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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR

A bold mother
asks for Jesus” help

By Janaan Manternach
NC News Service

The girl screamed and groaned.
Her mother knelt beside her,
reaching out to comfort her. She
pulled her daughter to her and
held her tight.

Slowly the young girl became
calm. ““Thank God!”’ her mother
sighed softly. ‘‘How I wish my
little girl could find help. She is
so beautiful when she is calm like
other children.”

Neighbors stood around the
mother and child. They locked
sad. They felt sorry for the little
girl and for her mother.

“Too bad,” one woman
whispered to her neighbor.
“'She’s a very sick girl.”

"1 think an evil spirit has her
in its power,” the neighbor
woman answered.

A man had a suggestion for the
mother. ‘A man named Jesus is
visiting in town. He has healed
many people. I know where he is
staying. Maybe he would help
your girl.”

The mother sent her daughter
home with an older brother. She
followed the man to the house
where Jesus was staying.

Jesus had hoped no one would
recognize him. It was a strange
village in the territory of Tyre
and Sidon and he wanted to rest
for a while.

The mother ran into the house
where Jesus was staying. The
people in the house were Jews,
like Jesus. The woman was a
foreigner, a Greek.

“What is that foreigner doing
in our house?”’ the owner of the
house asked his wife. “*Surely

Jesus will have nothing to do
with her since she is a gentile.”
As soon as the mother saw
Jesus, she ran to him and fell

down at his feet.

“‘Sir, please help my little girl,”
the Greek woman pleaded. ‘‘She
is very sick. People say a bad
spirit is hurting her.”

Jesus wanted her to know that
his mission was first to the Jews.
“Let the children of the house
eat first. It is not right to take
food from the children and
throw it to the pups under the
table.”

People chuckled. They
doubted that Jesus would help
this foreign woman.

“‘Please, Lord,” the woman
begged, “‘help my duaghter. Even
the pups under the table eat the
family leftovers.”

‘““How bold she is!”’ a guest
commented.

But Jesus liked the woman’s
sense of humor. He was touched
by her concern for her sick
child.

- “Go home now!” Jesus told
her. ““Your daughter is all right.
No bad spirits will be bothering
her any longer.”

The woman stood up. She
thanked jesus. When she got
home, she found her little girl
asleep in bed. She was no longer
sick.

Story Hour bliblical quotes —
this week from Mark 7:.24-29 —
are paraphbrased.

(Ms. Manternagh is the autbor
of numerous catechetical books
and articles for children.)

healing that happen in people.

The healing is not what anyone
1977. 3995}

HOW ABOUT YOU?

CIFirst, think back to a time when you had a cut that needed to heal, or
a broken bone that needed to mend. Then think about a time when there
was a need for healing or mending in one of your friendships. How did
your friendship heal? What can you do to mend a friend’s broken feelings?

Children’s Reading Comer

*“The Seeing Stick” is a story by Jane Yolen. Chikiren and adults might
read it together. Afterward, they might talk about the different kinds of

In the story, a littie girl, an only daughter, i8 biind. Her father, the
enmiaaadmdoﬁarsafutmehmmanyonemumm

Anotﬁmwhoisbﬁnd heips the sorrowful and self-centered princess
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expects,
tojoy. (Thomas Y. mm 10E. &&“MYa&NY 10022

yet it is teal. Sorrow tums
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Je@us felt sorry for anyone who was sick. When-
ever he met someone who
was suffering, he cured them.
People would walk for miles in
the hope
of being
healed by
Jesus.
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After ordmaﬁbn to the priesthood in
his native Irelfiid, Father Peter Quinn
came to Améfica to his life of

needs new members. It needs you
Join us and become a member of the

priestly servicé fo the disadvantaged liv-
ing in our poﬁt“'&t home mission areas.

Supported i grants from the Catho-
lic Extensiori Society, Father Quinn
haswmedtheirustofhlsmwssippl

_ parishigners by devoted service to their

spmtualneed’gfﬂelspartofateamof
home mssionitts who, together with
Extension, pm's‘uethevltal and urgent
task o§~ tion here in the
United {State$. . But the team is too
smalltaldo tﬁejobwlﬂlouthdp It

Extension Society team. Although you

won't be present in the home missions

personally, your impact will be felt in

this holy effort. Together we can bring

me\vord of Christ to those who don't
it

Write for a free subscription to Ex-
tension magazine today and discover
the difference you can make. Together,
and with God’s grace, we can achieve
His missionary goals here in our own
beloved country.

= The Catholic Church
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