- Y . N e **-‘“f_:“,.::*‘“n* **'f::m R N ==, . R

* 1

¥

- v

. v

LR

COURIER-JOURNAL

Indulgences: Jubilee and Otherwise

Wednesday, February %@ 19@3 _ 22

By Father Robert F. McNamara pumshable in civil law, sins of any sort b" 4 doﬁ'?x upon us
Television satellites broadcast to the world; on Dec. 27, sinners a debt of punishment. If we fskver 48k God’s
1983, the marvelous sight of Pope John Paul’s gentle forgiveness, the penalty for grave sins®is hell - eternal
conversation with his would-be-assassin, Mehmet Ali separation from Him who created us. Evég if wé jo ask His
Agca. Agca, nervous but trusting, asked the Pope’s forgiveness we must still be punished so- élg‘to méke amends
forgiveness. The Holy Father, who had already stated that for dlsturbmg the universal order He tabliﬁﬁed This
forgiveness from his hospital bed in 1981, now expressed it punishment is called ‘‘temporal”™ becausé/it is & inatter of
personally to his assailant. *“Time’’ magazine appropriately time, not (like that of hell) a matter of etegity. s
hailed the scene as one of great symbolic significance. Thanks be to God, there are many wgﬁ’Fm wﬁich we can
Indeed, for a vignette dramatically its equal, we would make amends to Him while we are still in the %aﬁd of the
have .to go back to the scene of Pope St. Gregory VII living. The penance assigned us in confe sgaon is (me means.
absolving Emperor Henry IV at Canossa in the year 1077, Others arei prayer, e sacraments, 2 ) acts of
What has this meeting to do with indulgences? Well, let self-denial, works of mercy, cultivating tHg beat ﬁld%, and
me first ask: Why did the pope only forgive Agca? Why did even just a cheerful acceptance of the 1 L!f%ﬁ anét downs of
he not also demand his release from prison? daily life. - i

I am sure that most readers would answer, forglveness And there is still another means: indulges
and penal justice are two different things. Forgiveness is an Indulgences, for some people, are to un-
act of love; punishment of wrongdoing is an act of justice. derstand; but their theology has not li d i ;'ﬁ genuine
Whenever a person commits a crime, he disturbs the public populanty An indulgence, said Pope ‘Haul é, is “‘the
order, and for more reasons than one he must be given remission of the temporal pumshmem di for sms already
some punishment. That is why we often say of a person forgiven insofar as their guilt is conc’ rned.”x "% Since the
who leaves prison after his term, ‘‘He has paid his debt to middle ages, the popes have singled ou%ferta@i Christian
society.”’ devotions and good deeds and attached Zaem a' ‘far greater

Now the same distinction holds regarding our sins potency in the eyes of God than they woi d nait‘irally have.

against God and neighbor. Though not always crimes Thus, a self-confessed murderer would s '}ely Bfﬁgeaheavy
penalty before God. But if he should migrit a silenary (or . e , .
full) indulgence of the type obtainable iithe Hgi,y Year, he There are also many partial indulgences (that is the new
would eliminate at once all pending puni: £y eni’* descrxptlpn for a!l that are not complete or plen.ar”'. Y-OU

How can the popes bring into being t} : 'S ma”rVeTous gift? can obtam_a pglnlal indulgence, .for instance, by just lifting
By applying to a specific good action' { e a pilgnmage)' up your {nmd in prayer to God in the midst qf your labors
some of the rich “‘extra credits’’ from th@l reastré of merits or sufferings; or by_denyl_ng yourself sqmethmg_ good {md
accumulated by Jesus himself, by Ma# ané.e}% all the pleasant; or by sharing with the needy, in a spirit of faith,

Fr. Louis .
Hohman

saints. As Paul VI pointed out in his mzgnificégt apostolic =~ S°™¢ Of your time or your possessions. There are also
_ constitution, “ThepDoctrme of Indulggfces” (3916)7), the many devotions to which partial indulgences are attached:
The Open Window popes do this by the *‘power of the keys{*iof Sé3Peter; and reciting the Angelus; prayerfully visiting a cemetery;
on the basis of the doctrine of the Cox umdﬁ of Saints, teaching or recciving religious instruction; listening to a
which implies the common sharing d fall $5od things sermon with devotion; making the sign of the cross; etc.
spiritual by the People of God, whethezifhey 4j€ on earth, . Why not renew during this Holy Year the general
in purgatory, or in heaven. So in the Hlast gaalysis, an intention of obtammgag many indulgences as are attached
indulgence is a loving gift, made to us, ﬁ)rougb the pope, to our daily good deeds? And as you do so, save some for
by all our friends the saints. 5‘ God to apply, as He chooses, to the poor souls. This, says
Indulgences, though only one way of it km& feparation John Paul, is ‘‘a concrete and precious act of charity

for our sins, are so lavishly generous thajjwe shpiild seek to toward the departed.”
rméfe, we can

obtain them as often as possible. Fui .
4 the féquest that Correction

offer to God any indulgence we gain wi
He apply it, as He sees fit, to the souls in 9fy. That is In the Holy Year progress memorates the 1550th anni-
an added charity on our part; it is, as Jotf@“ Paulgays atrue  report which appeared in the  versary of the Crucifixion. It
exemphﬁcatlon of the Communion of S _Feb. 1 issue, it was incor- should have read the 1950th
essa’ial to fulfill rectly printed that the anniversary.

To gain a plenary indulgence, it is
certain required conditions. Hence we giust Efi tareful to 1983-84 Holy Year com-

do so. By the way, the Holy Year gdulgé"ﬂée can be
obtained more than ;nce in the year of ngéﬂee, wvnder those -——DO NALD J MEEHAN

specific conditions. So if you have alféddy ritide a Holy Retired U.S. Internal Revenue Agent
Year pilgrimage on your own behalf, whnot rﬁgke several Public Accountant -
others and .apply their indulgences g soffi¢ soul in Member National Society of Public Accountants
purgatory? A

are ﬁ_number of Announces his Availability for

Even when this Holy Year is over, th ,
re some AUDITS « BOOKKEEPING

plenary indulgences easily availab

devotions to which they are attached’ / Or group e COMPLETE TAX SERVICES
recitation of the rosary; making the st3tions of the cross; Individual ¢ Partnershlp » Corporation
reading the Scriptures for one-half hou \,}gnakiﬁg a visit to 120 Princess Dr. P.0. Box 92127
the Blessed Sacrament for one-half ho a retreat Henrietta 334-1210 Rochester 14692

for at least three days; etc.
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THOSE WHO Wlﬁﬁ Td HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN
ACCORDANCE WIT THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON
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