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By Sisters Shirley Casler,
Mary Maloy,

And Anne Urquhart, SSJ.

Since the triumphant civil
rights ‘march led by Rev.
Martini Luther King Jr. in
1965, the city of Selma,
nestled in the heart of
Alabama, has never been the
same, -

That march of Selma’s
black leaders and people and
civil rights supporters from
all over the country climaxed
a long and arduous struggle
for the black community.

But even before as well as
during and after the Civil
Rights Movement, the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Rochester
participated in the struggles
of black people in Selma.

Responding to the invita-
tion of Bishop Thomas J.
Toolan, the sisters joined the

" Selma mission as far back as

1940 to work with the Fathers
of St. Edmund in the ‘“home
missions’’ of the South. The
combined efforts of the sis-
ters and the priests won many
converts from the black
community, and St.

Elizabeth’s Parish began to .

thrive.

One year later, in 1941, St,
Elizabeth’s School for black
children was opened and
served the black community
for 30 years.

in 1971, at the request of
Archbishop John May, the
black and white parishes in-
tegrated, and the newly
formed Queen of Peace
Parish was established.

Currently six sisters from
the Rochester - Diocese, in
addition to sisters from fou
other religious communites
live in Queen of Peace Con-
vent in Selma and work with
and among the poor in the
area.

During their first 30 years
in the South, the Sisters of St.
Joseph, in addition to
teaching, also engaged in
hospital work. Good Samari-
tan Hospital was established
in 1944 to serve the heaith
and medical needs of the
members of the black com-
munity. Affectionately called
‘“Good Sam,’’ it was

. sponsored by the Edmundite

Fathers 'and administered by
the Sisters of St. Joseph.

The Good Samaritan Hos-
pital School of Practical
Nursing was established in
1950 and for several years
was the only school of
practical nursing for blacks
in Alabama.

Integration resulting from
the Civil Rights Movement
brought many changes to the
lives of the members of the
black community in Selma.
As their needs changed, so
did the ministries of the
sisters.

Sister Mary Weaver, SSJ,
adapted to the changing
needs when she left the
classroom and  became a
social worker for the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Board,
setting up nine centers for the
elderly in Dallas County. She
was recently appointed
assistant executive director of
the Community Action
Agency in Selma. In t.his
capacity she supervises a wide
range of assistance programs
for the poor in a multi-
county area.

Even ‘though Good Samar-
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Mrs. Lander Lewis, Sister Shirley Casler, SSJ, and Father Roger LaCharite, SSE,
director of the Edmundite Southern Missions, at the Alberta Health Center, a

private clinic administered by Sister Shirley.

itan Hospital has closed, the
sisters are still active in
fostering health programs in
isolated rural areas. Sister
Shirley Casler, SSJ, is ad-
ministrator and program
director of a private clinic in
Alberta, located 27 miles
southwest of Selma. Sister
Mary Maloy, SSJ, is the
outreach worker for Pine
Apple Rural Health Clinic,
located 48 miles from Selma
in Wilcox County, the second
most economically deprived
county in the state. While
each of these ministries is
funded by the Edumndite
Fathers, the sisters provide
services with funds from the
Rochester Diocese.

Sister Mary Claude Loeb,
a Sister of Mercy of
Rochester, joined the Selma
mission in Jan. 1981 to

minister to the people of
rural Vredenburgh, located

on the county line of Wilcox

‘and Monroe. Her work of

empowering and enabling the
poor, needy and elderly is a
ministry of presence, out-
reach, liaison and advocacy.
Sister Albertine De-
vereaux, SSJ, and Sister
Anne Urquhart,
minister in Queen of Peace
Parish. Sister Anne, a
member of the parish team of
two priests and two sisters, is
coordinator of Catholic
Social Ministry. Her work
involves advocacy, promo-
tion of social justice issues
and outreach to the poor in
Selma and Dallas County.
Sister Albertine touches the
lives of many in her position
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Selma: Yesterday and Today

as parish secretary and
through her active participa-
tion in all aspects of parish
life.

Ministry planning in
Selma continues to keep
abreast

for an after-school tutoring
program in Pine Apple, a

center of concern in Selma |
and expansion of the Alberta |

Clinic. :

These home missionaries in
southern U.S.A. feel that the
tradition of the past and their

love of the people they serve |

are the basis for their hopes
for the future in their Selma
ministry.
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By Sister Mariella McMillan
SSND

““Let us continue to serve the
triune God with joy’’ is the
challenge of the foundress of
the School Sisters of Notre
Dame, Mother Mary Theresa
of Jesus.

The portrayal of this
mandate can be found in the
service of Sister Virginia
Brien, SSND, a native of
Rochester who is serving the
people of the Diocese of Ikot
Ekpene, Nigeria, West
Africa.

Her frequent newsletters to
her relatives in Rochester and
to her friends in various parts
of the U.S. give testimony
' that she is filled with joy and
. almost perpetual excitement
as she works as principal of a
secondary school in the small
village.

In January 1981 Sister
' Virginia arrived in Nigeria
. and began her ministry of
teaching in a primitive
- school. While she awaits the
- completion of a home, she
- and two other School Sisters
of Notre Dame are living
with the Daughters of Chari-
Ly

: Education

i An interesting feature of
hiring teachers for the school
appears in the following
- excerpt from one of Sister
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Whether in the home fields of the U.S., or
thousands of miles away in South America or Africa,
the diocesan missionaries enjoy hearing from home.
For those interested in corresponding with them an
address of the month has been made available
through the missions office. This month’s address is:

. Selma Sisters:

Queen of Peace Convent
1423 Broad Street
Selma, AL 36701

Sr. Virginia Brien, SSND:
Missionary to Nigeria

pledge a year of free service
and agrees to spend six
months at a canip in pre-
paration for the teaching
position. When the
employers arrive at the camp,
it is a suspenseful time for all
since the positions - are de-
cided at the last minute.
Fortunately, we received a
teacher for biology and
chemistry, one for business
methods, and one for
mathematics and science.”’
Health

In another newsletter she
writes of the plight of a
young native boy, a student
at the school, who suffered
from lumps on his neck.
Sister Virginia took him to a
private hospital for tests. The
diagnosis: tuberculosis of the
Iymph glands.

His illness developed after
an operation performed by a
native doctor who had used
unsterilized instruments.
Sister Virginia says that
native doctors go about the
village with their surgical
equipment stored in dirty
cartons tied to their bicycles.
After use, the instruments are
wiped off with any available
rag or paper. As a result,
many natives who fail to seck
professional health care de-
velop infections which fre-
quently lead to death.

At present, the young boy
is receiving treatment at a TB
clinic. Sister Virginia writes:
“Two years of hospitaliza-
tion will be a burden for his
parents. Besides paying for’
the treatments, they are re-
sponsible for providing all
the patient’s meals.”’

Problems

In another letter she men-
tions a young girl who was
brought to live with the sis-
ters because she ‘‘had a pro-
blem with her head.”” She
had been labeled a ‘‘mad
person” because she had
become angry with her
mother and had threatened
her. After she had lived with
the sisters and performed
small jobs about the house,
the only symptoms of
‘“‘madness’’ appeared to be
her habit of talking to
herself. Now she is residing
with a woman from the
village who has a knack for
helping ‘‘troubled people.”’
The number of such ‘‘trou-
bled people’’ seems to grow
day by day, Sister Virginia
comments. Places for them
to go for shelter and food are
nonexistent.

The foundress of Sister
Virginia's congregation,
Mother Mary Theresa, pre-
sented a challenge to her
followers: ““To prefer the
poor, to serve as educator, to
be a radical disciple...””

In Nigeria, West Africa,
Notre Dame Sister, Virginia
Brien, attempts to meet that
challenge.



