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Angry Archbishop

O’Connor ‘Outraged’ at Implication

New York (NC) --
Archbishop John J.
O’Connor said March 13 he
was ‘‘outraged’’ at-inferences
in a New York Times editori-
al that his comparison of
abortion to Hitler’s
holocaust was anti-Semitic or
was meant to compare
women who had abortions
with Nazis.

The March 13 Times edito-
rial, titled ‘‘Hitler and Abor-
tion,”” urged ‘‘a change in
tone’’ by the new archbishop,

whose installation as head.of
the New York Archdiocese
was set for March 19. Arch-
bishop O’Connor had been
bishop of Scranton, Pa.

The Times editorial quoted
comments Archbishop
O’Connor made March 11 in
an interview with television
station WNBC.

]l always compare the
killing of 4,000 babies a day
in the United States, unborn
babies, with the
holocaust...,”” the editorial
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quoted Archbishop
O’Connor as saying. ‘‘Now
Hitler tried to solve a pro-
blem, the Jewish question. So
kill them, shove them into
ovens, burn them. Well, we
claim that unborn babies are
a problem, so kill them. To
me it really is precisely the
same.”’

The Times editorial said
the archbishop’s remarks
implied ‘‘that Hitler had a
problem called the ‘Jewish
question,’ and that only his
remedy was evil.”’

The editorial also said the
remarks implied that women
who have abortions practice
Nazi genocide and that
‘‘public figures who
personally oppose abortion
but resist imposing their the-
ology on others are hypo-
crites and, indeed, sponsors
of Hitlerian murder.”

In a news article appearing
a day after the editorial,
Archbishop O’Connor told
the Times it was ‘‘“most un-
fortunate’’ that his remarks
were construed to mean that
‘“in some way [ was implying
that the Jews were-a pro-
blem.”’

‘““That is a terribly unfajr.

implication or inference,’’ he
added. ““As I have publicly
preached and written, I con-
sider the holocaust one of the
most outrageous events in the

history of mankind.”

The archbishop said that
any implications of anti-
Semitism were ‘‘grossly un-
fair. I simply will not accept
that.”’

The archbishop also said
that he ‘‘never, never for a
moment’’ meant to compare
women who have had abor-
tions with Nazis.

According to a transcript
from the television interview
the archbishop said, “‘I try
not to indict anyone. I cer-
tainly do not condemn, by
any stretch of the imagina-
tion, nor does the church, the
poor, young, confused girl
who, not knowing which way
to turn, has an abortion, or
the family that supports her
in doing so. | think ob-
jectively. it is gravely sinful. A
human life has been taken.
But I don’t condemn the
individual who acts out of
confusion and desperation.”’

On the editorial’s implica-
tion regarding public officials
the archbishop told the Times
reporter he was not accusing
anyone of being hypocritical,
but ““I do not understand the
logic”’ of those officials.

According to the transcript
the archbishop said, ‘I have
absolutely no tolerance, |
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Bishop to Say
Marian ‘Act’
On March 24

(Following is the text of a diocesan release issued last
week.)

On Feb. 3, 1984, the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops received a request from Pope John Paul II that
dioceses throughout the world join him in ““An Act of
Entrusting to Our Lady,”’ the text of which the pope will
deliver on the feast of the Solemnity of the Annunciation.

In his letter, the pope indicated that he chose this feast
because ‘‘the solemnity of the annunciation, which in the
course of the liturgical year recalls the beginning of the
work of the Redemption in the history of humanity,
seemed to be a particularly appropriate time.”’

Pope John Paul indicated that prayer is our greatest
strength as a Church and as a community. In particular, he
stressed that prayer to our Blessed Mother aliows each
person to renew his or her awareness of the need for change
and renewal in the face of on-goiing world crises. ‘I am
profoundly convinced,‘‘ said the holy father, ‘‘that the
repetition of this act in the course of the Jubilee Year of the
Redemption correcponds to the expectations of many E
human hearts, which wish to renew to the Virgin Mary the §
testimony of their devotion and to entrust to her their
sorrows at the many different ills of the present time, their
fears of the menaces that brood over the future, their §
preoccupations for peace and justice in the individual
nations and in the whole world.”’.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark will offer this act with §
members of the Hispanic community who will be joining §
f him at 12:30 p.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Church, §
| Rochester. The bishop will be at St. Francis as one of the §
§ scheduled stops of his ‘‘Crossroads II'” Lenten-Easter §
# journey. g
j  He has also sent copies of the act to all parishes and B
{ invited each parish to offer this prayer on the feast of the §
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