The ruling, By Jm#ge Io;m A Ma¢Phaﬁ of the
Commonwealth Court in Harrisburg, Pa., the state’s ctm;t
of appeals, was believed to be the first.time that a court hias
accepted the argument that a constitutionat amendment.on
equai nghts afiam the abxﬁty of the state ta wsmct
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Ca}dihal Aék * Mdf"D bate on ‘Seamless Garment’

St. Louis (NC) — Cardi-
nal Joseph L. Bernardin of
Chicago urged a wider debate
on his controversial thesis on
the ‘‘seamless garment’’ of
Jife during a speech March 11
at Jesuit-run St. Louis Um-
versity.

A ‘‘vigorous debate’ has
emerged since December,
when he urged Catholics to
link abortion, nuclear war,
capital punishment and other
‘“‘multiple threats to the
sacredness of life,”” Cardinal
Bernardin said.

““l seek to enlarge (the
debate), not to end it,”” he

told his St. Louis audience.

At stake, he said, is ‘‘the
positive potential of the
Catholic moral and social
tradition’’ in the United
States.

Cardinal Bernardin’s De-
cember speech, at Fordham
University in New York,
another Jesuit institution,
provoked sharp criticism
from some anti-abortion
leaders. They said that the
linkage of abortion with capi-
tal punishment, the nuclear
threat and other life issues
cited by the cardinal would
diminish the importance of
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the abortion issue and un-
dermine the antl-abomon
struggle.

Abortion is a qualitatively
different issue, critics said,
because of the actual and
ongoing deaths of millions of
unborn babies.

““In response to those who
fear otherwise,’’ said Cardi-
nal Bernardin, ‘‘I contend
that the systemic vision of a
consistent ethic of life will
not erode our crucial public
opposition to the direction of

necessary public opp,osm@gl
to abortion.”

The “syst;érmc vmon” th/ét
shows a “‘common ‘foundit -

tion”’ to specific hﬁe 1ssnreﬁ

serves ‘‘both Chumh

society,”” hesaid. { ° #
A ;

{
““The range of appbcangn

is all too evident: nuclgar way
threatens life on a prevnous’iy
unimaginable scale; abom(m
takes life daily on a.horren:
dous scale; public exggunofxs
are fast becoming weeKly
events in the most advan

openly dlscussed and even
advocated,’’ he said.

““Each of these assaults on
life has its own meaning and
morality; they cannot be
' collapsed into one problem,
but they must be confronted
as pieces of a larger pattern.”

The Chicago cardinal, who
heads the U.S. bishops’
Committee for Pro-Life Ac-
tivities, said ‘‘a consistent
ethic does not say everyone in
the Church must do all
things... It is not necessary or
possible for every person to

technological society in his ,c&*é engage in each issue.’

the arms race; neither will it
ry; and ecuthanasia is néW“ But it does require that

smother our persistent and
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those witnessing to life on
one issue ‘‘not be seen as
insensitive to or even oOp-
posed to other moral claims
on the overall spectrum of
life,”’ he said.

A consistent e¢thic ““docs
not equate’’ direct taking of
life with questions of pro-
moting human dignity
through housing or health
care, he said.

‘“‘But a consistent ethic
identifies both the protection
of life and its promotion as
moral questions,’” he said.
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Features:

TOUR LEADER
FR. ALBERT DELMONTE
Pastor St. Salome’s Church

14 DAYS

ESCORTED From ROCHESTER
BY FR. ALBERT DELMONTE

Per Person. Double Occupancy From
Rochester Singie Occupancy Available

*1699.%

Round trip air. transportation from Rochester.
Travel by First Class air-conditioned motorcoach.
12 nights accommodations at Superior Tourist or Tourist Class !e{aiels with private bath or shower.

18 included meals: 12 Continental breakfasts with juice and 6 dinners (B,D on itinerary). Featuring: —Welcoming dinner

with wine. —Lively evening with drink and tarantella fioorshow 3 L a popular Sorrento nightciub.

Full day sightseeing in Rome includes St. Peter's, Vatican Museum Sistine Chapel, Catacombs and Michelangelo's

“Moses” in the Church of St. Peter’s in Chains. R

Guided half day sightseeing in Venice, Florence, and Ass;si w

Admission fees to all included sightseeing. *

Professional American Express Tour Manager accompanying ngup throughout italy.
Transfers between airports and hotels in taly.

All taxes, tips except Tour Coach Driver & Tour Guide.

American Express Vacation Kit and canvas tote bag.
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