‘We call to our Catholic Schools

to be that beacon; to be that
llght which leads all to God’

My D ear People
We will join with thousands of people across our
nation to celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week from

Jan. 29 to Feb. 4 of this year. We are a culture and a-

nation that responds to symbols and images in our
celebratlons and daily life. The theme, ‘‘Catholic
Schools |- Beacon of Hope’’ provides many symbols
and analogies for our reflection on the meaning of
this week.

We can think of the many ships saved from the
unending blackness of the stormy seas by the beacon
of a lighthouse in the distance. We remember the
image of the immigrants coming to our country
looking with hope to the beacon held high by our
symbol of liberty and freedom in the harbor of New
York. These symbols of light gave life and hope to
many. ’

We call to our Catholic Schools to be that beacon;
to be that light which leads all to God. Through the
education programs and through the development of

. a true faith community, the mission of our schools is
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to become that light of knowledge and ;i t light of
faith to encourage our students, faculties/ind parents

to become a beacon to proclaim the gloil; of God to

all. : &

I wish to take this opportunity to i%m iff the
celebration of the gift of Catholic Schépls té our
church and to our country. I am gratéful to the
dedication and service which has bees: glven by
humlreds of women and men in our didrese t6 the
mission of Catholic Education. My pré er is that
they continue to accept the challenge to Hrovidé the
light on the way of the journey to God for 50 many. |

With every blessing, I remain ] '
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St. Stanisiaus’ Sister Marie Dominic works Wwith
papils in reading and English classes and helps bridge
the gap between Polish and English,

P

camé  Theage ol' computjers at St. Patnck’s, Elmira.
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