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g Shows ERA Is Pro-Abcrtion: Pro-Lifers 
-A Pennsylvania state ^ u ^ f u l t n j g p March 9 linking 

abortion to the state's E^ttai-JU^htS Amendment In been 
cited by pro-life groups a s a warning that a tcderal ER \ 
also would be read as pro-abortion 

The ruling, by lodge John A, M i c P h n i of thL 
Commonwealth Court m Harnsburg, P a rhe state court 
of appeals, was believed to be the first turn t in t I C u r t l n 
accepted the argument that a constitutional amendment on 
equal rights affects the ability of the tu t , it re met 
abortion, 

Howard S„ Fetterhoff, executive- director of the 
PeansylvaiHa C a t h o ^ O ^ f e r e n c f , galled the decwon 
"very disappointing to everyone-whois ir>im. io protect 
unborn chi ldren 0 and said .the ruling ' would seem to 
suggest that the, ERA caaatfd is beingised to nuanntee i 
l ight toa&Q#iprt/* 
,., PacPha i J ruled tha t the l9$8$Uit? law pi oli ibit mi, public 
tending of abortion violatesihe equal protection chiise of 
B g Pennsy lv^^eons t f tu t i0 t t j r«yhe i | a t e t R \ 

The s ta te E R A , McPhailf tojrdte, *% meritorious and 
fjsufftctent in and o f itself trylnvjslidate the statutes, betort us 
J n that those statute* d o unlawfully dJsenminate against 
'women with resjpect to a physical condition unique to 
i women "" 

- The ruling came in a lawsuit^Fischervs Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania) filed by Planned, Parenthood of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania and other pro abortion plan 
tiffs, who argued: thajt limiting MedieaiJ funding oi 

ibort ion to cases of rape incest and when the mothe ie 
u as endangered was a lorm of se \ discnmin it on 

The rulinv will be appealed e thcr to the. full "m 
monwcalth Court of nine judec or to the «tate Sup ~ne 
Court Recording to Bernard Shire a spokesman fo he 
Peiiiisvlvai 11C uholic 0 onfercnee 

Pi thcr Fduard M Rrjce director of the U S his ins 
Ottiee lor Pro I ite Activities m ^ a s h i m t n n said » a 
biatsllient thai while this court lulmg i a terrible bi M O 
the ta \pi>er Pcni selvam i wlio will I t toreed f *>iv 
lor elective ibor t iom for tht loresee ible t iture t " a * 
help to prevent t disaster on the tederal level 

I uther Br>ce a pne of the DIOCCM. of Pi tsburgb >a 
s-ud tht. decision provide substantial cor ohorat ioi of 
what manv leeal scholars have warned, nanelv that the 
Equal RigtUb "vmendmeni Mill be i threa to ab> un 
lundiiii. restrictions unless amende li< speeit o the r s 

Fithcr Brvce said Congress should resolv* the iss bv 
ipprovin« a modification such as the p oposed nti 
abortion addition to the £ R \ sponsored b> <cp I J mt-
Sensenbrcnner Jr R W is 

Doutlas Johnson legislative director tor the Na ">ml 
Right to 1 lfe Committee also siid the decision wouk hive 
a m vjor impact on prospects for approval ol the p r o i MMI 
federal BRA 

Pro ERA groups have been phving i d shonest *me 
with Con^rc^s — claiming that f-RA. h i s nothing > do 
with abortion but at the same time arguing exact 'he 
opposite in the state courts said Johnson He idde*. ih it 
the Penn ylvania ruling demonstrates how the pro-vised 

Tro-ERA groups have beeî  
; playing a dishonest game 
i with Congress — claiming 
that ERA has nothing to do 

• with abortion, but at the 
same time arguing exactly the 
opposite in the state courts. 

federal LR\ would result in tax funded abortion on 
dennnd 

Johnson called the ruling one more nail in the cof f n ol 
CR\ as it is currently worded ERA will never become 
part of the Constitution unless, it is amended to be ne itral 
on abortion 

The proposed federal fcRA. states that equahtv of n grits 
under the h w shall not be denied or abridged bv the L ted 
States or b> anv state on account ol vex t h e 
Pennsylvania F R \ reads Fqualitv of rights under tht law 
shall not be denied or abridged in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsvlv ania because of I he sex of the individual 

Cardinal Asks More Debate on 'Seamless Garment' 
St. Louis (NC) — Cardi­

nal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chicago urged a wider debate 
on his controversial thesis on 
the "seamless garment" of 

Jife during a speech March 11 
at Jesuit-run St. Louis Uni­
versity. 

A "vigorous debate" has 
emerged since December, 
when he urged Catholics to 
link abortion, nuclear war, 
capital punishment and other 
"mul t ip le threats to the 
sacredness of l ife," Cardinal 
Bernardin said. 

" I seek to enlarge (the 
debate), not to end i t , " he 

told his St. Louis audience. 
At stake, he said, is " the 

positive potential of the 
Catholic moral and social 
t radi t ion" in the United 
States. 

Cardinal Bernardin's De­
cember speech, at Fordham 
University in New York, 
another Jesuit institution, 
provoked sharp criticism 
from some ant i-abort ion 
leaders. They said that the 
linkage of abortion with capi­
tal punishment, the nuclear 
threat and other life issues 
cited by the cardinal would 
diminish the importance of 

issue and un-
anti-abortion 

the abortion 
dermine the 
struggle. 

Abortion is a qualitatively 
different issue, critics said, 
because of the actual and 
ongoing deaths of millions of 
unborn babies. 

" I n response to those who 
fear otherwise," said Cardi­
nal Bernardin, " I contend 
that the systemic vision of a 
consistent ethic of life will 
not erode our crucial public 
opposition to the direction of 
the arms race; neither will it 
smother our persistent and 

necessary fkblic opposition 
to abort ion.^ -;, y 

The "systemic vision" that 
shows a "dbmmon 'fpundlti ; 
t ion" to specific life issuiS • 
serves "bo th Church aM-
society," he said. ' ,-f .. 

"The range of application • 
is all too evident: nuclear wait 
threatens life on a previously 
unimaginable scale; abortion 
takes life daily on a'.porreifjf 
dous scale; public executions 
are fast becoming wee&y 
events in the most a ^ v a n c ^ : 

technological society p hist^** 
ry; and euthanasia is novv-

- -it: 

openly discussed and even 
advocated," he said. 

"Each of these assaults on 
life has its own meaning and 
morality; they cannot be 
collapsed into one problem, 
but they must be confronted 

as pieces of a larger pattern.'' 
The Chicago cardinal, who 

heads the U.S . bishops' 
Committee for Pro-Life Ac­
tivities, said " a consistent 
ethic does not say everyone in 
the Church must do all 
things,,. It is not necessary or 
possible for every person to 
engage in each issue." 

But it does require that 

those witnessing to life on 
one issue "not be seen as 
insensitive to or even op­
posed to other moral claims 
on the overall spectrum of 
life," he said. 

A consistent ethic "does 
not equate" direct taking of 
life with questions of pro­
m o t i n g h u m a n d i g n i t y 
through housing or health 
care, he said. 

"But a consistent ethic 
identifies both the protection 
of life and its promotion as 
moral questions," he said. 
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ITALY • ROME VATICAN 

u. 

MAY 21st TO JUNiSrd 

(1 night) 

(2 nights) Pompeii/Naples 

(3 nights) 

TOUR LEADER 
FR. ALBERT OELMONTE 

Pastor St. Salome's Church 

ITimi 
MILAN (1 night) Lake District, Lake Garda/Veroria 

B A L Z A N O (1 night) Cortina 

V E N I C E (2 nights) Padua 

F L O R E N C E (2 nights) San Gimignaao/Siena 

— y — ~*~** 
Features: 
• Round trip air. transportation from Rochester. 
• Travel by First Class air-conditioned motorcoach. ^ 
• 12 nights accommodations at Superior Tourist or Tourist Class iioiels with private bath or shower. 
• 18 included meals: 12 Continental breakfasts with juice and 6 dinners (B,D on itinerary). Featuring: —Welcoming dinner 

with wine. —Lively evening with drink and tarantella floo,rshow at a popular Sorrento nightclub. 
• Full day sightseeing in Rome includes St. Peter's, Vatican Musaum, Sistine Chapel, Catacombs and Michelangelo's 

"Moses" in the Church of St. Peter's in Chains. ' f 
• Guided half day sightseeing in Venice, Florence, and Assisi. r•;• "' 
• Admission fees to all included sightseeing. 
• Professional American Express Tour Manager accompanying group throughout Italy. 
• Transfers between airports and hotels in Italy. / ! 
• All taxes, tips except Tour Coach Driver & Tour Guida i, s 

• American Express Vacation Kit and canvas tote bag. F 

14 DAYS 
ESCORTED From ROCHESTER 

BY FR. ALBERT DELMONTE §Am* 
Per Person. Double Occupancy From | Q 
Rochester Single Occupancy Available I w % 

COURIER-JOURNAL TOUR DEPT. 
114 Sout^i Unidjt Street • .Rochester, NY 14607 
Please send brochure io: 

1699. 
Address 

City 
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