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CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR
The woman who
worfied too much

By Janaan Manternach

NC News Service

Sarah stood at the edge of the
crowd. Her forehead was creased
with worry wrinkles. Jesus began
to talk about money and riches.
The sound of the word
“money "’ set Sarah to worrying.

“How am | ever going to get
enough money to pay all my
bills?”” she asked herself. **“With
Samuel laid up with a broken
arm, no money is coming in.”’

Sarah’s husband was injured at
work more than a month ago.
Sarah wondered where she
would get money to buy food
for her family.

Do not worry about what to
cat, or what to wear,”’ Jesus was
saying. ‘‘Will worrying about it
help any of you live longer?”

Sarah felt a twinge of anger at
Jesus’ words. ‘‘How can he ex-
pect me not to worry?”’ she
thought to herself. *‘Our three
children need food to eat.
Samuel needs medicine. We
could all use some new clothes.
How can I not worry?”’

“‘Look at the birds in the sky,”
Jesus continued, pointing to
several birds flying overhead.
“They do not sow seeds or
harvest grain. They have no
barns. Yet your Father in heaven
takes care of them.” -

“But birds don't need money
to buy food,” Sarah argued to
herself. ““What'’s Jesus getting at?”’

“Aren’t you more important
than the birds?” Jesus asked. “‘If
so, won’'t God care for you much
more than for birds?”’

Sarah couldn’t argue with that.
She knew for sure she was more
important to God than any
number of birds. But she still

worried.

“How will I ever get some
new clothes for the children?”
Sarah worried. ‘“They are
outgrowing everything they have
to wear. And I haven’t had a new
dress in a year.”

She was surprised to hear Jesus
start talking about clothes. ‘“Why
worry about clothes?’’ Jesus ask-
ed. “‘Look at the wild flowers all
over the hills. They do not work.
They don’t make clothes. But not
even King Solomon had clothes
as beautiful as one of these
flowers. If God clothes the wild
flowers, won’t he provide much
more for you?”

Sarah couldn’t stop her worries
from welling up like waves. But
she knew Jesus was right. She
listened more carefully as Jesus
continued to speak to the crowd.

“Stop worrying!”’ Jesus told
them. “Don’t worry about what
to eat and drink or what to wear.
People who do not know God
worry about such things and are
always running after them. Your
Father in heaven knows that you
need all these things.”

“I believe that,” Sarah thought
to herself. “‘But I just seem to
keep on worrying anyway.”

“Abpve all else,” Jesus urged,
“‘be concerned about God’s place
in your life and what the Lord
asks of you. God will provide
you with these other things. So
do not worry about tomorrow.
Let tomorrow take care of itself.”

Story Hour biblical quotes —
this week from — Mattbew
6:26-34 — are parapbrased.

(Ms. Manternach is the author
of numerous catechetical books
and articles for children.)

&

OREAL B 1, con TR
S et e o, g

R

<

After ordinatiofi to the priesthood in
his native Irelafid, Father Peter Quinn
came to Amefici to give his life of
priestly service {6 the disadvantaged liv-
ing in our poofest home mission areas.

Supporied biﬁg'ants from the Catho-
lic Extension Sgclety, Father Quinn
has earngd thé tust of his Mississippi
parishioners by devoted service to their
spiritual needs; He is part of a team of
home missioriers who, together with
Extension, pufSiie the vital and urgent
task of evanfélization here in the
United $tates; But the team is too
small to do the, job without help. It
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# needs new members. It needs you.

. Join us and become a member of the
Extension Society team. Although you
won't be present in the home missions
personally, your impact will be felt in
this holy effort. Together we can bring
the Word of Christ to those who don't
have it.

Write for a free subscription to Ex-
tension magazine today and discover
the differenice you can make. Together,
and with God’s grace, we can achieve
His missionary goals here in our own
beloved country.

¢ The Catholic Church

 EXTENSION society

. TS East Wacker Drive * Chicago. Hinois BD601
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