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'Seamless Garment'Ripped 
And-Abortionists Won't Accept Links 

Nuclear War, Capital Punishment 
Washington (NC) ~ The "seamless garment" of a 

pro-life position linking opposition to abortion, nuclear 
war,| the death penalty and other " threats" to life may be 
ripped apart if some pro-life activists get their way. 

As outlined by Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chidago, chairman since November of the U.S. bishops' 
Corr)mittee for Pro-Life Activities, the "seamless gar­
ment" takes account of "multiple threats to the sacredness 
of life" that include but are not limited to abortion. 

The cardinal s discussed the multifaceted emphasis of 
church concern for life in a speech at Fordham University 
in December, in comments to his fellow bishops in 
November, and elsewhere, including a column in the 
archdiocesan newspaper. The Chicago Catholic. 

But some hard-core pro-life activists complain that 
abortion is so important it must be opposed on its own and 
not combined with other causes. 

"To tie all those together and say that they're a seamless 
garment 1 think is balderdash," said Joe Scheidler, the 
director of the Chicago-based Pro-Life Action League, in a 
Jan. 31 telephone interview. 

Cardinal Bernardin, more than a month after his 
Fordham University speech calling for a "consistent ethic 
of life" spanning numerous issues, wrote in the Chicago 
Catholic Jan. 20 that "legalized abortion on demand is not 
only|an evil in its own right, it is also...a causal factor, 
whicji, along with others, contributes to undermining the 
concept of the equality of life." 

"We find this happening," he added, "in situations like 
these? In the assertion...that handicapped infants can be 
allowed to die without treatment...in violent crimes, in 
incidents of terrorism, in- a variety of acts and policies 
which violate human rights and degrade human dignity...in 
a furious arms race. . . ." 

Ati Fordham, he said that the bishops oppose the death 
penalty "because we do not think its use cultivates an 
attitude of respect for life in society." 

Moreover, "those who defend the right to life of the 
weakest among us must be equally visible in support of the 
quality of life of the powerless among us: the old and the 
young, the hungry and the homeless, the undocumented 
immigrant and the unemployed worker," he said at 
Fordham. 

But Scheidler said the bishops "are trying to give a new 
definition to pro-life to bring some people into their camp 
who are not really pro-life," such as various liberal 
Democrats. 

Furthermore, Scheidler added, "it puts him (Cardinal 
Bernardin) at odds with one of the most ardent pro-lifers in 
the country, President Reagan." 
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critic of the cardinal, said its survey of abortion oppofcus 
found that 99 percent "oppose the cardinaTsl-congldfri'er-
a te ." : • k I . 

"Indeed, Cardinal Bernardin's 'challenge' fhay ffQve 
the decisive one," the organization's Januar i newsletter 
said. "If anti-aborts can't keep their issue fhe prirKier 
'single' one in the political spectrum, then it mjly well^sUik 
into the gooey swamps where yesterday's causes f|ster..; | | 

"There seems little doubt ," the newsletter aflded, j r i a t 
the great majority of anti-aborts reject ' l n k a g e | l o f 
abortion with anything else." | j j j 

Msgr. John P. Foley, editor of The Catholic Starfiard 
and Times, Philadelphia archdiocesan newspaper, J3so 
worries about the linkage. In an editorial, he wjote tha lhe 
fears linking abortion with other issues willi mean -Jnat 
anti-abortion measures will suffer in political eom-
promises. _ | & 

"The destruction of approximately 15 milMh children 
through legalized abortion in this nation durifi'g the^Sast 
decade is such an unspeakable horror, howesje~r, t h a ^ h o 
moral or legal issue today can compare with it,"'Be wrot|f-

Recalling the 1973 Supreme Court abortion rul in | j |he 
added that "it seems to me that the Catholic Caurch ij^the 
United States needs not a blurring of the focus on wrM is 
the greatest moral evil and physical disaster nof burdipihg 
this nation but a clearer focus and a greater f̂rtglene|s of 
purpose." I *f 

Msgr. Foley, in a telephone interview, said hfe thinRsJthe 
linkage makes sense for educational purposeslbut nqyfor 
political actions because in the latter case it "eiidangef&lhe 
survival of efforts against abortion." . | | J 

Cardinal Bernardin said traditional pro-life corfe'erns 
would not be diminished by his appointment as chairman 
of the bishops' pro-life committee or by a fnkagejWith 
other "life" issue. 

"1 deny that my appointment is going 
undermining of the anti-abortion effort," helsaid fti. an 
interview in January with The Monitor, $M FrarfcYsco 
archdiocesan newspaper. | f„? 

"In fact, I want to make clear that it shoura strengtften 
such efforts. I am very sensitive to pro-life grolps wh6t,are 
concerned about this but I think it is needless woffy. ^ 

"I think that for us to be effective in ac|omplfe$ihg 
things in favor of life issues in general thatfwe nee| as 
broad a coalition as possible," he added. "We have to 
present the linkage of life issues in a basic conJsptual^way, 
in context of the all-encompassing teaching of the chSfch 
protecting all human life." f i-h 
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Cardinal Responds To Pro-Life Criticism 
W a s h i n g t o n ( N O — 

Whilt pro-life groups may 
focus energies on limited 
p r o b l e m s , the C a t h o l i c 
Church must be involved 
with numerous life-related 
issue", said Cardinal Joseph 
L. Bernardin of Chicago in a 
recent letter. 

The cardinal's letter, in 
response to one from an 
anonymous pro-life corre­
spondent, was released to NC 
News by the National Con­
ference of Catholic Bishops 
in W ishington to clarify the 
cardinal's position after some 
pro-lifers publicly questioned 
the cardinal's linkage of 
abortion with nuclear war 
and capital punishment. 

Cafdinal Bernardin chairs 
the l^CCB's Committee for 
Pro-liife Activities. 

In his letter, the cardinal 
noted that since its inception 
in 1972, the bishops' "Re­
spect Life" program "has 
addressed a broad range of 
'life' issues precisely because 
there is 'a linkage among 
them" and that " the holy 
father has also addressed the 
various issues I presented." 

He also repeated a state­
ment he had made in a 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l t a l k a t 
F o r d h a m Univers i ty , in 
which he said that "those 
who defend the right to life 
of the weakest among us 
must be equally visible in 
support of the quality of life 
of the powerless among us: 
the old and the young, the 
hungry and the homeless, the 
undocumented immigrant 

a n d t h e u n e m p l o y e d 
worker." 

The cardinal, in the letter 
dated Jan. 26, added that 
"some pro-life groups and 
individuals apparently in­
terpreted this as a criticism of 
their own 'single issue' em­
phasis." 

H e s a i d t h a t a s a 
churchman he was speaking 
primarily of the church itself, 
which is under pressure from 
"both ends of the political 
spectrum" to address certain 
issues and leave others alone. 
However, the church must 
address many concerns and 
show how they fit into its 
vision of a personal rela­
tionship with God and one 
another, he said. 

"Catholics have a respon­
sibility to appreciate all the 
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DEATHS 
Dominick Bovenzi, 79; 
Upholstery Teacher 

Funeral rites were celebrat­
ed for Dominick Bovenzi of 
Gates, Wednesday, Feb. 1, at 
Holy Apostles Churcri. 

Bovenzi, 79, died Jan. 29, 
1984, pf cancer at his home. 

Borh near Naples, Italy in 
1905,1 Bovenzi came to the 
United States and Rochester 
in 1916. 

He jwas a member of St. 
Anthony Parish and attended 
school] there. He was also a 
member of the St. George 
Society. 

Bovenzi opened an uphol­
stery store in the late 1920s, 
but went bankrupt at the time 
of the Depression. He then 
began teaching his trade at 
the foimer Rochester Home 
Bureau! on Fitzhugh Street, 

where people trained in new 
skills during the Depression. 

He worked for Schmitz 
Furniture from 1939-72. In 
1939, he moved his family to 
Gates but remained affiliated 
to a city par ish , Holy 
Apostles. 

Bovenzi taught evening 
classes in upholstery for 40 
years at the Warren Harding 
School in Gates, Greece 
Olympia High School, and in 
the Gates-Chili School Dis­
trict. 

He is survived by five 
children: two sons, Father 
Angelo Bovenzi, campus 
chaplain at St. John Fisher 
College; and Patrick of 
Gates; and three daughters, 
Rose Marie Moranz of Gates; 
J o s e p h i n e Be l lu sc io of 

BOVENZI 
L a t h a m ; a n d M a r g a r e t 
Romei of Watertown, Mass.; 
13 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

He Was buried at Holy 
S e p u l c h r e C e m e t e r y on 
Thursday, Feb. 2. 

Hispanic Youths 
T h e H i s p a n i c I p u t h 

Employment Program of 
Catholic Youths C)rgani|Stion 
is accepting lapplicft 'ions 
from Hispanic Arouths^N>-20 
at 50 Chestnut St. Rochester, 
N.Y. 14604. t h e pr6 | ram 
specializes in hoping fSuths 
having diff icul t ies ": with 
studies or who4aave drj$|)ped 
out of high school. Further 
information is ?[vailabIel|rom 
Blanca Castaneia , 454-2030. 

Fr. Albert 
Shamon 

Word for Sunday 

facets of this ratal vispin and 
to reflect on their p i e in 
promoting it,,efen if tlfey feel 
they can best fricus tfie^r own 
efforts on a, particufer in­
justice," he ad^ded. I 

"Certainly |n orgaifzation 
can validly decide to address 
a small grou|p of pressing 
issues in ord | r to fofus its 
own energie | and l a m e r 
support from x:itizeri|s who 
disagree on \ man? '! bther 
issues, he sajid. "&5j I do 
not think the p u r c h ,fcan be 
this kind of g roup ." ; :, 

% R e a d i n g s 

l^fWg&ni-yi (Kl) 
mKmWW ( R 2 ) l C o r 

, f t t# / : t io i e s the woid 
^l-clnSoiet^^ppt'Hs in next 

•^ Sjajg^W s l f i rs t reading 
J/For^aaftit's '.'desunv is de 
-{f0iii0ii^fi% his choiika 
"•/'M^i^ittt-^ imes puis it 
v~f®JJ&fy%yhoutJ\t reap 
;/^r^|^Sft|fanaLt reipi 
j | l | | | « § S ^ i habit, reap a 
4cJalî cte f̂iSow a thane 
'4§r2^&.<fotinv 
f tT'^^Kr^condition for 
\^\ti$^M':&& cvisttncL of 
¥<alerriative^ Where there 

ar#I$Mfemames, there 
^ r ah^ icp , possible Two 

Sogpttb^iisjere uji lahle 10 
I ; &pf?£^ple lite and 
tfeath^. "Efetore man are 
life and death, whiihevci 
he chooses shall be gi\cn 
h im." 

In one of the closing 
scenes of the award-
w i n n i n g m o v i c 
"Ghandi," a Hindu lead-
ci coineb to the bedside uf 
Gtiandi and pleads with 
him 10 end his long fast. 
Ghandi promises to when 
the Hindus and Moslem* 
stop fighting. 1 he Hindu 
with eyes blazing hate savs 
he'll never stop fighting 
Moslems. "Moslems," he 
said, " took my little boy 
and crushed his head. In 
turn I took a Moslem, boy 
and killed him the same-
way. Ever since, I've been 
living in hell ." 

Sofrl}, Ghandi says. " I 
think I know a way out of 
hell. Go, find a bos like 
your murdered son, take 
him home as your son and 
raise him as a Moslem.' ' 

Sunday's liturgy is tell­
ing us- to choose life over 
death, heaven over hell. 
This is life's basic choice. 
T h e o n e big c h o i c e 
everyone has. We do not 
choose our parents. We 
do not choose the histori­
cal period into which we 
are born. We do not 

juntry of our* 
r family Vfo* 
ofus,ihoo$e 
lo we choose 

w<_ will die. 
ill this r tdlnv 
ness, we do 

to IJSL as 
or as iow-

abl) or dis-
sith purpose 
hrse choices 
lake And as^ 
so shall we" 

».hoose the c 
birth nor oi 
do not mosl 
to die, nor 
when or hoi 
But within 
ot choit.eles 
choose how 
valiant one* 
ards honoi 
honorabK 
or adrift 1 
are ours to i 
w(. choose, 
bevomc 

Jesus saic, No man 
can serve u o mas t e r^" 
b o r n e t r< i t , l i k e 
equestrian iders in a-
Lircus with 2 toot on two 
horses r u n n n g side by 
suk Lven it ihcv manage' 
s o m e s t -mbl t i iLC o f 
balance stri ddling both 
noises thev onlv go in 
urUcs, like IIIL circus 
riders 

The choic • isn't easy 
" G o find a «in and raise 
him as a Mo lem." "Un­
less your holiness sur­
passes that o ' the scribca 
and Pharisee you shall 
not enter the .kingdom ot 
G o d . " M a n ' do not 
choose life, bu those who 
do discover t r a t the joys 
and rewards fi r outweigh 
(he difficulties und ef­
forts 

When Alice in a forest 
in Wonderlam. came to a 
divided path and didn't 
know which pa th to 
choose, the Cieshire Cat 
appeared. Alic ? asked the 
cat which path she should 
choose. The ca answered, 
"Where do vi u want to 
g o ? " 

"1 don' t k i o w , " said 
Alice. 

" T h e n , " sa 
"it really doe: 
does i t ? " 

To those sei 
out of hell, it d 

To God's pc 
mattei. To i 
mat ter — "Bi 
a r e l i fe an 
whichever he c 
be given h im." 

d the cat, 
n't matter, 

•king a way 
jes matter 
ople, it did 
s, it does 
fore man 
d d e a t h , 
looses shall 

Catholic 
older, are invited to attejid an 
open meet ing o f | | p e n -
cerport's Pope Johrr J H X I I I 
Council of trfe Kniffes of 
Columbus, 'at ]7:30 p ; i | . on 
Thursday, Feb].,'16 ifi;!|ie"St. 
John the Evafigelisi ;,PAC 
Room, 60 Martha Stre^ft 

A small meaj will be served 
and members a$d gue^s will 
view a movie on the Kttights 
of Columbus. > '''• 

The Spencer,p*ort K:%f C. 
Council is also* compi led of 
residents of Hilton, Hahilin, 
Adams Basirf, BrOcTport, 
Sweden and Claiiksort. 1 

CLEANING YOUR BASEMENT? 
CALLUS! 
Help the needy with a tax deductible 
gift of clothing, furniture, appliances or 
an auto. We will pick up your contribu-
t i o n s - By Calling 

Volunteers of America 
Donations are Tax Deductible 454-11511 
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AIR ONLY * CROUPS * CRUISES' 

ROCHESTER - LAS VEGAS § 
s345.00 N 

Inc. Air Fare from Rochester - Hotel • Lounge.Show etc m 

* fi & 

0 0* 

HAWAII 
s601.00 P.P. 

* * ; 

Air from Rochester • Air Conditioned Acqom. 
Transfers • Lei • Tour of Honolulu i 

IN SPAIN 
s 5 2 9 . 0 0 fr N.Y.C. 

] • Winter Runaway • air fare • Accom on famous Costa del Sol • 
IS R.T. Transfers • Breakfast & Lunch Daily • Servicjs Charges & 

Taxes • etc. 
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Jean A. 
Brown I 
Travel i 

DEBBIE 

' 2510 Chili Avenue 426-1892 5 
E N D PACKAGES * HOTELS * Q R O J P S * AIR 


