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Anti-Abortion Letters 
To Gov. Cuomo Suggested 

While Gov. Mario Cuomo 
and his staff work on the 
1984-85. state budget in pre
parat ion for February 
hearings, the State Catholic 
Committee and the State 
Right to Life Committee are 
working to restrict Medicaid 
funding of abortion. 

The United States Supreme 
Court has ruled that states do 
not have to pay for abortion 
but New York is one of the 
few states that continues to 
do so with state tax monies. 
This is because Medicaid is 
available to those who quali
fy for "medically necessary 
surgery." 

According to the State 

Right to Life Committee, 
there are no criteria to use in 
determining what is "medi
cally necessary surgery" 
therefore an abortionist sim
ply sends a claim for payment 
and is routinely paid. 

In the past year, 50,000 
abortions were performed at 
the expense of state taxpayers 
at a cost of $15 million, 
according to Joan Allgaier, 
legislative director of the 
State Right to Life Commit
tee. 

The governor has con
sistently spoken in favor of 
the state providing Medicaid 
funds for abortions and, ac
cording the state right to life 

Fr. Albert 
Shamon 

Word for Sunday 

I 

How God 
Became 
One of Us 

Sunday's Readings: 
(R3) Mi. 1:18-24. OtiHft„ 
7:1044. (R2) Rom. tifc7.;"^ 

Before., Ghrisiiiac the?' 
days are hectfe-fer i(H&sr> 
people. We-' get so iusy ; 
with the sheer wo?! of 
celebrating Christmas;.we, 
miss t h e peases o f 
Christmas, the meaning of*,s 
itaJI. Andthatisapity. 

The Church, a$ks us*oa?^ 
the last Sunday of A d r i f t ? ! 

- topauseawhileandref^|vgj 
on how S o l beSriii one'% 
of us. Reflecting oil thai * 
mystery should §*«% ^ ^ 
peace, real joy r reaf̂  
Christmas blessings to us-? 
Let us try to put Us?< 
busyness aside and: take; 
time to think about how 
God became one of us. 

M a t t h e w ' s gospel 
starts: "This is how the 
birth of Jesus Christ came 
about." Then he tells the 
story from Joseph's point 
of view - to connect Jesus 
with David and all.the 
kings of Judah. Matthew 
says that Joseph found 
Mary with child. Some
times the impression is 
given that.Joseph is hor
rified at his discovery, 
that he sees himself 
betrayed by Mary, that 
there was nothing left for 
him to do but to put her 
away quietly. 

I'd rather like to think it 
was not that way. Joseph 
had the most profound 
respect for Mary - in fact, 
he must have agreed to a 
virginal marriage. To find 
her with child after this 
must have been a great 
mystery to him. Knowing 
Mary, knowing the Old 
Testament history of mi
raculous conceptions 

i (Sara, Hannah), Joseph 
I must have surmised some 
' divine intervention. I like 
: to think that was why he 

decided to divorce her. 
Joseph, you must re

member, was a very holy 
• man. He was a devout 
Jew, whose life hacj been 
fived in the awe and rever
ence of God. He knew his 
Bible history. He knew the 
story of Ihe covenant on 
Mt, Sinai; ^ - i o w Moses 
had; "Iodide tffte people 
under pena^*<>£death to 
touch the mountain out of 
reverence *fbp-" €&x§ who 
was to vMt 'tr.'-*His$aew 
how in King Bavld^ftire 

one who had touched the 
Ark of the Covenant died 
on the spot. He knew that 
only a- priest, once a year, 
could enter the Holy .of 
Holies. 
xAndh^effujdxnotJhe^fc 

ffiiycetme'a- tr^e;J|#0%" 
ffte jCo«ê iaiifc an&ajrue: 

think that he did, and that 
Umi;»{' deei^siiiieVereheV 

? Jb'-^|f.pjw^r£iMJy40_ -
Mm '^feofe)th1l,ija^tttrei; 

• ;elfp5|p i«3fKMer, Iwgy 
quietly -&m- ojpyreyerence 

'.Joseph-. 'l|fcl»eoett.hl#fo.' 
'Snable His Son:to:r&b6r# 
within a family. He 
needed him to prevent the 

. disgrace that would have 
come upon an unwed 
mother. He needed htm to / 
provide and protect both 
Mary and her Child. And 
so the angel said to 
Joseph, "Son of David, 
have no fear of taking 
Mary as your wife. It is 
true, she has conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. She will 
have a son and you are to 
exercise a father's rights 
by naming Him Jesus, 
because He will save His 
people from their sins." 

It was the beginning of 
a'new age of intimacy with 
God. Joseph could still. 
cherish and live with his 
wife. He did not have to 
back away from her, he 
did not have to keep his 
distance, as Ms ancestors 
did from the mountain of 
God, the Ark of the Cov
enant, the Holy of Holies. 
God is now accessible to 
man, man can come to 
God! 

God wants man to come 
to Him now; and we can 
come to Hint by being 
what He came the first 
time to teach us to be — 
namely earing, sharing, 
giving and forgiving. He 
will come the second time 
to judge what we have 
become, what we have 
made of ourselves. His 
first coming really hap
pened, so will His second. 

Therefore;, so live now, 
o come to Christ now, 
that His first coming will 
not have been in vain and 
His second coating will 
not be a time of wrath. 

committee, evades efforts to 
discuss the topic. The com
mittee expects that he will 
again include such funding in 
his new budget. 

Ms. Allgaier points out 
that including such funding 
in the budget presents an 
embarrassing situation for 
pro-life legislators who must 
disregard the worth of the 
rest of the budget because of 
the abortion situation. 

As the governor considers 
the budget, "it is vital that he 
receive an enormous amount 
of input from pro-life people 
opposing use of their tax 
dollars to support abor
tion-on-demand," said Gerry 
Oftedahl, president of the 
Rochester Area Right to Life 
Committee. 

Mrs. Oftedahl said that 
pro-lifers are being asked to 
offer a challenge to the gov
ernor to discuss this point. 

"Although it is a busy time 
of the year," Mrs. Oftedahl 
said, "pro-lifers should write 
to the governor urging him 
not to provide funding for 
abortion when there is no 
legal requirement for him to 
do so." 

Right to Lifers want such 
letters sent to the Gov. Mario 
Cuomo, care of State Right 
to Life, 41 State St., Suite 
300, Albany, N.Y. 12207. 
The letters will be hand-
delivered to the governor's 
office with a request to dis
cuss the topic. Letters should 
be sent by Dec. 20, Mrs. 
Offtedahl said, adding that 
Rochester Area Right to Life 
strongly supports the effort. 

They Made 
Buying Easy 

The pupils of St. Cecilia's 
did their Christmas shopping 
early this year. Instead of 
going to the store, the store 
was brought to them. 

T h e H o m e - S c h o o l 
Assoication sponsored a 
Santa Secret Shop from 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m..Thursday and 
Friday, Dec. 1-2. The pupils 
went to the school hall where 
they made purchases from a 
selection of gift items range-
ing in price from 10 cents \g 
$5. The Santa Shop was also 
open to the parish and the 
community during the day. 

Santa paid a surprise visit 
to the children on Friday. 
They had the opportunity to 
talk with him and each pupil 
recieved a coloring book and 
candy cane. 

Vestments Presented 
Catholic War Veterans Auxiliary #1156 of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish 
presented the chaplains of the Canandaigua V.A. Hospital with a new chausable 
and two stoles on Nov. 9. From left, Catherine Tedone; Marie Logan; Frederick 
Hanley, chief of chaplains; Father John Proppe; and Bernice Trunk, auxiliary 
president. 

Nurses Asked 
To Open House 

The Department of Nurs
ing at Nazareth College will 
have an open house for regis
tered nurses interested in the 
college's upper level bac
calaureate nursing program 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m., Thurs
day, Dec. 15, in the Forum of 
the Otto A. Shults Communi
ty Center. 

Diploma and associate 
degree graduates are invited. 
Items for discussion will in
clude admission require
ments, curriculum design, 
opportunities for parttime 
and fulltime study, and man
aging work, study and family 
responsibilities. 

Nazareth's program leads 
to a BS in nursing. 

Deadline 
Deadline for news in the 

Courier-Journal is noon on 
Thursday, preceding Wed
nesday publication. The 
Courier-Journal address is 
114 S. Union St., Rochester, 
N.Y.14607. 

Have you 
discovered 

Watson 
Homestead 

Beautiful Christian confer
ence center serving adults, 
youth, and families over
comes all church and non
profit (groups Accom
modates 25 to 280 in year-
round, well appointed 
facilities. 

Chapel and heated indoor pool Near 
Coming Glass Works and all Finger 
Lakes attractions Special summer rates 
for week long programs Write Watson 
Homestead. R.S Box 168. Dry Run Road. 
Painted Post. New York 14870 (607) 
962 0541 

Spring Cleaning? Call Us! 
We' l l p ick t ip you r h o u s e h o l d 
d i s c a r d s of c l o t h i n g , f u rn i t u re , 
a p p l i a n c e , a u t o m o b i l e s , to he lp 
t he needy . 

Volunteers of America 
CALL 454-1150 

Donations are Tax Deductible \s\>\l 

THIS 
SEASON'S MOST 

TASTEFUL GIFTS AT... 

tfcc tlUr HHOU£€ 
Mon.-Fri. 10 8:30, sat 10 5 1520 Monroe Ave.»244-9510 

Order gift packs of nuts, 
. candy and dried fruit 

to be shipped anywhere in the USA. 

OUR NEW STORE 
in the courtyard of the Peddler's Village 

274 North Goodman • 244-5701 

"I LOVE YOU" 

THE MOIV W H I R ' S M I S S I O N AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

WHAT 
YOU 

DO 
FOR 

OTHERS 
YOU 

DO 
FOR 
HIM 

Christmas is Christ's Birthday. To show Him you 
love Him, sacrifice something for His poor! In the 
remote village of Marthadi, India, 875 converts were 
recently baptized, most of them poor farmers. At 
present our priests must travel more than 30 miles 
over hazardous terrain to say Mass and administer 
the sacraments. A chapel is desperately needed. 
One can be built for only $4000 Will you help? ... 
Refugee families in miserable camps can be kept in 
milk, cheese, flour.for only $20 a month. Remind us. 
if you feed a family for a month, to send you an Olive 
Wood Rosary as our thank-you .. Christ's Birthday 
is just weeks away. Your gift to the missions says to 
Him, "I love You " . . . What are "the missions"? They 
are people, not place-names. They are leprosy, and 
cancer sufferers, the blind, the aged, foundlings, 
home.ess refugees. They are the people for whom 
Christ became an infant, and was crucified. What 
you do for the hungry, the shivering, the abandoned, 
He said.' iu do for Him .. How to celebrate Christ's 
Birthday9 Do something for the poor! We'll send 
your gifts (tax deductible in the U S., of course) to the 
Holy Father He'll use them exactly as you request. 

MISSION 
GIFT 

CHECK 
LIST 

D $10,000 wil l help build a parish "plant ' ' with 
completed church and school, rectory, convent 
somewhere overseas Name it for your favorite 
saint, in your loved ones' memory 
P A churcn can be built tor $4,000. a school for 
$6,000. The Bishop in charge will write to you 
O The Holy Father uses stnngless gifts in any 
amount ($5,000. $1,500. $500. $100. $50. $25. $10. 
$5) where they're needed most 
• It costs only $15 a month ($180 a year) to train 
a native priest For $12 50 a month ($150 a year) 
you can train a native Sister Payments at your 
convenience, of course 

Dear 
Monsignor Nolan: 

RJ 
ENCLOSED PLEASE UNO $ 

Please NAME 

return coupon 
with your STREET. 

offering 
CITY 

THE C A T H O L I C NEAR EAST WELFARE A S S O C I A T I O N 

NEAR EAST 
MISSIONS 
MSGR JOHN G. NOLAN. National Secretary 
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE Assoc. 

1011 First Avenue • New York, N.Y. 10022 
Telephone: 212 /826-1480 


