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DEATHS 
George Montgomery, 
Former CFC Director 

Sister Clare Roland, SSJ, leads the meeting last week on the state bishops' pastoral 
on criminal justice. 

Pastoral on Criminal Justice 
Topic of Discussion, Action 

By Terrance J. Brennan 
Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

met with a committee of 16 

diocesans to discuss im­
plementing the state bishops' 
"Pastoral Statement on 
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blast of cold air Through 
the front door came an 
old flower wacnan She 
wore a dripping, battered 
overcoat, and shuffled in 
On wet, rundown shoes 
She went from one table 
to the other 'Flowers, 
monsieur7 Only one 
franc' No one bought 
any Wearily she sat down 
at a table between the 
sailor and us To the 
waiter she said, 'A bowl 
of soup I haven't sold a 
flower all afternoon ' To 
the piano player she said 
hoarsely, 'Can you imag­
ine, Joseph, soup on 
Christmas Eve?' He 
pointed to his tipping 
plate which was empty 
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coat, he walked over to 
the. flower woman's table 
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tag. one of the small cor­
sage* flat, he put it into 
the latter he had written, 
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Criminal Justice" last Wed­
nesday, Dec. 14, at the Pas­
toral Office. 

The statement was issued 
in January this year, under 
the egis of the New York 
State Catholic Conference, 
the bishops' official state 
lobby. 

The diocesan group was 
chaired by Sister Clare 
Roland, SSJ, diocesan 
director of chaplaincy 
services under the Division of 
Social Ministries. 

The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss ways of in­
creasing the Church's influ­
ence in the arena of criminal 
justice, and also how to 
challenge individuals to 
become more involved in the 
issue at the parish, communi­
ty and diocesan levels. 

The pastoral statement 
discusses the state correc­
tional system, pointing out 
what it calls "substantial 
overcrowding." 

"We find a prison popula­
tion," the bishops added, 
" t h a t is generally un-
dereducated and negatively 
impacted by the socio­
economic conditions that 
prevail in today's society. 
This group inordinately con­
sists of members of the mi­
nority population and a 
significant number are first-
time convictions for non­
violent crimes. 

"For the system to be fully 
responsive to the needs of 
society and to those of the 
inmate population, changes 
are necessary." 

The statement also cites 
"ineffective approaches" to 
curb these problems, that 
currently exist by suggesting 
alternatives before trial, after 
conviction and within the 
corrections system itself. 

The statement offers sug­
gestions to aid the victims of 
crime, and doses with a 
citation of the need for re­
sponse from the Christian 
communay-

In his res s'fcs af the meet­
ing. Bishop v3*ft said. "It 
often nappes* that (prison­
ers) are in surroundings not 
very reconstructive- Our call 
is to be Christ to those who 
call out for freedom." 

He added, "We must find 
a way to protect society, 
keeping in mind what is kind 
and human." 

Permanent Deacon Stanley 
Zawacki stressed that there is 
very little currently being 
done in the diocese for the 
imprisoned. "On this com­
mit tee," Zawacki sa i i , 
"we've got people who are 
involved directly with those 
in prisons and those who are 
interested in helping. We 
must get these two groups of 
people to collaborate on what 
we are to do as a diocese.'' 

Mass of Christian Burial 
was concelebrated Dec. 13 
for George Montgomery who 
died Dec. 10,1983. 

Mr. Montgomery served 
from 1952-1968 as director of 
the diocesan Catholic Family 
Center. 

Auxiliary Bishop Dennis 
W. Hickey, and Fathers 
Charles Mulligan and Robert 
Smith concelebrated the rites 
at St. Margaret Mary 
Church. 

Mr. Montgomery, a native 
of Oswego, began work with 
diocesan Catholic Charities 
as a caseworker in 1936. 

During World War II he 
served in France, and on his 
return to Catholic Charities, 
was named c a s e w o r k 
supervisor. 

"He was a leader in his 
field," Catherine Wobus said 
last week. Miss Wobus is 
casework director at CFC. 

"He worked closely with 

Helen A. Durnin 
Memorial Slated 

A memorial Mass will be 
celebrated 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Jan. 15, at the Cenacle Re­
newal Center for Helen A. 
Durnin who died Oct. 27, 
1983. 

Miss Durnin was a teacher 
in the City of Rochester 
school district, active in the 
International Federation of 
Catholic Alumnae, a sup­
porter of the Cenacle Re­
newal Center and a member 
of the Catholic Women's 
Club. 

Father Thomas Mull, 
director of the diocesan 

. liturgy Office, will preside at 
the Mass to which Miss 
Durnin's friends are invited. 

the Community Chest in their 
research department, devel­
oping a functional budget 
process for non profit agen­
cies," she said. 

That process was adopted 
throughout the country, she 
added. 

She also noted that because 
of his work in refugee reset­

tlement, he was one of ten 
Americans selected to go to 
Germany in the late 1940s to 
inspect and visit refugee 
camps. 

Mr. Montgomery is sur­
vived by his wife, Beatrice; 
son, David; daughter, Janet 
and three grandchildren. 
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