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|
Insights
In Lléurgy

l'}y Dennie Mack

Renewed
Hearts:

| Reb'irth

Wendy is unemployed
and her fiance has been
sick. Marie suffers from
cancer |and shingles and
has just lost the sight of an
eye. Wendy is among our
“elect”’l and Marie is her
sponsot. The “‘elect’’ lead
us on our Journey of
Faith. Each one of us
brought ‘‘dry bones” to
the community at
worship. We heard on the
fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel ‘being told to tell
the ““dry bones’’ that God
would naise them up and
put the Spirit within them.

Whaq “dry bones” we
have been and how we
yearn far God to renew us
and talﬁz away our hearts
of stone!! We have felt like
“‘dry bohes’” as we have
tried to}lcomfort those in
pain. We have felt like
“dry bones’ when those
to whom we have given
life, our children, ask us
how we are stopping the
arms race. We have felt
like “drfl bones’’ when we
hear of the hunger in
Oxolotan, Mexico, a dioc-
esan mission. We come to
worship, praise and plead
with God and hear “‘I will
put my spirit in you that

you may live.”” (Ezekiel
37:14) We are heartened.

In Sunday’s Gospel, we
heard of Mary and
Martha’s brother
Lazarus, being raised to
new life. by a weeping
Jesus (John 11:1-45).
Jesus risked being stoned
when he went to them. We
met Martha in Luke’s
Gospel when she was anx-
ious about many things
while her sister sat at
Jesus’ feet. When -Jesus
prepares to raise her
brother, Martha is as
prayerful as Mary ever
was. She says ‘“You are
the Messiah, the Son of
God.”” John presents
Jesus as giving life to
Lazarus out of com-
passion and love so that
all may believe that Jesus
was sent by God.

Our prayer last Sunday
for our “‘elect’” echoes the
prayer in Ezekiel and
John. Prayer gives life. It
prods us into radiating
and reflecting Christ’s
peace-making way of life.

We prayed that elect
are united to Christ & his
death and resurrection

and by the grace of his
sacrament conquer the
‘“‘bitterness of death’’. We
prayed that the elect’s

““faith strengthens them

against the deceits of the

world: that they may re-

has rescued them from
ignorance and that they
may reject sin which de-
stroys life.”” The scrutinies
help us as well as the elect
to bear witness to Jesus’
resurrection as ‘‘living
members of the Church.”
They help us each examine
our hearts.

We are sent forth from
Sunday’s liturgy to bring
new life to the “‘dry
bones’’ in our workplace,
neighborhoods and
homes. They sometimes

resemble Ezekiel’'s ‘‘dry

9

bones,”” the hopelessness
of lIsrael. But Ezekiel
showed Israel rising to
new life from the grave-
vard of Babylon. Their
new heart and spirit were
the work of God. What
idolotry and _injustice
would Ezekiel find pre-
venting peace today?
Some of the signs of
new life springing from
Sunday’s liturgy are the
people wha elect to
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Mass o}' the
2 £ Lord’s Supper
e ,.Sacred Heart Cathedral Liturgy of the
v, . {Good Friday) Lord’s Passion
“Sa_cred Heart Cathedral EASTER VIGIL
Sacred Heart Cathedral " EASTER Sunday
) - » Celebration

Reflection; Holy Week dawns and the Church once again solemnly celebrates the center of her

existence in the life, death, resurrection experience of Jesus. The readings center on the

historical-activities of Jesus. One must be careful not to simply re-create the historical, The
litu rgmofthe aveek call the Church to focus in on today’s life — the renewed people of God.

; portant ‘to useithe Seripture readmgs, the familiar images summoned in our minds and

3. deeper participation in the life of Christ. We cannot live in the past. The

eﬂienged us to five in the world today — live with renewed hearts asa

main grateful to God who .
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worship and’ serve the
discussions on the bish-
op’s pastoral letter on
peace, Operation
Breadbox, and the peo-
ple’s response to suffering
within and beyond our
community. Wendy,
Marie and others in the
Christian initiation pro-
cess find the community
gives and supports the
new life rising within
them. They also find
themselves supporting
others through their
crises. Jesus is de-
monstrating here and now
his life giving spirit re-
newing our hearts and
renewing the Church.
Jesus gwes life to his
people.

Nazareth College
Hosts College Bowl

Nora Senecal, above, of Nazareth Academy raises
her hand to answer the question posed by Dr. Mary
Bush, left, chairman of the Nazareth College history
department, during a take-off of the famous
“College Bowl” quiz show last Wednesday at the
Nazaret': Arts Center. More than 50 students from
nine area high schools participated in the competition
sponsored by the cellege’s Freshman Credit Pro-
gram. Left, Mercy students Joannie Sun, Julie
Brooks and Anna Magliocco reply to a question with
a show of hands during a head-to-head match against
Spencerport High School. The team from Pittsford
Sutherland won the competition.

ymb it expémence
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GETHSEMANI:

Garden of Peace Is Known
As Place of Agony, Betrayal

By John Dash

The Garden of Gethsemani figures large in the Gospel
account next Sunday; and as diocesans now begin to savor
the pleasures of green and growing things, it may be a good
occasion to explore just what Gethsemani was.

Picking through a nearly 80-year-old volume of the
Catholic Encyclopedia, one discovers that Gethsemani
could just as easily be translated **Gil-Press Park.”’

It was a place of refreshment, peace, and pleasure. The
olive connoting throughout the Mediterranean world
harmony, long life and peace. It certainly appears a divine
irony that the Christian world considers Gethsemani solely
as a place of agony and betrayal.

The Catholic Encyclopedia asserts that any field shaded
by fruit trees and surrounded by a wall of stone or hedge
forms, in the East, a garden. The name Gethsemani comes
from the Hebrew ‘‘gat,”” press and ‘‘semen,”’ oil, giving
“‘sufficient indication that it was planted with olive trees,”’
the encyclopedia says.

Both Mark and John say that it was a favorite place for
Jesus, a place he would go to pray, a place where he would
‘“‘often’’ gather his disciples.

It was a popular place for early Christians as well.
Eusebius, a fourth centrury Arian, said the faithful used
the park as a place of prayer.

Olives, botanically ‘“Olea,”’ grow in areas where the
temperature never dips much below 15 degrees fahrenheit.
California is the site in the U S.

The trees are gnarled and contorted, are evergreen,
grown for both fruit and ornament, and have small white
flowers, and a silvery cast on the underside of narrow,
blue-green leaves.

The tree with which Californians and those who know
the Mediterranean are most familiar is Olea europaea, a
broadly crowned tree which will grow in just about any soil
provided it isn’t water-logged. The tree will even grow in
soils considered too poor for other tree species.

. The fruit, the olive, is about 70 percent oil, extracted by
pressing. Olive oil is 2 major component of the anointing
and blessing liquids used by the Church.



file:///ovrs

