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Nearly 75 Sisters resident
at St. Joseph’s Infirmary
heard a rare eyewitness ac-
count of a recent journey
through several Central
American countries, and in
the process heard an analysis
of conditions there from a
major spokesperson on the
left.

Sister Maureen Fiedler, a
native of Lockport, is co-
director of the Quixote
Center, the Hyattsville, Md.,
institution which is
challenging the Reagan ad-
ministration’s assertions (and
also some Church assertions)
on Central American ques-
tions.

Sister Maureen spoke to

. the Sisters, many of whom

have engaged in an
apostolate of letter-writing
through Amnesty Interna-
tional’s Urgent Action
Network, on her experiences
as part of the Women’s Co-

SISTER MAUREEN
alition to Stop U.S.

tervention in Central

America.

The Sister of Loreto’s most
graphic descriptions came
during her discussion of life

in El Salvador, which she
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charactenzed as a ‘‘terrorized
society.’

She said she spoke to peo-
ple living in ‘‘an open yard”’
on archdiocesan property.
The group gathered there is
known as ‘‘The Mothers of
the Disappeared.”’

She said she met one
women who had lost six
members of her family, who
herself was captured and
tortured by . government
forces, who amputated one
of her breasts and shot her in
the legs. ‘‘She looked 60 and
she was only a little over 40,
Sister Maureen said. ‘‘And
every mother in that yard had
the same story.”

She said she talked to
many women there, some
acknowledgedly ‘‘political®’
p r i s o n -
ers, who tell much the same
tale. She said they told her it
is “‘routine’’ for a woman to
be tortured and raped when
apprehended by government
security forces.

A refugee camp on the
grounds of the archdiocesan
seminary houses 900 people,
she said, 700 of whom are
children.

It is the one safe spot for
them, she said. ‘‘Literally, if
they left the yard they would
be killed.”’

Figures supplied her from
Maria Julia Hernandez of the
archdiocesan Human Rights
Office indicate that between
37,000 and 40,000 people
have been killed since 1979,
all of them non-battle casu-
alties, she said.

“It is wanton civilian
murder. And no one, not
one, has ever been tried for
it,”’ she said.
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“Well why? Because the
government is solving some
of the key problems of this
region.”’

She cited literacy levels and
food and land distribution.

She later acknowledged
tensions in the Church over
the new government
established after the ouster of
dictator Alberto Somoaza.
The Sandinista government
has priests in several key
posts, and the Church itself
there is divided in its atten-
tion to hierarchical structure,
a fact displeasing to Pope
John Paul II. In addition
there is serious concern in
both Church and human
rights circles over govern-
ment treatment of Miskitos
Indians in the country.

Sister Maureen’s major
concern, however, is that
“‘the CIA is funding the
‘Contras,””” a group de-

dicated to the overthrow of
the government which several
experts say contains “a
number of dictator Somoza's
old security forces.

She said that the charge of
Marxism leveled against the
Nicaraguan government by
its detractors simply does not

-pertain.

She said that the common
Nicaraguan view is that the
Sandinista revolution is a
““Christian revolution.”’” She
quoted one of her in-
terviewees there as saying
that the Gospel presence of
Jesus was with the poor and
least of society and ‘‘our
leaders are with the poor and
least of the people.”’

The government of
Nicaragua, she said, ‘‘has
nothing to do with atheism.”’

And of it all, *It’s a
wonderful thing to see.”’
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SERIES - presenting-
feature and documentary
films from around the
world depicting some of
the cultures encountered
in the museum exhibition
“‘Face to Face’ is conti-
nuing with the film
*“Windwalker’’ 1:30 p.m.,
Sunday, Feb. 12 followed
by a demonstration of
Plains Indian beading
techniques at Rochester
Museum and Science
Center auditorium. Free
with general musuem
admission.

WORLD TRAVEL -
“Discover Portugal, The
Azores and Madeira,”” a
film tour to the home of
the world’s noblest navi-
gators, narrated by
filmmaker Philip Walker,
3 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 12,
Eisenhart, Auditorium,
Rochester Museum and
Science Center. Ad-
mission $5 ($4.50 for
members).

CLASSIC FILM -
““There’s No Business
Like Show Business,”
starring Marilyn Monroe
and Donald O’Connor, 2
and 8 p.m., Tuesday, Feb.
7 Eisenhart Auditorium,
Rochester Museum and
Science Center. Free with
general admission.
‘**“CELESTIAL
CYCLES’ - New Star
Show, 8 p.m., Monday,
Feb. 6 through April 15,
with matinees on Satur-
days and Sundays at 2 and
3 p.m., Strasenburgh
Planetarium.
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PHILHAEMONIA .
David Effren, coridiicting
music of Dvgrak, Mgnotti
and Mussor ﬁ"ky, 8 p m.,
Friday, Febij3, East‘man
Theatre. Fréth

AT N Azé‘umﬂ .
“‘Colored Pﬂj,\ple § Time”

-a musxcal noraria de-
picting dranfatic ang hu-
morous asp@ ts of *black
life from t j”le War to
the dawn ohfti‘gxe civil rights
movement, p m.; . Fri-
day, Febh 3, wiain
auditorium. | Tlckets are

$12 for adﬁ};“{s %10 for
students: Thé Childfen’s
Theater Prggrari - inini
series pres?éms “The
Mlmeworksf;&p” featur-
ing Eliot’ 2ﬁvmtushel 11
a.m. and 2Zjp.m., Small
auditorium ickeis $1,

on sale ongjhour before
each perform,ance Events
at Nazarethi;{s Center. -

MEMOR L ART
GALLERY P Presénts a
family workghop featur-
ing teacher atid poet Dale

Davis conducting
““Translations,”” which
focuses on translating not
only from one language to
another but from one art
form to another, 1:30
p.m., Sunday, Feb. 5.
Admission is free to
members; free to non-
members with gallery
admission: Showing of
director Jean Cocteau’s
classic interpretation of
““‘Beauty and the Beast’' 3
p.m., Sunday Feb. S. Free
admission for members;
free to non-members with
gallery admission: Lecture
by Jonathan E. Ericson,
assistant professor in
social ecology, University
of California at Irving, on
“‘Science in Archaeology:
New Strategies and Direc-
tions,”” 7:30 p.m., Tues-
day, Feb. 7, auditorium.
Free. All events at Memo-
rial Art Gallery.

OPERA THEATRE - Of
Rochester presents
““Talking Without Words,
featuring costumed
singers. in scenes from
‘““The Magic Flute,”
“Don Giovanni,** and

‘“The Marriage of

Figaro’’ as part of the
RMSC’s Theatre For
Children (And Parents
Too!) series, 2 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 4, Eisenhart
Auditorium. Tickets
available at Eisenhart Box
Office one hour before
showtime.

SENIOR MATINEE -
*“Gigi’" starring Leslie
Caron, Maurice
Chevalier, 1:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 2, George
Eastman House.

NFP - Informational
session, ¥#sponsored by
Natural ﬁ'amnly Planning
Education of Rochester,
7:30-9 p.m., Monday,

Feb. 6, St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal, east auditorium.
WORKSHOP - The
Rochester Area Reading
Council is hosting a
Newspaper in Education
workshop for elementary
and secondary teachers
from 8 a.m. to I p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 11, at
Schroeder High School,
875 Ridge Road in
Webster. Keynote address
will be by Dr. Nicholas
Criscuolo, supervisor of
Reading, New Haven,
Connecticut schools. To
register call Dr. Gerald
Begy, State University
College at Brockport,
395-2585.
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Funeral Home

James Rotsell
Darrell O’Brian
139 Walnut St.
Dial 936-9121
Corning, N.Y.
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