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De Pere, Wis. (NC) -- Three Catholic theologians, speaking
about ““A Christian Agenda for 2001,”’ said they favored
the ordination of women but felt that it would not happen
soon.

Blessed Sacrament Father Eugene Laverdiere, Re-
demptorist Father Bernard Haring and Father Richard
McBrien spoke about the future of the church at an all-day
theological symposium at St. Norbert College in De Pere in
mid-March. ;

Father McBrien, chairman of the University of Notre
Dame’s theology department, said the church ought to
ordain women -- ‘I make no bones about it.”” But he said
he doubts it will happen during the pontificate of Pope
John Paul II, although the pope has increasingly spoken
out about social justice.

Father Haring, a theologian at the Second Vatican
Council and professor at the Redemptorist seminary in
Rome, urged supporters of women’s ordination to be
patient and not push the issue yet, but said women should
be incorporated into the decision-making processes.
~ Father Laverdiere, associate professor at the Catholic
Theological Union in Chicago and editor of Emmanuel
magazine, said that all people are called to some kind of
ministry in the church.

More than a concern for a particular issue, the priests
said that the church should avoid a split or polarization
over controversal issues. .

Father McBrien said those who seek to reform the
church must do so in a Christian way. ‘“‘Even if you are
attacked, you ought not to attack in kind,” he said.
“‘Respond with dignity and maintain the highest standards
of the Gospel itself.””

Earlier in the day, Father Haring described Christ and
the church as healers. Because Father Haring recently
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underwent a larynx operation, his talk was read by
Norbert'ine Father Xavier Colavechio, chairman of the
symposium committee. ,

To say one believes in Christ is an acceptance of him:
*‘not first or only as healer and liberator from suffering,””
Father Haring said, ‘‘but as the bearer of salvation and
thus also of healing. o :

‘“The sick and sinful person opens himself to his savior
and healer by grateful faith, or, on the contrary, locks
himself up in his own misery, ungratefully refusing faith.
and missing salvation while longing only for health in the
narrowest sense,’’ he said.

The church can help those who suffer by first becoming,
““healthy” itself, he said. ‘“Whenever those sent by Christ:
to proclaini the good news and to heal the sick exhibit both
the joy of the Gospel and healing love...people are
effectively called to faith.”’ :

Father McBrien, in his talk, said the tensions Catholics
feel between liberals and conservatives, between the
hierarchy and grassroots reformers, stem from the
imperfect fit of different models of church. |
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Instinct leads people to try to find the truth in each
model of church offered and then try to form a new model,
he said. The Second Vati Council provides the map by
which the church guides itself.

In his talk, Father Laverdiere distinguished between the
historical Jesus and the risen|Christ and its implications for
the church i '

The historical Jesus belonged to a certain race, a certain
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The Gospel, he said, must be understood in light of the
Resurrection, not limited tg a literal interpretation. The
Second Vatican Council was| the beginning of the new era

in the church, he said, an era

of the risen Christ.



