‘‘gave a thorowgh-vpre-
sentation of the faith and

rd
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Theater Unit
Win Grants

The NazareH; Arts Center
Children’s Theater Program
and Lawrenés Merrill, a
member of the céllege’s Art
Department faculty, were
awarded $1,000 LIFT grants
for local performances,
publicatioms and art works.

The grants 4re from Arts
for Greater Rochester and
represent fupding from
Monroe County and area
businesses. The LIFT (Local
Incentive Funding Test)
program was designed by the
State Council on the Arts.

The Nazareth theater pro-
gram was awarded $1,000 in
support of a production of
‘“‘American Folktales’’ to be
presented next Fall in area
elementary schools by the
TIC/TOC Players.

Merrill received his grant
to produce a series of photo-
graphs to be taken in Monroe
County parks for Fall exhibit
at the Little Gallery.

Jews, Arabs
Subject at
Corpus Christi

Father Elias- Chacour, an
Arab who is also a Talmudic
Scholar at Hebrew University
in Jerusalem, will deliver a
presentation, ‘‘Being
Nonviolent in & Violent Situ-
-ation: Can Jews and Arabs
Get Along?” at 7:30 p.m.,
Friday, May 4, at Corpus
Christi School,-800 E. Main
St. :

Father Chacour, a
Catholic Melki;'e' priest, has
doctoral degrees in theology

-and. ecumenical. studies. His
talk will be co-sponsored by
Genesee Egumenical
Ministries, Pa% Christi of
Rochester and C6rpus Christi
parish’s Family Ministry.

More information is avail-
able from Johri Engels at
325-2424. .
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providéd an oppdrtunity for
people to probe the faith at
various levels.”” -

Every work “is going to

—_—

Father Robert F. Drinan,
SJ, will be the featured
speaker for the Monroe
County Bar Association’s
Law Week Dinner, and a
jointly sponsored sgries of
legal presentations cos-
ponsored with Monroe
Community College, today,

- May 2.

Father Drinan is professor
of Law at Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center in
Washington, D.C.,
specializing in international
human rights, constitutional
law, civil liberties, legislation
and arms control. .

For a decade, until 1981,
he was a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives,
stepping aside from that role
in accord with the discipline
of the Church.

He also is an author and
has written five books in-
cluding the widely read

‘“Vietnam and Armageddon.” ]

He will speak to students
and the public, noon today at
Monroe Community College.
The address is free.

He will address the topic,
““Can Law Make Freedom
Work for World Peace?’’ at
the bar association’s dinner,
7:15 p.m., today at the
Mapledale Party House.
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Commemorating new church

ST. RITA'S, WEBSTER
Sponsored by the 8St. Rita’s Mens Club
Minimum Donation: $50.00 .
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Those who wish to have arrangements carried out
.in accordance with the ideals of their faith can rely
upon the funeral directors listed to perform their
duties with sympathetic care and attention.

Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30, Thurs. til 9
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have holes in it,”.ﬁé said, but
“Christ Among. Us” was
“‘one of the best contempo-
rary presentatjoris of post-
Vatican II theoldgical think-
ing’’ available.

Father Ronalé;;; Lewinski,
director of the Rit¢ of Chris-
tian Initiation ©of Adults

ARNDT

FUNERAL HOME
1118 Long Pond Road

" (near Maiden Lane)
Ronald John Arndt
225-6350

Personal and Dignified Service
Parking for Over 70 Cars_

program for the Archdiocese

of Chicago, said *‘pastors
and catechists found the
book to be coifibrehensive
and popular in style and, so,
suitable for cate€liizing new
Catholics.”’ .

“But, most pé&stors and
catechists would réadily agree
that the text has limitations
like any catechigifis and so
they naturally supplemented
the text with other faterial,”
he said. ‘7

X

“

However, Fathé# Lewinski
added, ‘‘too much concern
over a catechism text could
give the impression that
becoming a Cathdlic Chris-
tian is simply aii academic

exercise.” .

Father Lewinski also said
he hoped the do¢ifinal con-
gregation wauld *-make its
specific objegtions to the
book availablg ‘%46 that.we

1795 Ridge Rd. E.

BURNS-HANNA
FUNERAL HOME INC.

467-5745

“night all havé-a Getler sense -}

Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.
544-5000

Michael R. Yackiw

.. FUNERAL HOME

POLVINO ano
GRANATA

371 LAKE AVE.
ROCHESTER

458-3341

Photographer, Father Drinan Speaker |
At Bar Group’s Dinner |
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