COURIER-JOURNAL

By Fr. Robert F. O’Neill
Officiallis
Marriage Tribunal
Jesus said, ‘“What God
has joined, let no man put
asunder.”” The Catholic
Church has accepted over

the years a very literal-

interpretation of His
words. Furthermore,
when we see the reality of
the marriage as described
by sacred scripture
namely, ‘‘These two shall
become one flesh” - we
see marriage as a perma-
nent union that can be
ended only by the death of
one of the partners. Expe-
rience, too, has borne out
this type of thinking.
Every young couple about
to be married plans on
spending the rest of their
lives with the partner.
Indeed, often young peo-
ple will say that they could
not imagine living without
the partner they love so
much. Church law and
teaching, therefore, re-
flect this basic philoso-
phy.

For baptized persons,
the Catholic Church sees
an even more wonderful
event: namely, a sacra-
ment. When two baptized
persons pledge themselves
to each other in marriage
for life, they receive the
sacrament of marriage,
sanctifying grace, and the
guarantee of God’s
blessings and helps
throughout their married
life.

For Catholics, the
Church feels that there are
certain acceptable ways
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for celebrating this sacra-
ment. Therefore, when a
Catholic is to be married,
and the marriage is 1o be

" recognized, the marriage

must take place before a
priest and two witnesses.
This is called the form of
marriage. In recent years,
the Church has permitted

a dispensation from form .

allowing another, usually
a Protestant minister to be
viewed as the official
Church witness to the sac-
rament. These cases are
still rather rare but they
are possible. 1t is en-
couraging to see the desire
on the part of prospective
brides and grooms to have
God as a part of their
marriage and to celebrate
their marriage in a sacra-
mental way, seeing God as

a real partner in their
loving relationship.
Occasionally, a
Catholic is married
without the benefits of a
priest present or a dis-
pensation form, and in
cases like this; the Church
does not recognize the
marriage. It is possible
later to have the couple go
to a Catholic priest and
discuss having the mar-
riage recognized by the
Church and it is certainly
advised so that the
benefits of the sacrament
can truly be a part of their
marriage. However, grace
does build on nature and
if the marriage seems to be
in trouble, the blessing of
the Church is not going to
guarantee a solution to all
problems. Our priests are
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As | mentioned pre-
viowsly, once a couple
have entered a true and
valid marriage, thev are
not allowed to marry
again even after a civil
divorce as long as the
partner still lives. *

However, the question
is what is a true and valid
marriage, what has truly
God joined? Because of

changes in Church .

thought, especially since
the Vatican Council,
because of advances in the
behavioral sciences
enabling us to understand
human nature better,
because of changes in
Church Law regarding
procedures of Church
Tribunals, a Church an-
nulment of a marriage is
much more common .to-
day than in the past. An-
nulments are still an
exception to the rule and
-certainly not possible in
every case, but when there
were serious difficulties
from the beginning of a
marriage, or the marriage
was very short, an an-
nulment should be consid-
ered. This procedure is
possible for any marriage,
even those of non-

Catholics and again the
priests of the parishes are
well (rained in assisting
people wishing to in-
vestigate the possibility of
a Church annulmént. No
annulment procedure is
begun until the marriage is
certainly ended by civil
divorce and there are not
civil effects to the Church
annulment process.
Divorce is always a sad
experience for the
partners, for children and
for families. When it does
occur, the Rochester
diocese is ~fortunate to
have the outstanding
divorced and separated
groups that are so helpful
to so many. There are also
many programs that help
prevent marriage failures,
such as an outstanding
Pre-Cana program, mar-
riage enrichment pro-
grams, and good priests
and Sisters who are willing
to give of their time to
enrich marriages and to

assist those i trouble.

Continued effort is
needed at marriage
enrichment since the fami-
ly is indeed the basis of
society and the more
happy and successful fam-
ilies we can have, the
better will be our society
in our diocese.

All the advice, stories,
anologies lead to but one
thing--a toast for happi-
ness by everyone. For
example; ‘‘Let your love
be kind, good humored,
and tolerant. If it is, you

D'lllnooocooooooTHE TOAST.cooocootaoc;oooooq

can’t help but be happy.

Ladies and gentlemen
raise your glasses and
drink a toast to the con-
tined happiness of a
wonderful couple.™
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Kay's Bridal Boutique Burgundy Basin Inn
MAﬁSH RD., PITTSFORD, N.Y. 248-2660

WE'RE CONVENIENTLY located just off 490,

only a short distance away from where you are.
You'll save time and energy getting here and
park without problems in our large well-lit lot.

And should your next party include out-of-town

guests, they'li find it easy to locate us without
confusion.

YOU'LL LOVE OUR BEAUTIFUL SURROUN-
DINGS. We're located on 15 beautifully land-
scaped acres along the historic Erie Canal in
Bushnell’s Basin.

WE CATER TO YOUR COMFORT. Burgundy
Basin Inn boasts barrier-free construction, and
our special ventilation system lets you enjoy a

smoke-and pollution-free party environment.

Have you noticed how Burgundy Basin Inn
keeps growing ... and growing ... and growing!

As more and more people have been discovering
our fine food and pleasant surroundings, we've
found it necessary to expand our facilities to

)\ accommodate the constantly increasing demand
for our banquet and catering services.

Let us be part of your -
special day.

“We bring’to you an exquisite selec- .«
tion of designer gowns as well as /
moderately-priced gowns for  °
the bride and her attendants
and mothers of the bride
and groom. The service is
very personal and

close attention is paid

to every detal

to make
In our expanded facilities we can handle up to
your day 1,400 people.
_ very special. But Burgundy Basin Inn is more than just the
ery sp best place to plan your next party.
Call for YOU'LL LIKE OUR PRICES TOO. Our regular buf-
an Evening fet starts at only $6.25 per person, sitdown din-

ner from $6.95. Plan your next party with us and
discover why Burgundy Basin inn has had to
keep on growing.

Our Walnut Grove Pavilion

is ideal for outdoor weddings

in a casual atmosphere.

Appointment . -

:
urguﬁdy Basm Inn
- 1368 Mazsh ﬁaad Pittsford, NY. X

Kay’ S Brldal Bouthue 3 Qi SPECIAL SAVINGS Phone: $48- 26%0 tor reservations
1347 Lyell Avenue " Mon. through Thurs., 10-9 Under New Save up to 707 on r '“ 3
o 458-0651 . Friday and Saturday, 105 Management = | S |
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