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They are a careful, inquir-

Language
Of RCIA
And Lent

This week we will con-
tinue our exploration of
the terms and rites that we
use to help us describe the
mood, activities and cele-
brations of the RCIA and
Lent.

® Cycle A Readings —
' The Sunday scripture
readings follow a three-
year cycle (years A, B and
C). This is year A in the
Lectionary cycle. The
Sunday readings for the
season of Lent will be
proclaimed from Cycle A
which, by the way, are
readings containing a
strong baptismal focus.
The readings from this
cycle are the preferred
texts for the Period of
Purification and
Enlightenment. They aid
us in understanding what
Baptism in faith means,
and in examining the
mystery of sin, suffering
and salvation. They in-
clude the story of the
Samaritan woman, curing
the man born blind and
Lazarus raised from the
dead.

@ Easter Vigil — The
solemn, liturgical celebra-
tion of Easter at which the
Elect are baptized, con-
firmed and receive
Eucharist; the candidates
for full communidn are
also received at this cele-
bration of the *Night
Watch’> through their
conﬁrmanon and recep-
tion of eucharist. Histori-
cally, the early Church
"began their celebration of
the Easter Vigil in the
dark of night and con-
cluded with the rising of
the sun. We would do well
in our parishes if we
looked at our scheduling
of the Easter Vigil with
this in mind!

o Ephepheta — The
opening of the mouth and
ears of the unbaptized so

they may hear and pro-
claim the Word, normally
this rite is celebrated on
Holy Saturday.

® Godparent — The
witness at Election and the
Sacraments of Initiation
who is available as a guide
and a companion in
prayer throughout life.
(RCIA, #43)

® Holy Saturday —
The day before Easter, the
daylight hours prior to the
celebration of the Easter
Vigil during which certain
rituals take place for the
Elect including:
ephepheta; the anointing
with the oil of
catechumens; and the reci-
tation of the creed.

@ Mpystagogia — The
period for post-baptismal
catechesis lasting
throughout the remainder
of the Easter season (until
Pentecost). A time for
plunging ever more deeply
into the mystery of faith
through participation in
the sacraments, prayerful
reflection on the Word,
and opportunities to
explore ministry to which
baptism calls all Chris-
tians. (RCIA, #37 and
#38)

® Neophyte — The
newly baptized adult.

® Pentecost —
Celebration of the gift of
the Holy Spirit to the
Church. Formal end of
the period of Mystagogia.

® Period of Purifica-
tion and Enlightenment —
The time during. Lent,
celebrated from the Rite
of Election until the
Easter Vigil. It is a time of

_spiritual retreat in pre-
paration for the reception
of the sacraments. [t in-
cludes the celebration of
the scrutinies, handing on
of the Church’s pro-
fession of faith, and the
preparation rites for cele-
bration of the sacraments.
(RCIA, #25 and #26)

© Presentations — The
Creed and Our Father are
presented to the Elect as a

ing look at the obstacles
that might exist that
would block a response to
the message of Christ.
Their investigative tone
corresponds with the Cy-
cle A readings described
above. Through these
public rites the candidates
are able to discern that
which is *‘...weak, de-
fective, or sinful...”” so
that it may be healed; and
to hold up that which is

..upright, strong, and
holy, so that it may be
strengthened.”” (RCIA,
#25)

® Sponsors — Those
people who accompany
candidates throughout the
catechumenate period un-
til the rite of Election.

" They may also serve as

Godparent. (RCIA, #42)

® Mandatum — Liter-
ally this means ‘‘com-
mand.”’ It refers to Jesus’
command that we do as he
did, that is, lead a life of
love and service. The
clearest way we see this in
ritual action is through the
Foot Washing during the
Triduum’s Holy Thursday
liturgy.

o Passion Sunday —

This is the name given to .

the Sixth Sunday of Lent.
We are probably more
familiar with this Sunday
being called ‘““Palm Sun-’
day.”” However, the re-
vised liturgy sees this day
not only as Jesus’ trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem
but unites his joyful entry
with his passion and
death. With the reading of
the Passion on thds Sun-
day we mark the Church’s
entry into Holy Week.

@ Passover — The Jew-
ish celebration of God’s
loving kindness towards
them in the Exodus. “‘It is
the sacrifice of the
Passover in honor of
Yahweh who passed over
the houses of the people
of Israel in Egypt, and
struck Egypt but spared
our houses’” (Exodus
12:27).
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