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POLITICS 
U.S. Bishops to Catholics: Inform Conscience 

Washington (NO - The U.S. Catholic Conference, with 

, . ^ ^ p s Catlioherto -"take 

The advice came it"m qp£f$$S version of the USCC*. 
statement on "Political Responsibility: Choices for the 
1980s." Earlier vemom of the statement were published ta 

opafgiiSi / 
The I 9 B s t ^ i e a l / l i l s i i v e t ^ fbe OSCXJ'*^. 

ministrative Board March 22 and released Apnl 3, includes 
new sections Wk $&0s ^ W tfflfo W& ea^anded 
discussion of Central' America, nuclear disarmament and 
other onp48t«8Si|e»fe 

Much of 
predecessor, exceptWrMaor. 1 

t, reads like its 1979 
tioas k wording or use 

Trcpphcyartn^ophe 
U.S. bishops. • """''T 

As hi 1979, the bifboes sta|$J &at they "do tio% seek the 
formation of a religious '$ptM$ bloc" or *to instruct 
persons on how they should vote by endorsing can­
didates." 

"Pit- values, ,£o yon can 
Pin,** fhe ne% statement 

issues. ^ 
» -v. ••* .. 

•'Become mvt "$§m$mm otr parry of your; 
ehoice," it contimies. "3|tea^^pe the coming months to 
hetter unders taMw| i^^S&rm#oufcon«d$aceI r t 

Issues dSseassM s f ^ f i M y * fif briefly by the document 
are abortion, arms control and disarmament, capital 
punishment, civfftflj^vfte e ^ o m y . eduea^on^ergyv 
family V0, i4HA''0m ̂ &oMe$"pofiey* health, lousing, 
human rights, mas* medial |nd regional conflict 

carried over from 1979/ seem* 

ilo-rTf-V^iiVii 

says the "right to life is the mo-.t basic humar right * i it 
demands the protection of law ' It adds that "we d tot 
accept the concept that anyone has the right o choc - an 
abortion" and that "we reject the public 'undii • of 
abortion." 

In 1979, the document said that "the righ' to lit. is a 
basic human right which should have (he p-^tetut i of 
law." But it did not mention public funding or 'he cc cept 
ofthe right to an abortion 

B»t iHh| 1974Jnd 1984 sections on aboroon ca tor 
passage of a constitutional amendment to certur • the 
1973SupfemeCoirt ruling legalizing abortion 

Capitaljpurnshfient is opposed in the 1984 uncunu i in 
virtually the sapiejsrms as it was in 1979 "IP view i wr 
commitment to; the value and dignity of human hi we 
0JSP0sec^J1Jrat|>^B1lshment,,, the 1984 statemer- says 

l a tfie 198% version, the USCC has set aside < vil ri£ •, as 
a separate section The 1979 version treatec u un j.r a 
discuissionoflinman rights. 

* Bot&d^jfaenfe say that "discrimination t?sed o- ex, 
jrace, ethnicity or age continues to exist in our r *tion ' l"he 
documents: describe this discrimination a. "a ' ave 
inimtice and an affront to human dignity" whi -h "mu ; be 
agglessiv<!ly resisted by every individual and rioted p. • of 
every social institution and structure." 

, / l t & J9S^^ocuTnent then adds that "lacism 
earticul#ySerious form ot discnmuiation" a<~d that 
progress has been made in eliminating prc>di<.e. 

~%t§bm | te«^|or continued reconciliation ir this s 
remains. "Racism is not merely one sin anion? manv' 
'*$ ridwal evil dividing the human fdmil> ' the 
sfatemeii-saysr •* 

In the new section on energy, the 1984 statement 
national policies which would-

tf'^Tomote conservation and responsible ^ewa. 
{ of ouilimitedtenergy resources. 

* 1^tifComiaiJ5ene1r^y development to improvi 'p, tafe 
the work fiarceandthe community; 

- a 
•hie 
'an 

t.a" 
jfut 
984 

ges 

hip 

for 

• "Promote international cooperation in developing 
and distributing energy, thus reducing the tensions which 
may lead to international conflict; 

• "Provide for equitable-access to energy resources and 
benefits, particularly for low-income people; and 

• "Promote the development of renewable energy 
sources " 

Since the last political responsibility statement, conflict 
:n Central America, especially in El Salvador and 
Nicaragua, has intensified. Victims of violence m the last 
four years include Archbishop Oscar Romero of San 
Salvador and four American churchwomen, all murdered 
jn El Salvador in 1980. 

• Central America has come to be the most visible focus 
of our attention to regional conflicts," the 1984 political 
responsibility statement savs. "Our position concerning the 
indigenous roots of the conflicts, the imperative need for 
fundamental social change, and the futility, not to say 
immorality, of proposed military solutions has been stated 
often and is well known." 

The document says that "under no reasonably foreseea­
ble circumstances can direct intervention of military 
personnel in the region, on the part of the United States or 
anv other outside power, be justified." 

The 1979 statement dealt with Central America in less 
Jetad 

Likewise, the section of the 1984 document dealing with 
arms control and disarmament also reflects increased 
reflection by the bishops, in particular, through their 1983 
pastoral, "The Challenge of Peace: God's Promise and 
Our Response." 

As the political responsibility statement points out, the 
pastoral "condemns the counter-city or counter-
population use of nuclear weapons; rejects thejiotion of 
waging limited nuclear wars (because of the risk of 
escalation to all-out nuclear war); and questions the moral 
acceptability of policies that contemplate the initiation of 
nuclear war to repel a conventional attack, as is the case in 
NATO strategy." 
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MAY 21st TO JUIsl 

TOUR LEADER 
FR. ALBERT DELMONTE 

Pastor St. Salome's Church 

ITINERARY 

MILAN (1 night) Lake District, Lake Garda/Verons A S S I S I (1 night) 

BALZANO (1 night) Cortina 4J S O R R E N T O (2 nights) Pompeii/Naples 

VENICE (2 nights) Padua <P- R O M E (3 nights) 
F L O R E N C E (2 nignisl San Gimignano/Siena 

:'ft 
Features: 
• Round trip air transportation from Rochester. l-Sit 
• Travel by First Class air-conditioned motorcoach. f • f 
• 12 nights accommodations at Superior Tourist or Tourist ;t|jass Hotels with private bath or shower. 
• 18 included meals: 12 Continental breakfasts with juice 3rj3 6 dinners (B,D on itinerary). Featuring: —Welcoming dinner 

with wina —Lively evening with drink and tarantella floorinow at a popular Sorrento nightclub. 
• Full day sightseeing in Rome includes St. Fteter's, Vatican Museum, Sistine Chapel, Catacombs and Michelangelo's 

"Moses" in the Church of St. Peter's in Chains *} 
• Guided half day sightseeing in Venice, Florence, and Assisi. 
• Admission fees to all included sightseeing. -1 
• Professional American Express Tour Manager accompanying group throughout Italy. 
• Transfers between airports and hotels in Italy. § 
• All taxes, tips except Tour Coach Driver & Tour Guide. -.•:. 
• American Express Vacation Kit and canvas tote bag. 
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