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Insights
In Liturgy

By Gretchen Dent

Share
The Living
Water

The elect in parishes
throughout the diocese
have celebrated the first of
three Scrutinies this week.
Despite their ominous
sounding title, the
Scrutinies are ‘‘intended
to purify the
catechumens’ minds and
hearts, to strengthen them
against temptation, to
purify their intentions and
to make firm their de-

cision’’ (RCIA #154). The
Scrutinies should be cele-
brated with the elect and
the community gathered
together so that the elect
may be supported and
strengthened by the com-
munity during this period
of intense preparation for
initiation and/or recep-
tion into the Church. The
Gospel of the Samaritan
Woman is the focus of the
First Scrutiny.

For Jews during Jesus’
time, living water meant
flowing, running water as
was found in streams and’
bubbling springs, and was -
much preferred to stag-
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nant pools of water. To-
day, running water still
brings vivid images to
mind: the babbling of a
gentle brook meandering
through a meadow; the
taste of clear, cold spring
water bubbling up in the
woods; the relentless
breaking of waves upon
the sand; the sound and
smell of a gentle spring
rain...it speaks to us of
refreshment and cleans-
ing, of life, healing and
hope.

Physical water, howev-
er, is not always accessible
to us. We cannot always
rest by that peaceful
stream, drink that cool
glass of water or be
cleansed in fresh water,
But Jesus speaks tousof a
living water which will be
with us always. He offers
us water which will
quench our thirst forever,
bring us peace and raise us
to new life. As baptized
Christians, we have cons-

Liturgy Office Offers
Leadership Training

The diocesan Liturgy Of-
fice will offer a new program
to area churches April 6 and
7.

The program is designed to
train lay leaders who will
subsequently offer the intro-
ductory lector formation

program in their own
parishes.

Background material, a
model program and sugges-
tions for presentation tech-
niques will be addressed in
this initial program.
Follow-up meetings with

participants will be arranged,

‘Markétplace Ministry’
Workshops Scheduled

Three workshops/retreats
on ‘‘Marketplace Ministries’’
are scheduled from Thursday
through Sunday, on April
12-15, July 19-22, and Sept.
27-30, at the Guelph Centre
of Spirituality, Loyola House
in Guelph, Ontario.

According to a8 press re-

lease from Loyola House, the
seminars are ‘for all lay
persons who desire to deepen
their calling as lay persons in
the ordinary circumstances of
life.”’

Leading the workshops is

¢

the Loyola House staff and
professional social worker,
and a former lecturer at St.
Louis University. He is also
consultant to various lay and
religious communities in
North America.

Cost of the workshops is
$95 (Canadian) per person.
Three or more persons from
one organization may attend
for$75each.

For applications or more
information, contact Loyola
House, Box 245, Guelph,
Ontario, Canada, NIH 6J9;

as well as on-site evaluations.

Participants are required
to attend an introductory
lector formation program
presently being offered by the
Liturgy Office before regis-
tering for leadership training.

Also, letters of recommen-
dation from their parish
liturgy committees and their
pastors are to be sent to the
Liturgy Office before the
program takes place.

The program is scheduled
for 7-10 p.m., Friday, April
6, and 9:30 a.m.<4 p.m.,
Saturday, April 7 at the
Sisters of St. Joseph Retreat
Center, 4141 East Ave.

Participants are asked to
bring a brown-bag lunch on
Saturday. Beverages will be
provided.

Reglstrauon fee for the
program is $5 per person.
Registration to 10 parishes,
and must be completed be-
fore April 6.

Further information is

available from the Liturgy :
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tant access to that f{mn-
tain of living water 2, % the
life of Christ Bubbling up
within us. Living wﬁfer
given to us in, Baptl

that can q egch)g&

deepest thirst wnhnm We
carry it with ug - aWays
ready to well lup. IE fe-
freshes and strgngthens
us. The more we alléW it
to quench our thu'st, the
more it wells up. ‘?f?

The catechumens s'tﬁhd
in the midst of the &m-
munity asking for a §H§re
of that water. Thefizare
reaching out for the ﬂ%ﬁng
water of Christ.; W&
community, need to gch
out to them in’ suppéx": --
offering them'. a éﬁink
from our own pgol. They
need to see that 5pr1ﬁ§ of
hvmg water buhblmg up
in each of us. - o ,‘

As baptized thsfxans,
however, we don’t ald Ays
avail ourselves of thag liv-

ing water. We get caught
up in the daily needs of

our lives and find
ourselves looking into
wells of pleasure and suc-
cess for our refreshment.
We wander into the desert
and become parched and
unable to quench our
thirst. Lent provides us, as
community, with an op-
portunity to return from
our wandering, to look
within ourselves and to
recall our baptismal pro-
mises. The faith of the
catechumens in our midst
should give us the inspira-
tion to closely scrutinize
our own lives, just as they
will be doing, and once
again to find new life
from the fountain of liv-
ing water.

We are invited, like the
woman at the well, not

. only to receive, but to

give. We need to reach
out, to share that living

water, to offer a drink to
all who are thirsty. The
water is offered gener-
ously as gift, with no
return expected. Whether
or not it is accepted, we
need to offer it -- as Christ
offers it -- to all who are
thirsty. For Christ is pre-
sent in all those in need
and our response is even-
tually directed back to
Him who generously gave
us the living water. It is
the ripple effect -- ever
moving, ever living, ever

refreshing, ever re-
plenishing -- ever respon-
* ding.

The catechumens help
us, as community, to see
the need for returning to
the fountain in our own
lives. In turn, refreshed by
the living water, we reach
out to them with support
and invite them to share in
the fountain of living
water as together we
journey toward Easter.
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Monroe Developmental Ctr.

St. John of Rochester,
Fairport (Northeast Region)

St. Mary’s, Bath (Steuben
Region)

Visitation
EVENING
PRAYER

E VENHVG
PRAYER

N.Y.S. Bishops
Meeting

Reading: “Awake, é sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.”’

Ephesians 5:14."

Reflection: Light arig éarknes become the predominant themes of this fourth week. The
first book of Samuef?ecounts how David_was chosen and anointed king — a light to the

nation. Paul writes

4% ““there was a fiime when you were darkness, but now you are light

in the Lord.”’ John reaéunts the cure of the:man'born blind. There are those who contend

that the Gospel of todséy is a microcosm of the RCIA process.

What is the ggpen?:.ﬁ ce of blmdn&ss" How can-w¢ be blinded? (By our selfishness? By

our defensiveness? By
ask some imperiant g3k

Gur unwillingfiés to bend? By our conceit?) This week’s readings
tions. Questions which. demand a person stop and consider the
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