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More Opinions
to be. For the first real
proclamation of thanksgiving
in the colonies, according to
all existing original sources,
was made in 1637 upon the
occasion of the brutal slaughEDITOR:
ter of approximately 700
We have just read your
Pequot Indian people near
editorial of Nov. 23, "1st
Groton, Conn. It made Aug.
Thanksgiving
Really
12 a "day of public thanksW a s n ' t " and we would like giving to God for his great
to comment on what we mercies in subduing the Pebelieve is a loose connection q u o t s . . . "
of unsubstantiated assumpCareful research into the
tions and Euro-American
First Thanksgiving" as does
biases about Pilgrims, Indi- careful research into many of
ans and the "First Thanks- our national myths and
giving."
apocryphs, reveals a history
First, your source, Prof. of this nation which we never
Ingersoll of Catholic Univer- read in textbooks or' heard
sity, assumes that the Bering from our teachers. Such
Strait theory is fact. Some lessons require some hard
native people's ancestor's learning and new thinking
undoubtedly crossed the land but we invite any who is
interested in the history of
bridge. The oral histories of
countless other Indian peo- the "First Thanksgiving" to
ple, however, tell of journeys contact us. We will gladly
- -* from the east or from the share our sources and results
south. Still others affirm that of our research. And we
they, "the people," have c h a l l e n g e t h e C o u r i e r always been here. We do not Journal to print the Thanksread this in our history books giving Address of traditonal
b e c a u s e s o m e t i m e s a people of New York State as
Euro-American bias prevents its Thanksgiving editorial
historians from accepting his- next year!
tory from
others'
Dorothy W. Davids
perspectives.
(StockbridgeSecond, Prof. Ingersoll M u n s e e / M o h i c a n )
assumes that "primitive peoAssociate Professor
ple"
are " p a g a n " and
University of Wisconsin
worship "local deities." His E x t e n s i o n
language betrays biases about
Ruth A. Gudinas
native people that we thought
Curriculum Specialist in
had long since been re- H u m a n
Relations
cognized and corrected by
Madison Metropolitan
reputable
scholars, S c h o o l
D i s t r i c t
particularly anthropologists.
Box 763 Northern Court
The native people of this
Stoughton, Wisconsin 53589
continent were - and still are
— deeply spiritual people who
believe that all things on
earth, including humankind,
are sacred and have spirits. It
EDITOR:
is the Creator who is thanked
Your article on the movie
for the gifts of the earth, not
"Choices of the Heart" may
" g o d s " and "goddesses."
Missionaries and other pious have moved people in our
people from Europe, not at- diocese to view this account
of Jean Donovan who, along
tuned to the sprirituality of
with three other Catholic
those who live harmoniously
with the earth and its fruits, missionaries, was murdered
^ m a d e judgments about those in El Salvador three years ago
things they did not un- this month. The story seems
so tragic not only because
derstand. Thus they branded
native people " p a g a n s " those responsible for these
murders have not been conbecause they were closer to
victed but also because the
M o t h e r E a r t h in t h e i r
t e r r i b l e v i o l e n c e in El
worship.
Salvador continues.
Third,
Prof. Ingersoll
The archdiocese of San
assumes that the so-called
Salvador reports that during
"First Thanksgiving" really
the first six months of 1983,
h a p p e n e d . Research in2,527 civilian noncombatants
dicates, however that such is
were murdered and 326 civilextremely doubtful. The
ians disappeared. Yet the
journal of William Bradford,
U.S. government has voted
who was the second governor
to send $64.8 million in miliof Plymouth colony, is probtary aid to El Salvador in
ably the most reliable source
1984. On Nov. 17, the Conof knowledge about the
gress passed a bill which
period. It does not mention
would ontinue to require
the event, although in 1952
President Reagan to deeditor Samuel Eliot Marison
termine
that the human rights
inserted the subtitle "First
situation and progress in land
T h a n k s g i v i n g " before a
paragraph describing the reform in El Salvador are
improving as a condition to
foodstores being prepared
continuing U.S. military aid.
for the winter of 1621-22.
President Reagan has vetoed
The little story about
this bill.
Massasoit and his men conT h e s i t u a t i o n in El
tributing food to a celebration on the occasion of the Salvador and all of Central
America is complex and ac"harvest being gotten i n " is
curate reporting is difficult to
recounted in a collection of
find. Yet this cannot prevent
letters which are probably the
us from trying to become
most unreliable source of
knowledgeable and cominformation about the colmitted to justice for our
* 7 o n y . They were written to
sisters a n d b r o t h e r s in
English friends whom the
Central America.
Pilgrims sought to encourage
If any parish, school,
to come over to the colony
human development comsince so many of the settlers
mittee or other group want to
had died during the first
follow up the film "Choices
winter. Much like travel
of the H e a r t , " I would rebrochures of present times,
"•"Idle letters paint an idyllic commend viewing the documentary " R o s e s in Depicture of life at Plymouth
and of the relationship be- c e m b e r . " This hour-long
film is available by calling the
tween Pilgrims
and
AV Department at the DioceI n d i a n s - a picture often resan Pastoral Center at 328futed by Bradford's own
3210.
^m journal! The letters' validity
is greatly in question.
Sister Maureen Finn
International Justice and
Finally, Prof. Ingersoll
P e a c e
C e n t e r
assumes that the " F i r s t
750 W. Main St.
Thanksgiving" was a holy
Rochester, N.Y. 14611
day. In a sense it was meant
Continued from Page 19
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Freemasonry
Defended
EDITOR:
Being both a Freemason
and a Catholic, I was truly
saddened to see the article
which appeared in your Dec.
7 edition ("Joining Masons
Still Prohibited," P. 6).
In its declaration the Vatican Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith refers
to Masonic "principles
(which) have always been
regarded as irreconciliable
with the church's doctrine."
Having been on "both
sides of the fence," 1 would
be very interested in knowing exactly which "principles" the declaration refers
to. The true principles and
teachings of Freemasonry
can be accurately stated in
three words: Friendship,
Morality and Brotherly Love.
Do these sound contrary to
our church's doctrine?
The following is a very
accurate description of what
a Freemason should strive to
be as stated by Bruce D.
Hunt, past grand master of
Masons in the State of
Missouri:
" T h e real Freemason is
distinguished from the rest of
mankind by the uniform unrestrained rectitude of his
conduct. Other men are
honest in fear of punishment
which the law might inflict;
they are religious in expectation of being rewarded, or in
dread of the devil in the next
world. A Freemason would
be just, even if there were no
laws, h u m a n or divine,
except those written in his
heart by the finger of the
Creator. In every climate,
under every system of religion, he is the same. He
kneels before the universal
throne of God in gratitude
for the blessings he has received and in humble solicitation for his future protection.
He venerates the good men of

e Scarlet

all religions. He disturbs not
the religion of others. He

restrains his passions because

they cannot be indulged
without injuring his neighbor
or himself. He gives no offense because he does not

choose to be offended. He
contracts no debts which he is
not certain that he can discharge, because he is honest
upon principle."
I earnestly hope that the
church's mind is not completely closed on this subject.
F r e e m a s o n r y , as any
Catholic Mason will gladly
tell you, poses absolutely no
threat to our church. Its only
goals is to make good men
better.
David Gardner
53 Illinois St.
Rochester, N.Y. 14609

Deluge of Fire
Looming
EDITOR:
Now that the bishops have
written their "pastoral on
nuclear warfare" and the
Seneca Depot rally is a thing
of the past and everyone has
had the opportunity to view
the horrors of " T h e Day
After," it would seem to be
wise to spare a thought for
" t h e days before." It would
make the real "day after"
less hazardous!
Noe was not deterred from
building the ark because of
the mockery and blind indifference of the. people, who
rejected God's warnings. The
Deluge . . . which couldn't
h a p p e n . . . destroyed them.
T h e people of Ninive
listened to Jona and accepted
G o d ' s warnings. They
humbled themselves and repented in sackcloth and
ashes. Ninive was saved!
Again, in our day, the
world has become wicked: " .
. . worse than at the time of
the Deluge . . . , " " . . . just
punishments are to come
upon the world in three ways:
1. disturbances of nature, 2.

prise.
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bloody revolutions, 3. a
purifying deluge of fire . . . "
These words were spoken by
both Our Lord and His
Blessed M o t h e r to a
s t i g m a t i z e d n u n , Sister
Elena, in the 1950s.
As the Vicar of Christ, the
true prophet, our holy father
is preaching from his base in
Rome, as well as traveling
from country to country, to
reawaken the morality of the
w o r l d which h a s been
watered down to placate the
deviants. He has offered us
the graces of an added Holy
Year with its call for prayer
(especially the rosary), repentance and penance, to
appease the Divine Justice.
Are we listening?
We, like the people of
Noe's time and of Ninive,
have the free will to accept or
to reject the warnings: to
accept by humble repentance
and thus appease the Divine
Justice; or to reject by banking on our quality American
education or superior American culture, until it is too late
. . . until the "deluge of fire"
. . . which couldn't happen . .
. has purified the world!
Sister St. Bernard
St. Joseph Infirmary
4095 East Ave. 14610

Put Christ
In Christmas
EDITOR:
If a Gallup Poll were taken
between Jesus Christ and
Santa Claus as to who was
more significant
this
Christrmas, Santa would undoubtedly win in a landslide.
Every year, he emerges more
strongly as the Messiah of
Madison Avenue, Savior of
our gross national product
and prophet of the Almighty
Dollar. Santa's a nice, colorful concept for youngsters,
b u t so m a n y
adults
themselves never seem to
have grown beyond this
diverted economic symbol of
Christmas. Meanwhile,

Even symbols of the
priesthood - the stole, the
Roman collar, the sign of
the cross, the anointings are reverently used. There
is never a doubt about the
priest's fidelity to his vow
of celibacy.
He is cordially regarded
by the whole MASH
personnel, from Col.
Potter

to

Klinger

and

buried beneath tons of materialism, Christmas wrappings
and decorations, lies the real
answer of why we have
Christinas.
The greatest Christmas gift
of all time was not a new
house in the suburbs or a
Cabbage Patch kid, it was the
gift of God's own Son, Jesus,
who died for our sins and
brought us His lifesaving
messages of hope, love and
salvation. All the money,
wealth and riches of a commercialized Christmas will
never alleviate the great dep r e s s i o n , emptiness and
suicide that also accompany
this season. Only Jesus, the
true Messiah, can fulfill one's
heart.
If Christ cannot be recognized on His own birthday, then when will He ever
be? Consequently, for so
many today, there's no compelling relevancy to the Gospel any more, that our great
nation was founded upon.
No wonder some 5 million
American youths today are
lost in various cults. Millions
of others that have never
heard the true message of
Christmas and Christianity
are now hopelessly flocking
to everything from astrology
to witchcraft in search of
spiritual truth and direction.
Our nation's moral values
and standards continue to
crumble and decay, as we try
to exalt ourselves and forget
Our Savior.
Let's be honest about this
day we call Christmas: its
t r u e spirit h a s b e c o m e
twisted, exploited and lost
throughout much of our society, a n d annually we
become even further removed
from the real Messiah. How
about re-establishing Christ
back into Christmas, back
into our nation and back into
our lives — and get our
priorities back in order.
Michael McBride
81 FilUngham Drive
Rochester, N.Y. 14615

Gfahjud and Raf Vailone.
The dramatic unfolding of
the activities of Vatican-based Msgr.
O'Flaherty will keep you
on the edge of the chair to
the end.
I phoned Msgr. Richard
Burns of St. Thomas the
Apostle, who knew Msgr.
O'Flaherty when he was
vice-rector of the North
A m e r i c a n College in
R o m e . " W h a t about
Msgr. OTIaherty?" "One
of the most extraordinary
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