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What is Proper?

By John M. Kubinlec
Liturgical Music
Consultant
Office of Liturgy

Many preparations are
necessary in trying to make
the celebration of a wedding
a memorable and meaningful
occasion. One area which
needs careful consideration is
the music which is used dur-
ing the wedding ceremony.

A wedding is both a
personal and a public oc-
casion. It is personal in that
two people pledge their love
and commitment to one
another, but it 15 aiso com-
munal in that it is witnessed
in the presence of a commu-
nity and effects that commu-
nity. The couple pledges their
love to one another in lasting
love just as Christ has to his
Church. This commitment
cannot be carried out solely
dependent on the strength of
the couple, but also needs
support of the family and
friends who have gathered
together as the Community
of Faith, which is the
Church. In a special way
during the wedding ceremony
those present pray for God’s
blessing on the union of the
couple as husband and wife.

The music which 1s chosen
to be used before and during
the wedding ceremony should
be réflective of this. It should
reflect the importance a
Chyist-centered lifestyle and
of human love which finds its
foundation in God’s love for
all of humamty through
Jesus Christ.

It 1s because of this that
certain selections are entirely
inappropnate for the wed-

ding ceremony. Songs such as
“Evergreen,” ‘‘We’ve Only
Just Begun,’’ ‘‘Endless
Love,”’ and ‘‘For Your Eyes
Only”’ are not appropriate,
They in no way reflect the
communal dimension of the
Christian wedding cerembny,
but are instead reflective of a
rather personalistie view or
present ideas which are con-
trary to the Christian idea of
marriage.

Ideas for wedding music
may come from what a cou-
ple has heard at another
wedding or what their
parents may like. While some
good ideas might come from
here, one should not confine
one’s choice of wedding
music to those sources.
Couples should consult with
musicians n their parish.
They should be able to help
in choosing music which is
appropniate for the wedding
ceremony.

There are a number of
songs which speak of the
communal aspect of the
wedding ceremony which are
very appropriate. To find
them, one should begin look-
ing at some of the music
which 1s used for the Sunday
celebration of the Eucharist.
There are also a number of
other songs which have been
specifically written for the
wedding ceremony which can
help 1in making 1t a memora-
ble, meamngful and prayful
occasion

Music 1s used within any
Iiturgical celebration to serve
the liturgy. This should be
kept 1in mind when in-
corporating music into the
wedding ceremony. Music
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should not hold up the action
which is taking place, but
should aid in adding meaning
to the texts and to help the
action flow more smoothly.

It 1s customary for a soloist
to be used for the ceremony.
If this is the case he or she
should not take away from
those gathered, the role that
1s proper to them. All those
present should be able to join
in the Holy, Holy,
Eucharistic Acclamation,
Amen, and the alleluia before
the Gospel. A soloist should
never, under any
circumstance, sing the Our
Father alone! The entire
assembly is to take part in the
praying of the Our Father.
The soloist could sing a few
appropriate selections as the
people are arriving. During
the Liturgy the soloist could
also sing a selection during
the Preparation of the Gifts,
and lead those gathered in the
Responsorial Psalm and the
various acclamations.

The key to having a memo-
rable, meaningful and
prayerful wedding is to begin
planning early. A meeting
two or three months prior to
the wedding between the
musicans of the parish and
the couple would be
beneficial. It would aid n
clarifying what the pansh
policy might be in regard to
wedding music, what the pol-
Icy 1s regarding payment of
the musicians, and what the
policy might be in regard to
bringing 1n musicians who
are not on the parish staff. It
would also give the couple
ample time to decide on the
music which will be used at
the wedding ceremony.
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8" x 10" Color Photos in a Deluxe Album from 599
Latest in Wedding Albums, Velvets, Woods and Leathers

Free Tux for the Groom

Special
Wedding Invitations
25% Off List Price
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Ask about misties,
madcap and fantasy
specialty photography
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E (and hundreds more by special arrangement)
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Choode from 16 flavors, decorated to order with cheesecake
pn{_mg arid rose garlands, showers of sliced almonds,
flowers frdm your florist, even champagne-glass pillars
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ESY EDDIE’S wedding cakes luxurious, unusual,

’; and very beautiful
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We i eed jiist two weeks notice to bring tiers to your eyes
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Rerember when you were a
littleé%}giﬁ, you used to dream of
your wedding day . . .

P ' we'll make
your dream come frue
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Maggie’s Bridal
, & After 5 Salon

1193 Lyell Ave.
254-8633
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R ¢ Complete
Fv.o/ ' Bridal Service Salon

: Bridal Gowns & Veils  Bridesmaid
‘ _ Flower Girl Mothers' Gowns Casual Dress
1 & Graduation Gowns  Dyable Shoes  Accessories

We also cater to the full-figured woman
i Tuxedo Rental

Appointments accepted for Personal Consultations
Margaret Ann, Consultant

TUESDAY, FRIDAY, and SATURDAY 10a.m toSp.m

OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY. and THURSDAY 10a.m. to 9 p.m. ]
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