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CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR 

What Thomas saw 
By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 

"I just don't believe it," 
Thomas cried. "You'll never con
vince me." 

"But Thomas," Peter insisted, 
"we have seen the Lord! I saw 
him Monday morning. So did 
Mary Magdalene. Cleopas and his 
wife saw him on the road to Em-
maus Sunday afternoon." 

"You must have imagined you 
saw Jesus," Thomas countered. 
"1 saw him die Friday on the 
cross. 1 was nearby when they 
put his body in the tomb." 

"But Thomas," James inter
rupted. "We all saw Jesus alive 
right in this very room Sunday 
evening. Just one week ago Jesus 
stood here alive. He showed us 
the wounds in his hands and in 
his side. We saw him. It was no 
ghost. We didn't imagine it." 

"I say again what I've been 
telling you all week," Thomas 
answered. "I will never believe 
Jesus is alive unless 1 place my 
finger in his side where the spear 
pierced him and touch the nail 
wounds in his hands." 

Thomas' friends were 
frustrated with him. They coulcb 
not understand how Thomas 
would doubt them. Surely he 
knew they would not be making 
this all up. 

They really had seen him alive. 
They knew they were not talk
ing with a ghost. Jesus was 
alive. 

"Let Thomas doubt all he 
wants," John finally said. 
"There's nothing more we can 
do to convince him." 

Suddenly Jesus stood in the 
room with them. The doors were 

locked. None of his friends knew 
how Jesus had gotten in. But 
they were so excited to see him 
again that they couldn't care less 
how he came in. 

"Peace be with you!" Jesus 
said to his friends as they crowd
ed around him. "Shalom!" they 
answered, which means "peace." 

Jesus looked directly at" 
Thomas. "Take your finger, 
Thomas, and examine my hands. 
Put your hand into my side 
where the spear struck me." 

Thomas was dumbfounded. He 
cautiously came close to Jesus. 
Jesus held out his hands:to 
Thomas. Thomas ran hi^ finger 
over the scars on Jesus' hands. 
He. trembled as he reached out to 
touch the wound in Jesus' side. 

"Stop your doubting, 
Thomas," Jesus said gently. 
"Believe." 

Thomas looked into his eyes. 
He felt embarrassed that;he had 
been so strong in not believing 
that Jesus was alive. But;he no 
longer had any doubts. 

He could see in Jesus''eyes that 
Jesus was not angry with him for 
doubting. 

"My Lord and my God!" 
Thomas said softly. He hugged 
Jesus. . v_; 

"Thomas," Jesus told him, 
"you believe now because you 
see me. How happy are those 
who believe even though they 
have never seen me!" 

Story Hour biblical quotes — 
this week from John 20:24-29 — 
are paraphrased. 

(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 

HOW ABOUT YOU? 
D Imagine that you are Thomas in this story. People tell you Jesus is 
alive. How would you feel? What would your face took tike? 
• Draw a picture of Thomas. Try to show how he looked when he saw 
Jesus. Is he surprised? Happy? Shocked? 

CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR 
"The Golden Egg Book," by Margaret Wise Brown. This is a book for 
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rt, but heisurar^ to see what it is. Mearw^e. rliebur^faJfe asleep. WWIe 
te steeps, a cluck emerges alive from the ego. The duck awakens the bunny. 
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In Q way, Thomas was like 
the boy walking down a 
street with his eyes cov

ered. He refused to see. 
He blinded himself to 

the possibility that 
Jesus lived. 

Trust 
After ordination to the priesthood in 

his native Ireland. Father Peter Quinn 
came to America to give his life of 
priestly service to the disadvantaged liv
ing in our poorest home mission areas. 

Supported fey grants from the Catho
lic Extension Society. Father Quinn 
has earned trig trust of his Mississippi 
parishioners fey devoted service to their 
spiritual needs; He is part of a team of 
home missioners who, together with 
Extension, pursue the vital and urgent 
task of evangelization here in the 
United Stated ;But the team is too 
small to do the job without help. It 

needs new members. It needs you. 

Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present in the home missions 
personally, your impact will be felt in 
this holy effort. Together we can bring 
the Word of Christ to those who don't 
have it. 

Write for a free subscription to Ex
tension magazine today and discover 
the difference you can make. Together, 
and with God's grace, we can achieve 
His missionary goals here in our own 
beloved country. 
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