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THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
: FOR THE DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER

Dear People of the Rochester Diocese;
Today - ingugurates a Courier-Journal
feature focused on the missions.

With this page we hope to strengthen the bond of
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vening communication between our local faith community
and the missionaries that we send to preach the
gospel.
May this medium serve as a link with the reality of
the mssion scene, at home and abroad.
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REV ROBERT C BRADUR Sister Jean Bellini (center) visits with some of the
:%;:?gsﬁm local laundry women in the town of Santa Terezinha,
e (7 450.35% Brazil. Below, Sister Suzanne Wills (right) stops to
it was chat during her visits around Vila Rica in Brazil.
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- . By Sr. Ellen Kahl, SSJ people - rich and poor alike. fends the rights of rural Currently, the Sisters of St.
— Much has changed in 20 The Sisters of St. Joseph laborers and exposes abuses Joseph congregation is taking
?:d years. When the first five welcomed the bishops’ by large landholders. Sisters another new step by accept-
n Sisters of St. Joseph set out challenge. They serve several Barbara Orczyk and Christel ing young women into the
pad for Brazil in 1964, they were areas of the country and are Burgmaier provide health Formation Program devel-
an confer- responding to a request from involved in a number of care and preventive health oped by Sisters Ellen Kuhl
ing adults, . Pope John XXIII to share different ministries, but they education in another isolated and Elaine Hollis. Several
rand v their talents with the people are united with their people rural area. young women will formally
Accom- of Latin America. They as they struggie to find a way The newest mission is also be welcomed into it this
?:;:.:‘:: quickly became involved in to live out the Gospel man- among the most primitive; it month in a ceremony offici-
parish organizations, educa- date to work for peace and s located in the Prelature of ated by Sister Elizabeth Anne
yo0l. Near tion and health works there. justice. They encourage the Sao Felix, an area populated LeValley, during her first
::‘e':';?:; Over the years, the bishops people’s participation in by many poor squatters, visit there as Superior Gener-
e: Watson and other Church leaders in  Basic Christian Communities farm workers and Indians, al. !
2;3 R(gg;; Latin America named new and workers’ groups. Some, who are often the victims of And the number continues
) priorities. Courageously, like sisters Elaine Hollis, Kay discrimination as their landis to grow. Sisters Maureen
— they stood in solidarity with Foos and Dolores Turner, ‘‘colonized.”’ Sisters Jean Finn and Patricia Frisk will

¥

their poor and oppressed.
They challenged themselves
and their missionaries to af-
firm their people’s struggle
for justice and freedom; they
called for societal change.
Church structures were
reorganized; Basic Christian
Communities were formed;
efforts were made to bring
about unity among all their

work in urban areas, where
they recently helped a
Mother’s Club to set up
day-care facilities for the
children of working mothers.
Others work in more rural
areas. Sisters Jean Bellini,
Marlena Roeger and
Katherine Popowich work
with the Pastoral Com-
mission on land, which de-

Bellini and Suzanne Wills
have spent countless hours
traveling, on foot or by bicy-
cle, among the forest villages,
educating the people about
their rights and trying to
promote understanding and
faith-rooted unity between
the natives of the region and
those who have come to settle
there

soon leave Roichester to
enter this special missionary
ministry. They expect to
begin their language and cul-
tural studies in Brazilia in
March.

The hope of 20 years con-
tinues to be made real in the
response of gentleness, love
fnd support of these 13 sis-
ers for their people.

Update from a Former Missionary

By Fr. Daniel P. Tormey

It is almost 18 years
since the deep and affec-
tionate relationship be-
“tween the diocese of
Rochester and the people

of Bolivia was formed. and at St. Bernard’s Sem- and naive mission en- a physiological and even Rpchester and other Counsel,”’ a powerfgl
Many things have changed . inary, and several young deavor - what has resulted religious sense, people friends of San Jose Ob- story of social change laid
in almost two decades. men from Rochester lived has been ecclesial and gain seif-esteem as well as rero deepen our com- ih Argentina and
There have been birth and  and worked at San Jose as personal development. clean water. mitment to our brothers Raraguay, Graham
growth, Third World dev-  part of their education. Philosopher and- This has been the story and sisters in Bolivia. Greene sketches this de-
. elopment in the best sense  The library, the medital economist Dennis Gaulet of San Jose Obrero. The In these decades of ca.d‘e. of Latin American
of the word. And there clinic and the parish states 'traditional value ‘“‘gringo team’’ from human development when pplitics, religion, and so-

has been death. The ab-
duction and murder of
Father Luis Espinol
sprinkled martyr’s blood
on the parish of San Jose
Obrero. it

The children who
played on the hill when

the adobe church with the
tin roof was first built are
now grown to aduithood.
Several young men have
come to Rochester to
study at St. John Fisher

center are not just brick
and mortar monuments.
They are sacraments of
autonomy, self-reliance
and commitment on the
part of the parish council
and the people of the
l(hill.’,

~ Whatever the original
motive for sharing our
diocesan personnel and
funding with the Archdio-
cese of LaPaz, Bolivia -
undoubtedly a generous

systems usually contain in
latent form a great
dynamism for develop-
ment.”” But this latent
power is not produced
’when so-called experts
from outside are looking
for pre-determined re-

sults.” In those places in
Latin America where
self-determination has
unleashed the power of
development, not just in
the economic sense but in

Rochester left LaPaz in
1974, but the departure
has not meant abandon-
ment or failure. The
paradox of that separa-
tion has been the continu-
ous ties and richness for
both dioceses over the

years: Father Peter De-
ckman is still in Bolivia in
the Riberalta area work-
ing with the Maryknoll
Fathers, and periodic vis-
its from the bishops of

the struggle for dignity
and freedom arises there
also arise the opposition
and the bloodshed. Arch-

. bishop Jorge Manrique of

LaPaz, a close friend and
bishop of the parish of
San Jose and a frequent

<

isitor to Rochester, has
Had to show the same
courage and resoluteness
an Archbishop Remero
ar a Bishop Camara.

In ‘“Honorary

ciety. One of his charac-
tars observes: ‘‘Caring is
the only dangerous
thing.”" In the story of the
parish of San Jose Obrero
- Bt. Joseph the Worker -
in| Bolivia, the caring and
thie loving will go on.
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