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Word for Sunday

‘for instance,

Church
Prefers
Burial

Sunday’'s Readings:
(R3) Jn. 11/145. RD Ez.
37/12-14. (R2) Rom.
8/8-11.

The theme of Sunday’s
readings is resurrection.
Much is said about graves
and tombs. Last week, I
received a small package.
It was the ashes of a
former parishioner
cremated in Florida. The
tiny package sits in our
rectory awaiting burial in
our cemetery.

The incident sent me
back to my books to re-
fresh my thoughts about
cremation.

Burial rites are deeply
intertwined with religious
beliefs. The Egyptians,
did not
cremate. They believed in
an afterlife so they em-
balmed bodies and they
buried their Pharaohs
with servants and incredi-

_ ble riches to serve them in

the next life.

It was the pagan

Romans who had no
belief in an afterlife who
cremated their dead. The
Hebrews, on the contrary,
who at least from the
second century before
Christ explicitly believed
in an afterlife and implic-
itly long before that,
buried their dead.

Christ, being a Jew,
also was buried. Resurrec-
tion followed.

Ever since, His follow-
ers too were buried in the
hope of resurrection.
Hence Christians call their
burial places ‘‘cemeter-
ies,”’ dormitories. Both
Christ and St. Paul spoke
of death as a sleep.

Natural sensibilities for
centuries revolted against
cremation. It seemed too
violent a removal of one’s

.beloved. Christian rever-

ence for a body that had
templed the Holy Spirit
and had been anointed at
Baptism and Confirma-
tion refused to allow it to
be treated as so much-
offal in an incinerator.
Cremation was first re-
vived in Christian Europe
in 1796. The atheistic,
free-thinking French revo- .
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lutionaries who abolished
Sunday and enthrored a
prostitute on the aitar of
Notre Dame Cathedral as
goddess of reason, resur-
rected cremation as a
dramatic and imaginative
way of attacking the
doctrine of immortality.
At first, it made little
headway.

However, at the end of
the last century, when
faith began to weaken and
Rationalism and Scien-
tism became triumphant,
people began to welcome
cremation as a method
that bespoke hygiene and
social progress. In the
1880s cremation sociecties
sprang up everywhere,
being pushed by atheists
in order to attack the
doctrine of the resurrec-
tion. Naturally, the
Church forbade joining
these societies and using
cremation as a sign of
unbelief in‘an afterlife.

The ban remained in
force until 1960. Then,
people began to ask the
Church to lift it, for
reasons totally other than
those of the godless.

Economy was one of
the chief reasons. So, on
Aug. 15, 1969, the Sacred
Congregation for Divine
Worship, with the ap-
proval of Pope Paul VI,
decreed:

_ ‘““The Christian
funeral service is to be
given to those who have
chosen cremation of

their own body, unless it

mouvateg by, ‘reasons

hostile tg the %\hnstlan

life... oy

But the dlrecﬁ, @ goes
on to state fhat the
‘“‘funeral m;s arﬁ to be
celebrated in su way
that one do&s no“i\ scure
the fact thag thé, Qhurch
prefers 'the cugiom of
burial in imitatigh of the
Lord Hupse&fﬁ who
wished to bebunia“(ir’”

So it stands at: the pre-
sent time, - »:@g

Deadliné
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Pansh eorreswédents are
reminded that itbiis for At
Your Pansl; mast be typed
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FATIMA DEVOTIONS

Honor Our Lady’s request at Fatima by
attending 1st Saturday Devotions at
Guardian Angels Church, 2061 East
Henrietta Road, Hennetta, on April 7, 3
1984 after 9 A.M. Mass. Sponsored by
the Queen of the Americas Guild.

T——-DONALD J. MEEHAN—

Retired U.S. Internal Revenue Agent
. Public Accountant
Member National Society of Public Accountants
Announces his Availability for
AUDITS « BOOKKEEPING
’ e COMPLETE TAX SERVICES
individual » Partnership * Corporation

Fhemiara 334-1210  socheser 12

TOUR OF SOUTHERN

Blessed Satrament
School. ﬁa
Magz roé& Ave
‘at @xforﬁ St.
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108,

Saturgay; Apr. 14
18-2 i price)

Come tef* lunciz ér supper

June 30-July 12, 1984
A Teuly Unique Ex-
perience Hosted By
Father Charles Lavery A
and Escorted By Ber-
nard Travel. Includes :

Complete Sight-
seeing, Most Meals,
and a Little Merri-
ment Thrown-ln.

T By
f Fr. Charles Lavery
1 Call For Details ' ‘

| BERNARD TRAVEL ! 1

STONERIDGE PLAZA CLOVER COMMONS
1540 RIDGE RD. W.

821-!900

2900 MONROE AVE.

_381-3800
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