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CHILDREN'S jSTORY HOUR 

John the Baptizer tells 
the people to change 

By Janaan Mapternach 
NC News Service | 

"I can hardly believe what that 
wild man called me!" the well-
dressed man gasped. "No o r e 
ever dared speak to me like that 
in all my life." 

Joshua was deeply hurt. He 
was angry; and, he thought, with 
good reason. He was standing 
beside the Jordan River. In fact, 
he had~his shoes off and was1 

ready to step into the gently 
moving waters. He was going to 
be baptized by an unusual man 
named-John, whose nickname 
was " the baptizer." ' 

John glared at Joshua and his 
friends. They were powerful. 
They had conns all the way to 
Galilee to see this strange map 
everyone was excited about. 
Now Joshua wi shed he had 
stayed home. 

John pointed right at Joshiia 
and at the crowds: "You snakes! 
You brood of vipers! Change 
your lives! Don ' t boast abouj 
your heritage. God can raise up 
children of Abraham from these 
stones. Repent! Reform your 
lives!" 

" W h o is this man to tell us^to 
change our lives?" Joshua ] 
thought to himself. "My friends 
and I are probably the most im­
portant people he has ever mjet! 
Who is this John? Just look hjow 
he dresses — a rough camel's; 
hair shirt, an old leather belt.i 
People say he eats grasshoppers." 

John the Baptizer calmed d o w n 
a little. He thei{i said, "I baptize 
with water as 3 sign of reform. 

John knew thot 
Jesus, the Messiah, 

would soon be 
coming. He told 

the crowds to 
be ready. 'Re­

pent,' John said. 
'Reform your lives.' 

But someone will follow 
me w h o is still greater 
and more powerful. I'm 
not worthy even to 
carry his sandals. 

"The one w h o will 
follow me will bap­
tize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. He will separate the chaff 
from the good wheat. You'd bet­
ter be ready!" 

"The fellow is dangerous," 
Joshua whispered to a friend. 
"He must be one of the Zealots, 
eager to stir up a revolution. We 
know h o w they hate us because 
of our friendliness with the 
Romans." 

"Maybe so, Joshua," his friend 
whispered back. "But what John 
is saying has a ring of truth to it 
also. He sounds a lot like the 
great prophets of olden times — 
Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah. I wonder 
if the one he says is coming after 
him is the Messiah foreseen by 
the prophets ." 

Story Hour biblical quotes — 
this week from Matthew 3:1-12 
and Luke 3:18 — are para­
phrased. 

(Ms. Manternacb is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 

HOW ABOUT YOU? 
• Some people think John the Baptist is one of the most interesting peo­
ple in the Bible. After reading our story this week, what do you think he 
was like? 
• Put yourself in the shoes of Joshua in the story this week. How would 
you have felt if John the Baptist had spoken to you the way he spoke 
to Joshua? ' 
• Do you know what Lent is?*What special things will people in your parish 
do during Lent? 

Children's Reading Corner 
John tne Baptist stood out from the crowd. He had strong convic­

tions. And he was courageous at encouraging people to change their lives. 
He did speqial things because of his love for God and for people. 

"The Christian Heroes" series tells some interesting stones about peo­
ple who did special things because of love for God and people. The series 
Includes books that tell of people like Joan of Arc, Damien and the lepers, 
and Tom Dopley, the jungle doctor. (Winston Press, 430 Oak Grove, Min­
neapolis, Minn. 55403. Paperback, $1.50 each.) 

Healing 
Bringing Holy Communion to an 

85-year-oll shufein in the poverty-
ridden ,ba8kwooa| of southern Mis­
souri is ope way Sister Mary Claudia 
Wissman.ip.C, Serves God. 

Becauselshe il a registered nurse. 
Sister Maw brin|8 medical assistance 
to a deprlted pi&ple who rarely see 
either a poctor ©r a hospital. She 
serves v^itn two ither sisters who are 
religious education and social services 
experts., I '• • 

Supported by* a grant from the 
Catholic phurcii ^ Extension Society, 
they work|as a telm to heal the spirit 
and bodtejl of people who will never 
realize tq& American dream. Their 

work is demanding, frustrating, re­
warding—and vital. But their team is 
too small to succeed' alone. It needs 
you. 

Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present personally in the 
home missions, your impact will be felt 
in this holy effort. Together we can 
bring the word of Christ to those who 
might never hear it. 

Write for a free subscription to 
Extension magazine today and discov­
er the difference you can make. 
Together we can achieve God's goal 
here in our own beloved country. 
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