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By Father Augustine
P. Hennessy
Every great theologian
must have a kinship of mind
and heart with the patriarch
Jacob.

Jacob wrestled all night
“with 2 mysterious angelic
presence and at daybreak

emerged victorious but .

wounded. Thereafter,
Jacob’s life was a strange
commingling of leaping and
limping.

Father Edward
Schillebeeckx’s life and expe-
rience as a theologian has
also imvolved the phenome-
non of leaping and limping.
From the days of his pre-
ordinationr studies when he
wrote a paper on ‘‘the way in
which conceptuality could be
transcended’” until the un-
finished works of his 70-year
lifespam, he has been engaged

Schillebeeckx: A Romang

‘““Edward Schillebeeckx: In Search of the Kingdom of
God,” by John Bowden. Crossroad (New York, N.Y.,

1983). 164 pp., $8.95.

arena of a theologian’s pon-
dering and a lover’s yearning
for the integration of his
experience.

As one whose life experi-
ence in the area of
theologizing runs parallel
with the time-span of Father
Schillebéeckx, 1 cannot help
but find John Bowden’s
study of his mind and heart a
challenge to engage in deep
soul-searching myself. What
should theology do for a man
who makes it his profession?
Above all, it should make
him a lover of the mystery
who is Jesus Christ.

Father Schillebeeckx is
blessed in having as an
expositor and critic one who

in leaping broad jumps in the

loves him, especially for his
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integrity as an inner-directed

thinker. Bowden is an editor, -

a theologian, a translator, of
Father Schillebeeckx’s
books, and a pedagogue of
exquisite skill.

Bowden’s chapter on the
life of Father Schillebeeckx is
so insightful that it enables us
to understand the man even
when we may not be able to
understand the theologian.
One of 14 children, Edward
was strongly influenced by
his father, Constant
Johannes Schillebeeckx, who
was conscious of his own
priestly function as head of
his household.

When the young
Dominican student, Edward,
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ther Schille ;eckﬁ?s two vol-
umes, ‘‘Jestis”’ and *Christ”
come to ¢i ulat;vely more
than 1, pagés.. This is
surely a umﬂhl effort

w1th the Truth

but. is marked by excessive
humanization of the sacred
humanity of the Word of
God made flesh.

Still more controversial,
however, is the material in
Bowden’s chapter on
ministry. Here, so it seems,
Father Schillebeeckx has too
close a kinship with other
declericalization efforts
which have little tolerance for
the need for an ordained
ministry in the church.

But ultimately it is the
heart which brings any
believer to full theological
insight. Father
Schillebeeckx’s treatment of
Dominican spirituality is a
beautiful tribute to the tradi-
tion of Dominican teachers
who have made him who he
is.

Two sayings of St. Thomas
Aquinas should be kept in
mind while reflecting on the
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New Yeork (NC) — The
phonaograph and the radio
prevented the folk song
tradition from being limited
to a particular region or
group, allowing it to become
part of the musical
mainstream of the nation.
The man most responsible
for making such folk songs as
popular as any Tirr Pan Alley
tune is the subject of
‘““Woody Guthrie: Hard
Travelin’,”” a docunmentary
airing Saturday, March 3,
8-9:30 p.m. EST on PBS.

Guthrie sang about the
common problems and
pleasures of people he met on
the road and in the workplace
with a homespun lyricism
that still touches listeners
today.

A Dust Bowl refugee from
Oklahoma, he brought his
guitar to Los Angeles in 1937
and became a radio balladeer
popular with other displaced
Oakies. There he met labor
organizer Will Geer, later to

iISION

Guthrie Takes TV’

become well known as TV’s
Grandpa Walton, who in-
vited Guthrie to sing at labor
meetings and rallies for social
Causes.

Guthrie’s reputation grew
and CBS soon brought him
to New York for a weekly
network radio show. The
money was good but instead
of settling down, he soon quit
for a job with Oregon’s
Bonneville Dam. There, in
1940, he wrote 26 songs in 30

days.
After he served in the
Merchant Marine during

World War 1I, his songs were
turned into juke-box hits
sought after by top recording
stars. The royalties poured
in.

Tragically, his health was
deteriorating because of
Huntington’s Disease, an in-
curable hereditary disorder
of the nervous system. From
1952 he was in and out of
hospitals until his death in
1967.

Guthrie’s creative years
comprised little more than a
decade in which he wrote
more than 1,000 songs. Many
of those have become popu-
lar standards, such as ‘“This
Land Is Your Land” and
‘“So Long, It’s Been Goad to
Know You.”” Much of their
continuing appeal stems from
Guthrie’s empathy for the
common struggle of ordinary
people and his love for the
land and its bounty.

Never losing the idealism
of his rural youth or the
strong sense of solidarity
with the victims of the De-
pression, Guthrie’s songs de-
rided the bosses, politicians,
financiers and all the others
he saw as exploiting  the
common good for their own
benefit. It is this part of his
legacy that inspired the songs
of social protest later sung by
civil rights marchers, the an-
ti-Vietnam movement,
environmentalists and peace
groups.
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his wanderings and for a
time, he strayed from his
second wife, Arlo’s mother.
But she stood by him through
all the difficult years of hos-
pitalization that followed.
Omitted, however, is any
mention of the political
climate after the war in which
a number of folksingers
found themselves blacklisted
for having alleged pro-
communist sympathies — an
accusation which meant little
for Guthrie, who was iargely
inactive during those years.

grandeur and the misery of a
theologian’s romance with
truth.

The first is from his
commentary on St. John’s
Gospel: *“The knowledge of
truth is given to us through
the fervor of charity.”” The
second comes from his
treatise on faith; translated
freely, it avers: the act of
faith does not reach its goal
when we can put a truth of
faith into words, but rather
when we can embrace a reali-
ty too wonderful for words.

In this respect, a
theologian must be a lover;
and in this book Father
Schillebeeckx emerges as a
man in love with truth.

Passionist Father Hen-
nessy is a former theology
professor and editor and was
a charter member ahd presi-
dent of the Catholic
Theological Society of
America.

Yet it provided sufficient

cause for his hometown to
deny him a monument after
his death.

If the figure of Guthrie
never qunte comes into fOCUS,
the historical period,
especially the Depression, is
vividly portrayed in photo-
graphs and newsreels. This
pictorial re-creation places
Guthrie’s music in its original
context, that of songs helping
boost the spirit and self-
confidence of a nation suffer-
ing from Depression blues.

*‘Ingrid,”’ PBS, March 7

Ingrid Bergman, a Swedish actress who became an
American movie star, was exiled from Hollywood because
of an affair with foreign director Roberto Rossilini.
Welcomed back eight Years later, she became the superstar
whose story is told in “Ingrid,” a documentary airing
Wednesday, March 7, 9:10-10:33 p.m. EST on PBS.

The uneven time penod indicates that PBS is once again
ina fundralsmg mode, this one called “‘Festival *84’’ whose
motto is “TV worth paying for.”” One of the standard
offerifigs in these public appeals for support is a nostalgic
profile of a popular movie star. This has proved successful
over the years but in the case of Miss Bergman, no such

excuse is necessary.

All such screen biographies are necessarily dissatisfying
because they rely on bits and pieces of films that mean little
to those who have never seen them and they are never

enough for those who have.

In this regard, Gene Feldman's ‘‘Ingrid"’ is no better or
worse than the others. But it is in the interviews with those
who knew and worked with her that the film rises above

most of its kind.

Jose Ferrar, who worked with her on *“Joan of Arc,”
explains tactfully but sensibly Miss Bergman’s growing
alienation from the Hollywood studio system and the
outrage of the public when her affair with Rossilini became

front-page news.

Liv Ullmann, recalling Miss Bergman’s professionalism
in making ‘“Autumn Sonata” without anyone knowing
that she was receiving treatments for cancer, pays tribute
not only to Miss Bergman’s craft but to her force of
personality and independent spirit. She suffered because of
this, but Ullmann believes that made her a better person

and a better actress.

In trying to get beyond the usual fan magazme awe of its
subject anid to seek the person behind the i unage, “lngnd"

succeeds better than most.

s TS

TR AT IR

i 6B1E.

(o Ty SCt AN

g

TSRS ook SR T O

GRS R S S

oo e, ook e D

TR s S

RO o e AT Y

.
£

33
E:



file:///orfc

