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Pope Puts Bishop O'Connorlat N.Y. City Helm 
Washington (NC) -- Pope 

John Paul II tapped a 27-year 
Navy chaplain with the rank 
of rear admiral when he 
named Bishop J o h n J . 
O'Connor of Scranton, Pa., 
as archbishop of New York. 

He also named him apos­
tolic administrator of the 
U.S. Military Vicariate, but 
the vicariate announced that 
a separate military vicar is to 
be nam[ed later, ending the 
historic link of the two jobs. 

Archbishop Pio Laghi, ap­
ostolic lelegate in the United 
States, announced Archbish­
op O'Connor 's appointment ' 
in Wash ington J a n . 3 1 . 

At a press conference in 
S c r a n t o n A r c h b i s h o p 
O'Conrlor said his installa­
tion in New York would be 
on March 19. 

The riew archbishop, suc­
cessor to Cardinal Terence 
C o o k e | w h o d i e d l a s t 
Oc tober , became widely 
known n the United States in 
the past two years as a key 
member of the committee of 
U.S. bishops that wrote the 
1983 pastoral letter on war 
and peece. An auxiliary bish­
op of the U.S. Military 
Vicaria e at the time, he 

Bp. O'Connor 
Was Ordained 

Bp. Clark With 
Wh^ft Bishop John J. 

O'Conrtor was named arch­
bishop [of New York City, it 
had more than the obvious 
significance for Rochester's 
Bishop Matthew H. Clark. 

The two men were or­
dained bishops together by 
Pope John Paul II on May 
27, lj>79, at St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome. At the 
time. Bishop O'Connor was 
59 and Bishop Clark 41. 

In the same group of bish­
op ordinands was Bishop W. 
T h o m a s L a r k i n of S t . 
Petersburg, Fla., a native of 
Mt. Morris and a graduate of 
St. Bernard's Seminary. 

gained a wide reputation as 
t h e c o m m i t t e e ' s l o n e 
" h a w k " — a label he and 
others on the committee re­
jected. 

- The announcement in New 
York that the leadership of 
the Military Vicariate, with 
m o r e t h a n 2 m i l l i o n 
Catholics, is to be separated 
from the archbishop of New 
York came as a surprise. 

Since 1919 the bishop re­
sponsible for U.S. Catholic 
military chaplains has been 
the archbishop of New York. 
When the Vatican formally 
es tabl i shed the Mil i tary 
Vicariate as a permanent en­
tity in 1957, it decreed that it 
would be based in New York 
and would have the arch­
bishop of New York as its 
head " n o w and in the 
future." 

Archbishop O'Connor, a 
Phi ladelphia native who 
turned 64 on Jan. 15, has 
been head of the Scranton 
Diocese for less than a year. 
He was a Navy chaplain from 
1952 to 1979, rising to rear 
admiral and chief of chap­
lains in 1975. In 1979 he was 
named an auxiliary bishop to 
the Military Vicariate. 

As archbishop of New 
York, Archbishop O'Connor 
heads one of the most im­
p o r t a n t and in f luen t i a l 
dioceses in the country. With 
nearly two million Catholics, 
it ranks fourth in size among 
American archdioceses, after 
Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Boston. 

But New Y o r k ' s im­
portance goes beyond its 
large population when one 
considers it as the home site 
of the United Nations and the 
national or international 
headquarters of hundreds of 
major businesses and gov­
ernment, private or religious 
agencies. 

The National Council of 
Churches is there, as are the 
headquarters of major Amer­
ican Jewish organizations. 
Catholic Relief Services, the 
Catholic Near East Welfare 

Schools Week Noted 
First grade students, from left, Janine Bianchi, 
Karric Gaylord and Lance Miner, of St. John the 
Evangelist School, Spencerport, show off their "me 
people," intended to resemble them and express their 
feelings. The life-size art projects were part of St. 
John's celebration of Catholic Schools Week. 

Bishop O ' C o n n o r . 

Association, and dozens of 
other Catholic agencies are 
located there. There are 11 
Catholic seminaries and 14 
Catholic colleges as well as 
numerous other private or 
public colleges and un­
iversities within the archdio­
cese's borders. 

John Joseph O'Connor 
was born in Philadelphia on 
Jan. 15, 1920. He attended 
St. Charles Borromeo Semi­
nary in suburban Overbrook 
and was ordained a priest of 
the Philadelphia Archdiocese 
on Dec. 15,1945. 

He was a high * school 
teacher for seven years after 
ordination and earned a 
master's degree in clinical 
psychology at the Catholic 
University of America in 
Washington. He later earned 
a doc to ra t e in political 
science at Georgetown Uni­
versity in Washington. 

He became a Navy chap­
lain in 1952 and served in 
Korea. In 1958 he received 
the Legion of Merit award 
for his work in preparing and 
developing the Navy Moral 
Leadership Program. He re­
ceived the award again in 
1965 for "excep t iona l ly 
meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding 
service" as chaplain to the 
3rd Marine Division in 
Vietnam. 

In 1972, he was named the 
first Catholic chief chaplain 
of the U.S. Naval Academy 

in Annapolis, Md. , Snd in 
1975 he becaai§ the Second 
Catholic in history to be 
named chief jpf all Navy 
chaplains. He Held thi rank 
of rear admiralf| f •: 1 

Pope John fiaul II named 
him an auxiliary bishop to 
Cardinal Cool l l in the* Mili­
tary V ica r i a t e j | Apfifj979, 
and he was ordained a Bishop 
by the pope irt|Vatican; cere­
monies on May*§7,1979-. 

M '" 
He retired flpm thf mili­

tary chaplaincwwheri fie was 
made an auxiaary Bishop. 
Chaplains arelmilitafj? of­
ficers employe! by tfil De­
partment of D & n s e j Bat the 
Military Vicar|£te itself is a 
church entity. A •;'> 

1 - i» 
On May 10,^|983, ftd was 

named bishqpfrf Scranton. 
He learned otfsthe pr id ing 
appointment fipm Afefibish-
op Laghi at a special meeting 
of the U . S . j b i s K o ^ in 
Chicago a wee&arlierj in the 
middle of theiS debate1" over 
the war and p a c e pastoral 
which he had p a d a .major 
role in drafting!! ; "; 

Describing trig scene$ater, 
he said he was (fust aBoiit to 
address a key ^ e n d n t e h t in 
the debate whe*| Archbishop 
Laghi told h in t "The, holy 
father loves yak very iifiuch, 
and therefore J§ou afe ap-
p o i n t e d as ,5) is h o p of 
Scranton." jf 

Throughout ffhe drafting 
process and o f | n debate on 
the controveMal pastoral 

Military Vicariate | 
To Be Independei 

For the first time in its 
history, the U.S. Catholic 
Military Vicariate will soon 
be led by someone other than 
the archbishop of New York. 

The vicariate Jan. 31 an­
nounced the separation of the 
two responsibilities, and a 
spokesman for the Vatican 
nunciature in Washington 
later confirmed the split. 

The Military Vicariate 
made the announcement 

..after Pope John Paul II 
n a m e d Bishop J o h n J . 
O'Connor of Scranton, Pa., 
as the new archbishop of 
New York and as apostolic 
administrator, or temporary 
head, of the vicariate. 

' T h e applMntniefit of 
Archbishop Off onn6r as ap­
ostolic adminpra tof fheans 
that the holy f S i e r is giving a 
new status to|fthe Military 
Vicariate by mixing it totally 
independent oMny territorial 
diocese in the limited States," 
said Archbishop Jose |h T. 
Ryan, auxiliary bishogi and 
current adminferator of the 
Military Vicariate, in a pre­
pared statement? ,.' *} 

"I t is a n t i i p a t e d / ' he 
added, " that within thf near 
future Pope Jcjan Paul ll will 
appoint a rfilitary;. vicar 
whose sole resjpnsibitity will 
be the p a s t o r ^ care of the 
members of thMicaria'te. ' ' 

if *: 

letter, Archbishop O'Connor 
a r g u e d a g a i n s t m a k i n g 
specific moral judgments on 
strategic and tactical nuclear 
policies and programs, a 
position that earned him the 
popular label as the drafting 
committee's " h a w k . " 

But he rejected the label. 
"The just-war theory," he 
said, "was not evolved to 
legitimize war for. so-called 
Christian princes, but to 
make war difficult." 

He described his position 
on the pastoral in terms of 
what the teaching role of the 
hierarchy is. " I do not 
personally believe that it is 
the position of bishops to 
delineate strategy and tactics 
-for the Defense Department 
and the president of the 
United States," he said. 

In a recent interview with 
the National Catholic Re­
p o r t e r , an i n d e p e n d e n t 
Catholic weekly, he said the 
church has " the right and the 
responsibility to denounce 
any weapons system if we are 
convinced that it is going to 
increase the immorality of 
war or the hor ro r s of 
war...the robbing of the poor 
and the perversion of re­
sources." 

In the same interview he 
also said that he is "happy 
with the prudential judgment 
which strongly questions 

the...MX missile" and added 
that in light of the debate 
raging over the Bl bomber 
and the Pershing II missile he 
"would have to question the 
prudence of the enormous 
expenditures ijequired" for 
them. 

In January of 1981 he 
published a book, " In De­
fense of Life,'* analyzing the 
just-war theory and Catholic 
teachings on war and peace. 

i 
He is also author of " A 

C h a p l a i n L o o k s a t 
Vietnam," based on his expe­
riences there. He developed 
an ethics course used to teach 
midshipmen fit the U.S. 
Naval Academy and a 
videocassette series of re­
ligious instructions which is 
used by U.S. Catholic mili­
tary chaplains1 around the 
world. 

Last November the U.S. 
bishops elected the new New 
York archbishop as chairman 
of the U.S. Catholic Confer­
ence's Social Development 
and World Peace Committee. 
That committee, along with 
its staff in Washington, is the 
chief agency of the U.S. 
b i shops for a r t icu la t ing 
church social teachings on a 
wide range of l | .S . domestic 
and foreign policies. 

He is also a member of the 
b i s h o p s ' Commi t t ee for 
Pro-Life Activities. 

MUSIC FESTIVALS 
AT SEA 
Sailing April 20 and May 18 from j 
Barcelona, with special airfares from Rochester 

The incomparable Royal Viking Sky will again this yeiar host two 
"Music Festivals at Sea" while cruising the Mediterranean and 
Adriatic. Some of the world's most renowned artists; will delight 
passengers as they bring their music to life and fill the air with 
romance throughout the voyage. Each day at sea will offer special 
excitement as passengers get to know the artists - their cruise com­
panions - through receptions and in-depth discussions groups, with 

gala performances at sea and in selected ports. Your 
itinerary: Barcelona, Villefranche (Monte Carlo), 
Genoa, Valletta, Venice, Split (Yugoslavia), 
Corfu. Heraklion and Piraeus (Athens). 

One all-inclusive price will include round-
trip airfare from Rochester, cruise fare, bag­
gage handling, onboard music-related ac­
tivities and gala shore performances. 
Call us now for further information and reser­
vations on these special offerings! 

(j Judy Graper Travel 
The Barn Bazaar, Clover at Jefferson Road, Pittsford, N.Y. 14S34 (716) 385-3820 

t3» 
^Sljire at Gulvqrton 
Adult Home 

"IN OUR TENTH YEAR OF SERVICE 
TO THE OLDER ADULT" 

The Shire at Culverton takes pride in offering the 
highest quality, around-the-clock supervision and 
support services at affordable Adult Home prices. 

Trained and qualified personnel areon duty twenty-
four hours a day, every day. Call systems, grab bars, 
and hand rails help each person to function with a 
degree of independence. | 
A wide variety of diets is waitress served in our 
beautiful Saxony Dining Room. 
Socialization is one of the most important'aspects 
of our program. A wide variety of social activities is 
carried out by a professional Activities staff. 
Transportation Service for medical appointments 
available. Allow us to show you all this and more. 
Visit our Home, Monday thru Friday 9:00 to 4:00 or 
by appointment. 
Ask about our TEMPORARY STAY. Ideal for 
families who provide care for a loved one arid are in 
need of short term relief. While- you vacation allow 
your family member to vacation with us. 

Please Call: 467-4544 
Ask for KARAN OSOWSKI 

2515 Culver Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 14609 
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