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between God and the indi
vidual Religions which comes 
through Religious life. 

"This intimate and pro
found knowledge of Christ is 
actuated and grows deeper 
day by day through the life of 
personal, community and 
liturgical prayer proper to 
each of your Religious fami
lies," he said. 

The pope cited .the docu
ments of the Second Vatican 
Council and Paul VI on 
Religious life and called Re
ligious consecration a "fuller 
expression of baptismal 
consecration." 

"The church thinks of 
you, above all, as persons 
who are consecrated. Con
secration determines your 

place in the vast coM 
of the church, the fj& 
God," he said. ^ 

"And at the same Ui 
consecration inirodart 
the universal missidafci 
people a special stS 
spiritual and supell 
energy: a particular M 
life, witness and apfe's 
in fidelity to the vcm, 
your institute and to Hi 
tity and spiritual href! 
he added. r; 

The vows of povtpl 
obedience emphaitj 
demptive love ^nite'lj 
"places greater emrjfil 
the spousal characteril 
love," the papal d<g 
said. The pope citedtXl 
exhortation of freelyj 
ing chastity for the kls 
of God (Mt. !$12)t$! 


